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THE EPISTLE 


layes his leg upon a Velvet 
Cuſhton all the day long, ſhall 
not meet with thoſe ſharp flines, 
thole pricking thornes., and 
ſcratching briers, that will be 
anothers portion, who walk- 
ing abroad, ſees, andis not fin- 
fully. ilent co the "practical er- 
rors that as a leprohie oyerſpread 
the converſations of men). yet I 
conceive a Chriſtian fhndes ſuch 
wages in Gods work, that he 
would not ifs wauirer Len wich 
withdraw his foot from his 
ſervice to dip it in oyle elle- 
where. 

[| am not without ſome ex- 
periences (in which God give 
me, an heart to rejoyce more) 
thatit 1s much berter in reſpect 
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DEDICATOR 


of the outward man to fing 
Hoſannah to the practical or opi- 
nionative efrors of men, then 
(with the great hazard thar at- 
tends ſuch endeavors) to en. 
gage againſt them : many a 
man hath come off with a 
ſcrarcht face in appearing for 
truth, yetlince I have mediated 
upon Ecernity, I dare ſay (with 
Luther ) Mallem ego cum ( briſto 
ruere, quam ſtare cum ( «fare : | 
am not {0 great a ſtranger cothe 
practices of this preſent genera- - 
tion,” that I ſhould not expect 
(many an open Sepulchre in 
the mouths of men, threatning 
to bury my name and repu- 
tation. as the reward of my 
preſent endeavors : yet is it 
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net in this refpeds that Þ have 
taken che boldneſs co wy felf 
to take San@uary wider your 
Honors protection : No- (ty 
Lords) 3 have in this pat- 
ticular, a God to go to, who 
ſhaft hide me in the feerct: of 
has preſence, and keep the (6 
crely m 2 pavillion from the 
ſtrife of rongaes. 

Fhis fmall Treatiſe kifferh 
your Honors hands upory other 
rerms : Thee is init (at leaft) 
> deg ro hold fortls forme 
beams and rayes of the power of 
ondlmeſs , vihach hart icherto 
tound bue lmle emertainment 
in the Counts of Princes, been 
ownedby a very tewr great ones 
of the world : greatneſs and 
good- 


noble are Called rrriarer y inuns « pho: 
Right Honorable , the cycs of 
good-men arc upon you , and 
they ex (under God) the 
fruts of your Councel (both 
to the people of Gad , and in- 
babirgnes of this Land) madi- 
ocrem zones : and the more our 
cyes\ are upon you , the more 
wicked men watch for your 
_ - there be a root 
covetouſneſs {| anging 
adoniiiefycs © = { 
cerous bile of malice, if a 
{welling of pride, if a bale itch 
of luſt, if tin a word) you be 
vil wir 7 enbvm will not 
your enemies {ay , the pictures 


THE EPISTLE 
in the hangings, and your 
Lorſhips, are Chriſtians of the 
ſame complexion ? You have 
but a form of godlineſs , you 
deny the power thereof : But 
I hope berter things of you, 
that the plate where you are 
afſlembled, will be- (not as of 
old in natrie onely) White-Hall 
and your ſelves ſtill Right Ho- 
norable accounting it your great- 
eſt honor , to honor the Son 
(by whole name you are called 
Chriſtians) 'in - the power of 
godlinels; . that it may never 
be ſaid. of you , as Melanihon 
(delicanting upon his name) 
of Hoſus. 0% row minime 
fantius. 

{ This Treatife conluked with 


in 
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DEDICATORY, 
In- your ſpare (bur ſerious) 
hours, will (in the ſtrength of 
God) prove (as to the fore- 
mentioned difcales) <traruare; 
You will not finde in ir 
coplTuere dune fuch Lenten dil- 
courles as were wont to drop 


from the ſilken lips of Court- 


Chaplins. 

The WOrk 15 NOt Sirpirey, pen'd 
for oftentation , bur for the 
gloryof Jesus Cuarsr, 
to whom, as your Councel- 
lor (that you may not rf tcery) 
he commends you all , and 
that he in whoſe hands all 
the Councels of men are, 
would dwell upon you, dire& 
you 'for his Glory , with the 
Good and Peace of this Poor 
(a) wearied 
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i. 


THE EPISTLE;&c. 
wearied Land, is, and ſhall be 


the continual prayer of 


Your Honors moſt de- 
voted {crvant in and 
tor Chriſt, 


Tho. Hubbert. 
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To the Right: Worſhiptul, the 


Juſtices of Peace of the City of Lon- 
dow, and County of Midd/eſex ; The 
Author wiſheth Grace, Mercy and 
Peace in this life, and an Eternal! 
weight of Glory in that which 
is to come. 


and proteftion even from the greateſt Princes in 


the World; for aſnomc b as godiineſs bath the pro* (Tia, © 
miſe of this life, & that Which us to come; yet by : 
wofwl experience We finde that its daily perſe- 

cuged on the one hand by open enenvies, though 
not as ſuch ; « Clif wa not 4s 


( briſt, but as a deceiver ; ſo godlingfe « per- 
ſeemed as fattions and Sobuſmatic fie, 
(4 2) and 
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nila an enemy to the State, &ic. ſo on the 6- 
ther band its betrayed , diſgraced and wnder- 
mined by its pretended friends, and at this 
time being almoſt out of faſhion, ſeeing in ge* 
neral true religion 1s turned wto notion, 
the power Vf pidlineſs into a form , ſhadow 
and out fide, lo that noW prety ſuffers exceed- 
ingly ; Then give me leave to plead on its be- 
half, even to you to whom God hath given the 
ſword in theſe parts, ſo that true godlineſs 
might be promoted and protefied by you, and 
all irreligion and prophaneneſs diſcount enan- 
ced, and puniſhed ; ſeeing the Magiftratedoth 
not, or ſhould not bear the (word mwain, and 
he to Whom its committed, ought to be a terror 
to evil doers and 4 praiſe to then that do well : 
and though not many wile,nor many mig 
men afrer the fic(h,not many noble are cal 
cd ; not many fuſtices of the Pract are guilty 
of being acquainted with this pier of godli» 
meſs (its a very rare thing to finde greatneſs 
and goodneſs go together ) yet ſome there are 
who are found to 's choſen,and faithful. God 
hath not left himſelf Without Witneſs, even 
among theſe : Whoſe love, affctlions, and zeal 
are manifeſted to the glorious Goſpel of the 
bleſſed God (a cont inuwall Supply of ſuch godly 
Patriots, the Lord grant and pro/per unto 
) which i far dearey to every grations gs 
T5eOu 


The Epiſtle. 


then its deareſt blood,or what ever s deſirable 
wader the Swun, or to be admired by the ſous of 
aen ; and according to mens gifts, andgreas- 
neſs of place, « the excell , Or ex 
ceſs of evil; men in autharity greateſt 
opportunities of doing yood or evil, F as they are 
improved,ſo u the rune or happineſ; of a ſtate ; 
therefore We may heartily Wiſh that all men wn 
eminency of place, who are exemies to. Jeſws 
Chriſt, might be fools and dances, that ow 
might mat be able to mage the beix walice and 
_ with ſuch depths dexterity go the more 
crows nndermining of the power of goats: 
_ great men are more [ubjett to t hd, 
on then others, yet God choſe himſelf a 
a Moſes, « J choſaphat, « Jolias, &c.,, ay 
-. excellent inſtruments for bu glory $ and 
or doth expelt moſt from them to Whom 
hath given moſt, and the greateſt Harve 
where he hath ſown wolf ſeed; then dreadful 
will their account be, Who cannot anſwer p 
one for 4 thouſand, who have not ed 
thei gifts, talints, and power 12 the 
A Gl wires owed 
ſaw] Mere or God will =ot have the 
word of Ml locks np in the ſeabbard 
. £ She fond w endor , ai Sore ay &amn 
— the wg 


"Or  dqyarrss tn in hls wr aye) ite 
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The Epiſtle. 
wy 1d T&6r xax6r, For rulers are not a ter- 
ror to good works, but to evil (that is, they 
ſhould not be a terror to good Works) how 
then have many rulers miſ- exertiſed their 
poWer in puniſhing vertue, and conntenancing 
vice ? how have the fair and tender locks of 
feſms Chriſt, in the profeſſion of the power of 
goutimncſs, been cropped and finged, and the 

lack, ruffled hair of the Whore of Babylon 
decked, criſped and curled is the vitW of the 
World, to the ſenſible prief and Wo of many 
thouſand; in thu K hs ? boeW hath forma» 
lity been advanced and reality depreſſed * how 
hath truth ſuffered aud error raiqued ? how 
hath the ſword been turned againſt the farth- 
foul in the Land, and they made the only Butt 
againſt whom all the arr; of malice have 
been direfied ! and I am confident that no Na- 
tow wnder heaven have been greater or more 
bitter enemies to the power of Godlineſs, then 
ſome in this Nation have been,and fill are and 
wonld be ; yet they themſelves profeſs the 
ſame fauth, the ſame Chrift, the ſame God, 
and the ſame b apti[m but the deeper Will their 
wonnd of conſcience be, and the heavier their 

demmation. Indeed, be u« not a Jew, that i 
oneentwardly, even ſo be is not a Chriſtian, 
that's one in ſhew, that hath only an ontſode in 
Religion, that 14, he  onely ſo nomine,non re, 
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The Epiſtle: 
in name hut not in truth : Tet weſee that all 

that are baptized , they appropriate the name 

of Chriſtians unto themſelves ; in word they 
profeſs ws God, but in works thr) Tic x, 
deny bums, being to every good Work reprobare; 16. 
for to God they are abominable, and diſobed:- 

ent to all the commands of God and of feſws 
Chriſt;ea bow many thouſands in this Nation 

are there.that are [o far from the power of god- 

lineſt that they bate the very form ; yea foall 

I 4 more! they are without humanity it ſelf: 

0 how «Atheiſtically barbarous and prophane 

do men live ! = oe they wp er 

God in the world, they only are lead by! | 
power of the pr1 de kade the Ged of this Dpbekts 
world hath blinded their eyes, hardned their 
hearts z yea and they are ſealed ny wnto ever- 
lafting condemnation, and yet know it not, and 
Jet theſe muſt paſe for Chriſtians : 0 let -« 
knoW that it will be eaſier for Turks and | [- 
ans in the day of }udgment then for thens. 

Now the [cope of What I ſpall in this ſmeall 
Treatiſe ly preſemt wnto your ſerv0us me. 
ditations , is to ſet forth the ſad condition of 
all them that coment themſelves With a form 
-} orgs + and deny the power thereof ; a 

* the excellency and happineſs of theſe that 
can makg it ont to their on hearts that the 


power of podlineſ; dwels in their ſpiry 
ff ) C—_ 
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alſo laid down ſeveral mark; of beth, whereby 
every (erious inquiſurrve ſoul may know how 
its condition ſtands With God; they are the me + 
ditations and endeavors of ſome ſpare howr! 
from other Imployments Which ] have made 
uſe of. O let not the humility of the ftile,or any 
prepudicated t m"_ of the inſufficiency of the 
"— be 4 ſcandal or rnwpedinnent to your per - 
ſal of bus labort,or to make you ſay with An» 
tipater King of Macedonia when there was 4 
book concerning mans happineſs preſented to 
him ; * 98halw, 1 beve ne leaſwre; but 
read and fmdge by the rule of the Spirit of 
love which « the ſtrongeſt obligation; Quis le- 
gem der amantibus ? major Lex amoreſt 
{bi: Love « at once 4 freedom from all 
Law, and yet alaW of the greateſt neceſſuy. 
My deſire is (and God ſay Amen to it )that 
this plain Pull ( thenughnaked and altogether 
without the ewildings of Rhetorich , and there- 
fore the more con/entaneous to true Goſpel 
Phyſick might be very effettnall both to City 
and Connty, which indeed it Will be to all that 
take it down into their hearts: O that God 
world be pleaſed by it to purge from all 
folthineſs of fleſh and ſpirit, and make us live 
wp to every mercy We enjoy, giving the glory of 
all grace to the God of glory and power, who 
onely can makg all means effettnal by ”Y 
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The Epiſtle. 
worry his own ſpirit in the bearts of the 
rates Ku py ied, yr rn de 


as ſhrong; wounded men ſhall take the («9 if Jer.35.16: 


he command them ; pezants ſhall be more po- 
rent then Princes, if they have Gods commi|- 
from : ſo its in the power of the Almighty 
'0 make theſe few gleanings 45 coprons un fromt- 
fulneſs as the fulleſt ſheaves of harveſt 0 the/e 
weak and nnſinewed meditations a1 effeitnal as 
the high and ſtrong parts of *thers, which I 
ball leave in the hand of him who ts all [uffict- 
ent to do abundantly more then we can atk or 
think; humbly deſiring your candid acceptance 
of theſe mwy ſlender 1:and [ ſhall defire 
at the of the Lord your daily increaſe in 
faith in Jeſus (brift for that is that patent & 
princely grace ( that 15) that wittorions grace 
attended with all her gloriows train, reading 
down triumphantly before you all vain pomp 
and tranſitory glory, that ſhe may hold ftill 
freſh and flouriſhing in your eyes the immort«- 
lity and bliſy of a never- fading crown,and ſhine 
fair & fruitful in your ſouls wntill it ſet you 
down ſafe in the midſt of a moſt glorious and 
ever-wadaring kingdom of heaven and having 
fimſbed her beſſedrack, reſugn you #p,& leave 
you for ever in the boſome of Chriſt, the «Aw 
thor and finiſher of your comrſe, there ts 
remain everlaſtingly bleſſed in the injoy- 
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right band even ro all Etarmuy, 


Your hearty wel- 
wilher in Chriſt, 


Tho, Hibbert. 


ITITSSSrfbdoopekte3; 
$3446399320p0poveyy-s 
Tothe Reaper. 


Chriſtian Reader, 


Fear I may take up that 
complaint of the Þ 

Iaiah is bu rome, Who Ih, $3.4. 
hath believed our report ? 
and to whom is the arm 
- ns revealed > If 
thus Pr can/e to complain in hus dayer, 
O His ear” bave Chriſtians to c _ 
theſe dayes , wherein error and profancneſs 
ſhaks hands together, and are at urtion, and 
band themſelves againſt the truth of the 
Goſpel of Feſms Clit t Who is ſufficient for 
this complaint ? What deep contentions a+ 
bout Triflet, Forms, and Shadows, When 
pretious Things, an# real Traths ave ac- 
counted ry geo & of - a 
the life of (rift, the. power of godlineſi 
mak = or reg Lanny adn 
of mortal man ) 1s generally negleited, if not 
made 4 ſcorn and regroach : and how many 


men which heretofore have m—_—_ 
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To the Reader. 


ſeſſions of the Goſpel of Chriſt, do now by 
their baſe looſeneſs on the one hand, and by 
their groſs errors on the other, bid defiance 10 
the very face of Chriſt, and ſo become a ſhame 
to Religion, and 4s ſo many oades and thorns 
to thi Saints and all real ſors of it | Cer- 
tainly I may ſay of theſe men, as a Heathen 
P hileſopher ſaid of hi gods, Deos nan nature 
ratione, fed honoris cauſa nominamaus ; We 
call them god:, not that they are ſo bynature, 
but for honors ſake ; ſo theſe men ave called 
(briſtians, not that they are ſo by nature, but 
us 4 name of honor that they take upon then, 
which will do them uo ; ood, nor ſtand them in 
any ſtead another day For though Chriſt be the 


x61. end of the Law to his Saints, yet theſe men with- 


out Repentance ſhal findChriſt the terrorof the 
Law to them : moſt men in theſe erronions days 
muhe Religion to be like a noſe of Wax they can 
turn it which Way it may ſerve their own turn 
beſt , that is calle4 truth that correſponds beſt 
with privategainadvantage: what profeſſion 
ſoever it be that anſwers not the gaping month 
of profit ,ts cried down for erronions & unſound; 
now adayithe objetts ofmoſt mens choice are ac- 
cording to the diltates of their covetows hearts, 
it not godlineſs but gain that ſway: their 
affettiont : Theſe things I having ſeen and 
felt in my fpirit, did confider wth m7 [fs 
| w 
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Whether that Scripture Was not now 
2 Tim. 3.1,2,3,4,5.1 concluded on the 
tive, and he that runneth may read it, for its 
moſt clear, that a form of Religion is now in 
faſbion, and all the ather fins in the firſt four 
Verſes bound np in it : Chriſt in hu dayes on 
earth, cried out, Wo unto you Hypocrites ; 

but We have juf canſe to ingeminate this cry, 


RS wa wo, for our age # over- with 4 
nde of profane _— our Keligion 1s be» 
_ formal and extrin/ecal, when the intrin- 


ſecal part ref rh wit, the power and life 
of it) #w mot regarded : 0 there Was never 
more ſtrife, contention, and diſputes about 
Opinions, yea meer circumſtantials (not deſer- 
ving the leaſt conſumption of pretions time ) 
nor ever Was there leſs prattice in the truth of 
the Gofpel of Jeſma Chriſt ; the ſenſe Whereof 
deeply affefling my ſpirits, cauſed me (indiſ- 
charge of my conſcience) to publiſh this enſ1 
Treatiſe ; the ſcope Whereof is not here int = 
ed to be delrvered( but having refþett uns the 
Welfare of thy ſoul ) that thow maiſt more ful- 
ly diſcover it, read, and ruminate upon it at 
thy Convenient times, 1 have cauſed it to be 
more amply ſet forth and publiſhed wm this fol- 
lowing Book, : Which if thow Wilt but read, 
thorowly read, love and pratliſe, it may beto 
the conducement of thy good here, and eternal 
, happineſs 
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happineſs hereafter ; Read it not with a cenſs- 
riow eye, let not a ſupercilious brow be caſt 
wpon it ; but let love, ſobriety, patience, wiſ- 
dom, and Willingneſs to be inſtrutted, be thy 
Gmides and Schoolmaſters to teach thee toread 
and peruſe it ; and the bleſſing of the eternal 
Spirit of Grace (the grand Schoolmaſt er, and 
edifier of thy ſoul)reft upon thee direlting thee, 
humbling thee, and throughly inftrutling thee 
in the right and conſtant prattice and perfor- 
Wane ks, it, till it hath condntted thee wwto the 
full endl and enjoyment of thy hopes, eternal life 
and glory ; the accompliſhment Whereof unto 
thy fot [i the Prayer and delight of 


Thy Soul-pittying Friend, 
Tho, Habbert. 


From my Houſe in 
Aſore- Fields this 
6. of Zane, 
1649. 


Pilula. | 
Re tantnm vere fider, quantum Chriſtum tena- 
cuter comprebendat , cope oof | 
Lantum ameru, quantum te ad fingulis Chrifls mandatus 
obediendam cogat ; tantanm refipuſcentia, quantum it ab 
operibui carnalibus reſuſcutet , & in te tumorem Dam 
nm URLS 
tc Deum ipſum te amovis tad take approdends 
audallcr appellant faciais Cant Retr i atts quantum 
cum 0 m ſantli communone tt 1ntogram agere witam 
frouacit : Her compopenine it moſjom gietetss, © tan- 
(41 4} 1414 qapihet mane, 4d UBS (41 ab 
!yap 


ric ovatiam red- 
Chr iftagn De- 
phy [abun ow 


Prebacum t. 
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Lent. let ng... uvos . www... us 


If thew wilt reade nothing but What vas in- 
tended by the «Author, amend theſe n/- 
printing: : The reſt are but ſmall, *© 


Pe 3, In the ens, pro Ino#)uc. 7, {5 67/45. he 
13.8.7. wolt. p18 [,22.7,God. p.r1. in the Mar, 
r.devenerant. p.ibid.s 13.7 Spirt. p. 52.4. 19.5. O felt 
ſanQiry | p.60/. 9.7. commune. p.ibid.[ x3. r.cat 

p 67./. arte ep 13. dele{ will. ] p, 84.4 11.7,he 
incomprehenfible. p. 97.1 2, delr { of ] p.n08, [. 11, 
dele (20d) p- ibid. /.10.7.continue. p. 11 1422.7. alive. 
p.1gt 421.7.the poor in (pick, p,139-4 10, r,walks, p, 
1464.18, che.p.143 / 26,7 got. p.143 1,26,r, eſpecial; 
p.147.4.3.7.omnp.ito 6. +. 139.18 -.your, 
p.196/7.7,and p.r12. {,21.r.it.p.2ry. hy. rfl d. 
p. 224.4. 21.7 wicked, p. 33 3+ (.28.5- Tables, p.234 
{.1.r.nc. 
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Pilula ad expurgandam Hypocrifin. 
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2 Tim. 3. 5- 
F9r7W wir pwny iueondiing, ris 4 Sorawsr d'vns 
ne / LEN x, 14TH WTTVT 
wr; ſormam pictata, [od qui im (jus anc ar int ; 
I 


flot igrtur ( vel etiam iſhes) aver ſave. 


Having a fo: me of godlineſs, bur denying the power 
thereof, from {ach tuco away. Y 


4is gloriouf Apoſtle of the 
Genriles, by che *puit of pro+, 
pheſie foreſeeing thoſe evils 
chyr would abound in the laſt 
crimes, wrices uſcoT jaorhy (har 
k mighrde tmade known to the Churches 
ns. [rene prece . 

"The | 
ning the firſt verſe + Ha he af des 01A Gur 
damning rimes, foul hl in peril of bes ver. 1. 
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1. Ob/er, 


"" 


__ _ - ——— 
—— —_ — — wy 


A Pill purge Formality. 

ing loſt, and loſt crerna'ly, not loft ro be 
found bur found to be loſt. 
They ſhall be lovers of themfclves, but 


', prope rly rermed haters of chemiclves : Selt- 


love 15 foul barred he that will come to 
Chriſt.muſt fr{t deny liv miclt. condemn hium+ 
ſelf, yea hate himlelf ; fclt-feeking (tands in 
oppolition to foul- laving ;, ina lotty Klit-ad- 
miring ſoul, ewels no lev of God, 

Yea theſe men ſhall be fo far from grace,as 
that they (hall be vord of natural affection, 
beſides all the abominations that they arc 
pul ot. 

They ſhall be craitors ro God, to man and 
rothar own fouls, in ftrad of loving the 
Lord of lite, and the people of God j they 
ſhall embrace and fall in love with the plca- 
ſurcs of death ( that is) thoſe pleaſures which 
lc2d unto cercrnal death. 

Theie things by way of cxpligttmas pre - 
miled we ſhall return unto the owag whech 
as they ſtand in reference untothe 
dent, are the Epitome of the nindee th tbe- 
mination , and though they are the laſt in 
number,yct m_—_ leaſt in nature. 

Hawing a forme of godline(;. 
That men Sewer. /- wicked many times 
eu Sihem a nw of odlincls, or form 
Sfeodink, -what greater n and fra they 
Thcte 


_ —_ 


A Pill to purge Formality. © 
theſe enumerated by the Apoltle, viz. Pride, 
blaſpbdemy , coverouſneſs, diſobedience to 
parents,traitors, heady, high minded, cc 'and 
yer at this time when they he under the guile 
of theſc ſoul deſtroying aborunations, cven 
then arc they ſaid ro have a forme of godli- 
ne (s. 

eAb/alowm when be was 2 traitor to his fa- 
thers crown,and ſought his fathers life , even 
then he craved leave of the King to pay hus 
vowe unto the Lord in Hebron. 

And Abſalom [aid wnto the Ki 
that let ne go aud pay my vow which 1 have 7.8. 
veWed wnte the Lord in Hebron. 

For thy /ervant vowed 4 v0 whnle be abode 
in Go me wn Sire, /aymag If the Lord ſhall brung 
me indeed to fern{ulem, then 1 will ſerve the 
Lord. In the acxt words obferve how be 
ſent ſpies tharow out all free! ſaying, When 
14 bear the irumpers bla then [ay that Abſa> 
low reignr in Hebron ; Y ou may tee his pre- 
rence was £0 ferve the Lord , but hus zocene 
was to ſerve himſelf by depuving his father 
of tvs Crown and hic, for when Abrcophel 
ſud that he would go out againit Devd with © 
weelve choaknd men, and imire the King, 
this ſaying pleaſed 4d/alow well. O bloody 
Abſelaw, that under (hew of paying 2 vow 
to the Lord, onto, 9s his own. tuber, 

2 one 


I pray » Sam. 1 


\ Sam. 
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bife / 
Thos the Jews fent forth ſome, faining 
themſelves ro be juſt men, that they might in- 
crap Chriſt himſelf : And they ſent forth ſpies 
Which howld feign themſelves to be juſt men, 
that they mi ohe take bold of bus words and dt (:- 


one that loved lim as own 


ver him to the Gevernor. O wicked form of 
»o@lnefſs that would berray the Lord of lite ! 
you fee traitors can infinuate and feigne rhem- 
ſelves to be Saints, Judas berrayes Chriſt 
with a kils ; 7ndas betrayeſt then the Son of 
mun with a hiſ;* Yet how fmoorhly and 
ſeeming innocently did he carry it all the 
time that he walked with the Diſciples. im fo 
mich that none did ſuſpeft him ? Bo when 
C hrift ſaid One of you ſhall berray me, every 
one began ro q acſtion and ſearch into his 
own heart, queſtioning amongſt rhemlelves 
(Irit 1® 4s it 7?) fo that rhey did more ful- 
pe themtlvrs then Judas : bere was a glori- 
ou” forme when he went-ro fel} and deftroy 
the power and glory of Heaven and carth; 


fom.2.20, this was a white ſeeming Sainr, but a black 
1-34, 23. devil, fee lanth Pani (Thos art confident that 


$4 Ia 
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70s 
/ "> 7. 


thou art & teacher of babes, an inſtru er of the 
foeliſh , who haſt a forme of knowledge of the 
law : thon that preacheſt 4 man ſhould not fteal, 


8 7 is deft thos ſteal ? Thou that tracheſt 4 47 


24 $107 
$1446 "we; 


hhould not commirt adultery , deft thew com- 
LY 


- 
- 


- 


T . 
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mit adultery > Thou that art +» Miniſter in a 
pariſh, that teacheſt men ſhould not be 
proud, art thou proud ? thou that teacheſt 
z man ſhould not be coverous, art thou co- 
vetous ? thou that teachelt chat men ſhould 
be of peaceable , humble, meek and lowly 
ſpirits,art thou a kindle-coal and un incendi- 
ary ? art thqu he chat ſtudies miſchief 2? act 
thou he that teachelt men (ſhould walk in 
love,and wilt chou make diviſion ? doſt chou 
teach that men ſhould follow their own 
callings, and wile thou cntermeddle with 
State affairs, and labor to hre a Kingdom ? 
thou that wouldeſt not that any (ſhould bear 
rule and Logdſlvp over thy conſcience, and 
yet wile thay lord it over the conſcience 
of thy brother, and have all men ,yn- 
done that fee not with thy eyes, hanties 
therwiſe godly ? O what 2 ſhame is this? 
This is the meer forme of godlineſs ; but 1 
maſt cake heed of raking t09 deep into rhis 
dunghil, leaſt I meet with forme ominous 
Bafilicke. I (ſhall therefore lay aſide this coal, 
and with another pencal (hew you what is 
meant by theſe words, forma,cyc. ; 
The next thing is to inquire wit is here .7e" ae 
meant by the words ( forme & pictas) forme ©, —P 
and godlinels : the word forme hgnifics the vol a1 be 
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ſhape, che ourlide,the faſhion _the beauty, rhe - +, 
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kkenefs or maner of any rhing : the bark of 
the cree cannot be properly called the tree, 
the ſhadow of a man in the Sun is not the 
real man, ſo the habit or forme of godlineſs 
is not podlineſs indeed; but you muſt know 
that though there may be atorm of godlt- 
neſs without the power, yet there cannot be 
the power without the forme, 1 mean not 4 
bare, ſpeculative and ſeeming forme, fuch as 
is ſpoken of before ; bur a prafticall and 
active forme repreſented in the whole life 
and converſation : a man cannot carry coals 
in his boſome and not be burnt; So no man 
can carry grace in his heart, bar it will ſpread 
forth and appear in his life, its in vain for char 
man to ſay,l have a good ard opright heart, 
whoſe life and converſation 1s altogether 
loot and licentious , the rree mult firſt be 
made good,and then its fruit will be good ; 
ker rhere be ſoundneſs in thy heart, and there 
will benno totrenneks in thy life, thy conver- 
fron will be farfable to thy heart; and thy 
heart correſpondent ro thy converfarion } 
ker the fountaine be pure and the ſtreams 
will :Guc pure : The other wort is {( Goal; + 
nels) 

Godlineſs, is ſometimes called che life of 
God, the Image of God, the new creature, 
4 tmandora again ; Its godlincfs for a man 
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to have 2 pood conſcience and love towards * Cor. 5+ 
God & man.,and co be void of offencein fuch \” 


: Joho4.5, 
a man dwels podlineſs. Godlinefs 1$in that £4 ,,wa-- 
foul where God 2a4cth fo, as it unites the vis Ins 


ſoul to God, as by his power ir lives to God, ipaken 

it walks with God, hath God communicar- Ro” 

ing himiclf co itin Chriſt ; where che foul C——Y 

by a reficx aft gives out it felf roGod, ir 

aQts as God ads, ic follows the foor-lteps of 

God; this is true godlineſs in the ſoul : of , 

which more anon , 
(Habentes formam Pictatis) Having 2 


forme of ?podhneſs. 


[t will be worth inquiry to fee howit Queſt, 
comes to paſs that wicked men take upon 
them the forme of Religion or of godlinels. 

And chat generally they do upon thus ac- 
compr. 

Men do ir oft times to pleaſe their friends, Anſ. I. 
Jehoaſh did that which was right un the foght 
of the Lord all the dayer of Jehojadah the 
Prieft:whart is the reaſon? was it not for that 
{ chojadah had faved his life and made him 
King when all his brethren were (lain by 
Athaliab the Queen? tor the aroſe and de- I 
ſtroyed all the ſeed Royal. So Abſalom 
would draw his father into a belicfk char 
he was very godly , and made conicience 
in paying of his yows, and that at Hebros - 
B 4 he 
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he knew this would pleaſe bis father 
well. 

Others do it to ſtop the mouth of conſci. 
ence, | mcan of a natural conſcience : for by 
nature menwill be wo. {ſhipping in one kinde 
or other ( All men having the law Written wn 
their hearts; their conſciences alſo bearing 
them Witneſs, and their thoughts the mean 
while excuſing or accuſing one another) that 
made Saul! to ofter a burne offering in 
Samwelr ablence ; the text faith he forced 
himſelf to offer a burne offering. becauſe he 
had not made ſupphc x: 10n £0 the Lord, for 
the Phildſtines were drawing neer : but 
Sammnel ttils him he had done fooliſhly in 
what he had doaer. 

Others take up a _ of Religion that 
they may be gainers by it : 7#44 by tus 
forme carried the bag, and the text faith he 
wa* a thick : thus grew he into credit and 
rraſt by a notional and colourable forme of 
Reiizion ; vea how many in theſe days pur- 
chaſe unto themſelves valt eſtates our of 
formal profeſſions to Religion, whereby 

hey proteſs nothing more then the deluton, 


corunge and over- -reaching of others who 
arc imply avd really godly : which Hypo- 
critical athors the prying and curious 


wor icling glories to bewray 


, and thereby 
Lakcs 
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takes vcecafion (though ſcandalouſly ) romn- 
veigh againſt Religion it telf in che purity 
of its profeſſion. Surely fuch men in their 
+handance have want , and in therr want a- 
handance ; that is,they in the midlt of their 
abundance of cheir ourward and tormal per- 
formances, have the abſence and want of 
the foul-folacing teſtimony of an upright 
and lincere conicience towards God, and 
the inward conkiouſnels of this want, will 
at length work in the foul abundance of 
horror and confulion of ſpirit ; whereby 
their ſouls without the infinire mercy of God 
ire ſwallowed up into the abyſlc of def- 
pair, and then woe will be the lot of ſuch by 
whom offences ſhall come , fuch men may 
deceive poor weak infant Chriſtians, bur 
alas their deceit will retort into their own 
boſomes, and beavy and fad will be their 
condition. 

Orhers have a forme onely in relation un- 
to the preſent apd temporaty credit and 
faſhion of Religion, ic may be the Srate 
favorsit, or the current of the times runs 
that way ; fo that many men chooſe rheic 
Religion more out of fear of men then love 
of God, for they think they ſhall be looked 
on with an evil aipeA if they do not forme 
and faſhion themſelves unto the govern- 


Mcne 


10 


A Pill to purge Formality. 
ment of the times, whether it be Eccicſaſl - 


call or Cimal. 

A form of Religion doth not difpleaſe 
the world, buc the power makes them mad : 
tor 2 man to keep his piniſh Church , e6 live 
peaceably amongſt his neighbors , ro live 
cavilly and ro pay every man his own, to 
be indifferent in matters of Religion, not 
daring to profeſle roo much, nor being zea* 
loos in it : this 1s the godly man in the eye 
and citcem of che world , this man (hall be 
honoured and live at quiet and reft, though 
all chis while he be but a meer formalilt ; 
when in the mean time the power of Rel» 
$109 living and ating in a poor deſpicable 
and urminded godly ſoul, is crampled under 
foot,yea ſcorned and vikhed : 

The devil likes a form well, he is the grand 
Formaliſt, he is that Protess thac can aflume 
variety of formes, and no wonder if his fer. 
vants affe@ che fame ; You know the devil 
could plead Scriprure again and aguia to 
Chriſt himſelf, a form doth not oppoſe the 
devils Kingdom, when the power brats it 
down, a man in a form may £9 0n long c- 
nough, the devil will not dilturbe him, he 
knowes he hath him faſt enough ; this m1n, 
faith Satan, will do us no hart, we are fare of 
hin, dk will not diſcclliſh any thing , all 
chings 
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things are alike wirh him ; if any be anſave- 
ry or diſtaſtful, ic will be che good : te 
can ſwallow down any thing , do as men 
will have him do , he will make no di- 
(turbance in the pariſh where he lves, nor 
queſtion or ſcruple a falle or cere- 
monious difpenfarion of ordinmces, bur 
wormwood will be as fweer to his unſound 
palate as hony ; he will do as the moſt do, 
his ſuffrage (hall be ecchoed forch after the 
peneral vote ; the mayor conformity ſhall 
be the rule for his life , he will be fair &© 
them that will be fair ro him, his affeckions 
ace ſteered by larity : he will keep 
none in his family chat (half out of tender- 
nels of conſcience ſtart diſputations con- 
cerning matters of Religion , nay there muſt 
be no reaſonings, no difputings, no hghrings 
nor concendings for the trurh ; but as much 
as ybu will for che maintenance and defence 
of carward and formal Ceremonies ; this 
man is reſolved to love quierneſs and cafe, be 
will not break his fNeep nor trouble his 
thoughts with the myſtery of che power of 
pocthnels : yer let furch as theſe know thar 
this is a damnable ſecurity , and that they 
will drop mto hell before they are a- 
ware. 


But thoſe {ins of pride, blaſphemg, &c. 2 Queſt. 


mentioned 
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mentioned in the former Verſes, are fuch 
ſons of the Gyant, that the garment of hy. 
pocrilie (though it be to the heels ) will 
hardly hide or cover them from the eyes of 
men : how then can theſe great ſins ſtand 
with a form of Religion ? 

A form of Religion ſerves for a Canopie 
to cover all cheſe abominations, it 150ne 
of the Fig-leaves to cover poor linful mans 
dar hab ics made up by Satan and mans 
own baſe heart, and its of a crimſon colour 
died in grain ; its a crimſon fin, and double 
died, Wo unto you Hypocrites, 

A fotm of godlineſs is the Commander 
in Chief of all other fins, other (ins march 
after its Colours, its the devils Maſter-piece 
to make a man a grand hypocrite, for he 
knows that an hypocrite 1s his principal 
Agent, his Advocate, his Apologiſt, he (hall 
have more ſervice done by this man in one 
year, then by open, common, profane per- 
ſons, which have not this form, in many : 
you know that which oft times cannot be 
obtained by force is gained by policy ; hy- 
pocnhe is the devils Fort-Royal, it makes 
all other fins ſtoop to it. 

It ſo blindes a mans eyes that it will fot 
ler him ſee that guile that lies upon his eerie, 


though his abominations be never fo goon 
an 
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and never ſo many, yer chis will keep all 
cloſe from his eyes, yea it will make a man 
believe he is in a good condition , and 
walking in a good way, when there isno 
ſuch marter, thoſe wounds and fores which 
are fairly filmed over, and have ſpecious 
and viſible appearances of ſound and perfeRt 
cures, are mult deſperate and incurable:alas, 
within they are full of feſtering and poyſo- 
nous putrifeians which will ſecretly ex- 
ulcerare the fleſh, and corrode and car into 
the bones,and cauſe and precipitate a linge- 
ring death. 

Hypocrifie or a form of godlineſs keeps 4. 
the foul from ſelf.inquifition and examina» 
tion, and (0 makes it inſenſible of irs deplo- 
rable condition, your forma! profeflors eyes 
are alwayes abroad, judging, cenfuring and 
condemning others, bur never queltioni 
themſclves : the Hypocrite in Lakes Goſpel Luke 6.47. 
had two eyes to ſpy the Mote that was in 
his brothers eye, buc bad not one eye to dif- 
ccrn the Beam in tus own eye ; they al- 
ways lay heavy burthens on others, bur will Mat 23.4. 
not touch them themiclyes wich one of their 
hngers. 

_ Thoſe that have onely a: form of F, 
zodlineſs, walk in the broad way to con- 
Cemnation, and arg in the ſame ——_— 
a 
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Aypecrite all other damned fnners , oncly the ones 
pierumque (ins go before to Judgment, and the others 
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alteres que therttore he that is an hypocrite 15 not to 
pSmeri. be looked anto be in x r condition 
_ =y- then open profane perſons, bur in a worke, 
: Tim. C. 
2235417 wretchednels will be his cnd : fo that: 
214 4754 men are not onely guilty of all thoſe 


er «7. 1hominations before mentioned, but 
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_ follow afrer ; but the end of both is deſtru- 
Aion, and condemnation is their portion : 


for be that ſeems to others to be ſound, and 
yet within 1s nothing but rottennels, 

rake up this form to cover all their fob 
ns withall, fo that they are boch gui 
profancneſs and hypocrific ; for at the 

ume when the Apoſtle ſaith, they are guilty 
of theſe fins, be joyns this to the reſt, and 
thar in the Preſent Tenſc ( Having « form of 
godline/s ) they being guilcy of that fin as of 
the former: 'A form of godlineſs without 
the power of it, may well be called the De- 
vels Sin-Mould, wherein he doth caſt many 
ſins at Once 4 do bur read the former Veries, 
and beſides thoſe, the orher (ins that chey 
are guikcy- of ace innumerable. 

If now we will ſuffer this Troth to ſpeak to 
us,it informy us of the deceittuineſs and tecn- 
chery of the hearts of men; O rake heed of 
your own hearts, itisa dangeroas thing t0 

harbor 
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harbor a Traytor within your brelt ; if thy 
heart be deceirful, all cby ations wherem 
thou pretendeſt godlineſs, will be ſo;canye 
expeR good fruit of an evill Tree ?do men 
uſe ro gather Grapes of Thorns, or Lillies 
of Thiltles ? can ye expeR cryſtall Streames 
from impure and muddy Fountains ?a good 
heart produceth a good converſation, and a 
bad heart an evill converſation, there is no- 


þ.: ſooner diſcovers the heart thenthe life; 


isnot that which goerh into the man defi- 
the man, but that which cometh from 
within ; For xt of the heart cometh blaſphe- 
mes, &c. If thy heart be wicked, fo will all 
" thy duties be, thy Prayers, thy Reading, thy 
Conference abopt heavenly nes, of thy 
dutics whatſoever to God and man will be 
abominable, defiled, corrupted and (inful, 
A deceitful heart renders a man uncapa- 
ble of receiving good ; and this is a moſt 
deſperate condition, that a man is not 
made unht for doing any good, bur for re» 
ceiving-any good, all the means of grace 
are inavailable to do him good, the Word 
cannot reach him, Prayer cannot falten 
upon lym, the Spicit of God can inde ne 
cntertainment with him, Merces, Jadg- 
ments, CorreRtiong, all arc lolt, and he hin. 
iclf is laſt ſo long as a deceitful beart dweis 
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in him ; thus doth this leaven in the heart 
ſowre and imbitrer all good things ro the 
foul. 

If any queſtion, how (if a deceitful hearc 
be uncapable of receiving good from God, 
and all men by nature have a deceitful 
beart ) then can any man be converted and 
faved ? 

God did never, nor ever will convert a 
deceitful heart, for when God works upon 
any foul ro cohverſion, then, and nor till 
then doth he take away the decitfulneſs and 
pncleanneſs of the hearr, and immediatly 

ves a new heart and 4new ſpirit ; (A new 

art allo Wr/ P gre e you, and a new ſpirit al- 
fo I pur Within you, and I wil take away the 
ſtony heart ont of your fleſh, and I put wy 
Spirit Within you and Came you ro Walk in my 
Starwres, Ee ) 

Herbar hath onely a form of godhineſs, 
doth not onely deorive orhers, but tumfelf, 
tus Saint feeming 1s his foul-damning ; hs 
poſleſſing of others with a falle beliet, be- 
reaves him(clf of true belief ; whillt he ap- 
pears glortous ro the worlds eyehe remains 
molt deformed and loathfome 1n rhe fighc of 
God, rhas rhe fallbility of the hearr cauſerh 
the infallibility of the ſouls ruine ; the fall- 
blown fail of a treacherous heart will over- 
rop, 
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cop, and curn the ſoul, and finke ir into-che 
bottomleſs Ocean of hell ; fuch a man as this 
is in a far worſe condition then: he” char is 
openly profane, and makerh not the leaſt 
ſhew of Religion, for 

Ficlt, a profane wicked man that makes 


n0 (ſhew of Religion at all, is ſooner con- Soencr 
vinced of his wickedneſs, he hath no Fig. conviar. 
leaves to cover his nakednes, he hath no 


painting to fer off his converſation, he is 
bad, yea, very bad, and ſeems ro be ſo, he is 
one and the ſame, both within and withour, 
he carrieth not rwo faces under one hood, 
he will not curſe with his. heart, and bleſs 
with his tongue, his heart and lips (hall 
both go together ; his mouth (hall be black 
with twearng, lying, and curſing; his eyes 
red with drinking, his throat an open ſe- 
pulchce to all protancnefs, nay, he will be fo 
tar from dawbing over the roctenneſs of his 
heatt with a Saint-like life, char be will be 
alwayes boaſting , and taking glory in the 
ipreading forth of his own infirmiries, and 
private and finful ations, this man will be 
known in his colours, and will go for « 
wicked man 1n the heart and eyes of all 
men, yea of them that arc as bad as himdclf ; 
his man doth notitcal co heltina miſt for he 
vids open defance againſt Heaven, God, 

$ Chriſt, 
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bow ſhon is this man all ns if Con- 
ſcience be awakened 1 he hath not ope 
word to ſay for himſclh, but will cry,Guilry, 
2. Guiky. 
More like Wes mare likely to come to the know- 
2 6953s ledg of his fin, every man will be ready to 
, reprove him who is noterious and openly 
—q wicked, whereby ho (hall become ſenſible 
of the cammiſſian of fin, and is informed of + 
{ych and fuck wicked and conc 
when as the walkerh « 2 
and irreproveable in the cyes of men, and 
therefore not taken nocice of, oY 
An hypo bor (19, but lies bound up in the fexrers of bis 
on re Owe private deceukul heart upto all crerat- 
ty; theman witbe alwayes finding fome- 
what to fay for higaſelf, as, That al} men are 
Unners, us the fraiiey of rhe fleſh, irs the vio- 
keace of rempuation that makes him comm 
fach and fuch an cl, Gods knows its quite 
Contrary to his will, 20 his deſive, yea, to hs 
aft Fhons to do ſo wickedly ; be allows no@# 
him(olf in any way of fin, he conſftancly 
againſt fin, ho keeps his own Paviſh, 
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he is acquaineed with the Serrpeures, yea, he 
can go for a Saint where he s aot 
much known, and he will- make it appear 
that there are wore men in the world 
then he. 


of his fin , his form is + falſe glaſs that com: 
deludes his foul, 


indeed it is nothing bur deformity 3 his 
forme is that which ballances all char 
men can fay againſt him, yea, it blindes 
his own eyes, ſtops the mouth of his 
conſcience, which is every MOMEne ready to 
{ly in his face,he is upheld by bis friends, by 
the world, be is noc oppoſed by the fleſh, 
the devil or wicked men, yea no man can 
ſpeak fo confidently againſt this man as a- 
2xinſt the former, for be goes to hell in 4 
miſt, Ckly and ſmoothly, be is not ſo openly 
manufeted co be wicked as the publike pro» 
fane perſon, yet hs condition is far more 
deſperate and dangerous, the one (hall have 
= to bleſs ons of brought him 50 2 
light of his ſin, when the other (hall have 
cauſe for ever to curſe the devil and his- dc- 
ceitful heart thac delagded bim wich a coun- 
rerfex light woyE" own baſing, 
2 


He that hath a form of godlinchs - Mrs: 
not likely ro come to the knowledg ——_ 


oy te 


 vainly perſwades the | ledg of 
ſoul of its lovelines and integrity , When Ga, 


— 
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and hid and kept back from him the true ſight 
of his tn, 

This lets us fee that thoſe wicked men 
that have only a form of godlineſs, are in a 
molt deſperate and bewailable condition ; 
we may well ſay of theſe men, that the en 
of their pretended holineſs will be (ſhame. 
The Comedy of their plauſible life wilt end 
in a wocful Tragedy : their ghctering gold 
will be curned inco cankering ruſt, the moch 
and gnawing worm of conicence will one 
day cat upon and torment their rich-ſeem- 
ing ſoul ; O theſe men have fo much gazed 
on their own idolized holinels, that they are 
far trom the fight of God. Matthew faith, 
they are the pure in heart that ſhall ſee God, 
then the unclean in heart mult never ſee him; 
they are ſo much cnamored upon, or in love 
with the iRirious raics of their own hol:- 
neſs ; thar che rrue beauty of holineſs is to- 
cally hid from cheic eyes. They (hall never 
ſce God unleſſe ir be when they come to 
Judgment, then they ſhall ſee bim apd hear 
him to their coſt. 1 may ſag of rheſe men ns 
it was faid of Jada, It bad been good for 
chem that they had never been born ; that 
they had never (cen the light, never heard a 
Sermon, nevefſheard of Chriſt, never had 2 
form of godlinels, never mettiencd Religi- 
00. 
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on. O ir had been good for them they had 
never heard of Judgemenes, of mercies, of 
Gods patience, his long ſuffering his genrie- 
neſs ; all theſe and many more ſhall riſc up 
in Judgement againſt chem , yea every Ser- 
mon they have heard, every prayer they have 
been at,and every Chapter they have read, 
ſhall plcad againſt chem, yea their very 
wall xr in Religion, their form of godht- 
neſs, all (hal come againſtrhem at the laſt day, 
and (hall riſc up as ſo many witneſſes againſt 
them, that God whom they profeſiced ro 
ſerve, will be their enemy, Chriſt will nor 
own them , no angel dares ſpeak for chem, 
no Saint will come neer them ; the devil 
whom they have inwardly ferved ſtands 
ready to receive them, and pay them 
their wages, when that heavy fenrence 1s 
pronounced againlt them, Go ye cnrſed 
Wretches into everlaſting condemmation, KC. 
Having a Form of Godlineſs. 
We (hall obſerve further, 
That in the laſt cimes many men (hall con- 
rent chemſelves with a meer ourfide of god- 
lines, 


2 Obſer. : 


When the Son of man cometh, ſhai be finde Luk. 18.8, 


faith on the earth ? 
[c will be a rare thing to finde faith; Re + 
ligion will be ſwallowed up of form : And 
C 3 it 
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x Cor.19. if che Apoſtle could fay in bis time, Fe are 


Ii, 

In quos i” 
nes ſecule- 
rum dive 
De/uni. 


they wpon whom the ends of tht world are 


come : cettainly we may now lay, we are 


they who live in the laſt times, yea in the 
ht of times: I could wiſh that this point 
were not fulhlled in our eyes. 

Forms are more contended for , then 
power, outſide more then in{ide, (hel more 
then kernel - the cruth is, extrinlecall things 
are more fer by, then incrivſecall ; the 
outward reading of the bare lecrer then 


- the inward influences of the ſpirits : ho+ 


4 
= 


lineſs of life and the lively power of god- 
linefs, is now our of falhion with moſt pro- 
feſlors, ourward performances are the re- 
quies of their conſcience, and the foe per- 
tection of their holinels ; their duties arc 
taken up in contentions , and (trifes about 
words and queltions, diſpures and con- 
ferences, about differences in Judgment ; 
thele have almoſt diſputed the powet of Re- 
lIigion our of this Kingdom : for it now 
come t0 that paſs,that he that catinor invent 
ſome new thing,never heard of before,is ac- 
counted no body in matters of Religion: 
_ the condition of moſt on the one 
and, 

There are others that on the other hand 
lore to bear ſuch ſway and rule over w_ 
l 
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that they mult have all men come tothoir Here ! in- 
bow, chey mult be honored and revecenced *£2d ©: 
wich high ceſpeds ; they muſt be looked pp hn hos 
a5 meh of an infallible ſpiric-althatchey ds ,,1. ©. 
is done Fare divine; when inderd bring well [\k+ ch: 
cxamined,it proves very. hardly jury hnmname  Mavpoles, 
yer they aze the onely men whoſe lips maſt ***>cr 
preſerve knowledg.and ac whoſe mouth you. yo 5 
malt ſeek the Law, all chey lay is Golpeland only a 

all chey decree is ro be obeyed, 16 quettion weather 
any thing that they propound is fachon, and <o<k on 
to contradit them 1s herehie , they look on = = 
themſclves as the abſolute parrery; ifyou po © 
before them , then you go two fait , if you 

come after them, theft! you gd £00 Nowly , 

if you ſpeak againſt them, ic is Blaſphemy ; 

nor will theig pride ſuffer they to walke 

cheek by jole ; and yer theſe mens Religion 

13 Parkiamentary ; It the Pachament decree 

Popery then they are for thacyif Epilcopacy, 

then for that, if Presbytery or any other, 

then for that - they have fuch excellent wkil, 

turns all things into Gold : ſocrn theſe men 

make bo: | may ve ( {urdiviaum ) Ado 

but thac Rory of theſe Chat in King 

E dward the (ath time bad preached might» 

ly againſt Popery , and were very realous 

for Reformation and the advanc-ment of 

C 4 the 
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the Proteſtant Religion : how ſoon did 
= conform to the Sacrament of the Altar 
abd to all manner of Popery; in Queen 
Marie: time? yea did not they in their con-+ 
vocation houſe at their firſt meeting fub- 
ſcribe ro all thoſe Popiſh Articles (but very 
few excepted. ) Andof that generation how 
many have we in this Kingdom, nay of a more 
ſuddain murability then che former, who 
at one time were very hery and zealous for 
the maintenance of Epiſcopacy , and were 
eſteemed leatned Preachers and much 
followed! Yet out of the abundance of their 
learning (or rather ſuperſtition) could bow 
and cringe before the Altar,and read Service 
chere as well as any Popiſh Prieſt in Rome; 
and yet almoſt in the ſame pun of time,ora 
very little ſpace intervening, were and ſtill 
are mighty and earneſt acclamators of Preſ- 
byrery; and if you will demand the reaſon, 
ir is only this ; Becauſe Presbytery was the 
next in faſhion, and being in faſhion they 
are reſolved never to be out, unleſs another 
government ſueceed and take place : =_ 
are ſo much obliged to form, tha they will 
make any Goverment whatſoever us divi- 
nan, They have their conſciences made of 
retching leather, and their hearts of wax,the 
one can be made as large as you will, and 
the 
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the other can receive what impreſſion ſoc» 
ver, provided that it be a State Seal, where- 
in authority, pride, and covetouſneſs may 
ſheleer it felf ; when Epiſcopacy was in 
faſhion, then they could Lek towards 
the Eaſt, now Presbytery is in faſhion th 

worſhip towards the North they are fo 
ckilful in turning, and reſolved to play fo 
ſure a game that they will never be out, they 
will not fwim againſt che fream, they have 
not been uſed to any ſuch labor, nay, they 
arc not onely mutable but violent, how 
would theſe men have perſecuted their bre- 
thren to dearh it ſelf, had nor God pur it in- 
to the minde of the Parliament to retain 
the power in their own hands, yea, we 


ſhould have had Boner, Gardner, Harpsfield, ns 
Watſon, and the reſt of them riſen up in dent, 
this Kingdom ; for though theſe men arc nes, =o» 

dead, yet their ſpirits hve in rov many 4 mm 


men. They will deceive the very EleQ if it 
were poſſible. O whited walls ! O painted 
Sepulchres ! O form of godlineſs, where is 
thy power ? Reader, do bur conſider what 
enemies ſuch as theſe have been to Chriſts 
Kingdom, and to Saints in all Ages ; Sce bat 
their carriape to Chriſt himſelf ; how did 
the Scribes,Phariſces and High Prieſts com- 
bipe themſelves together that chey mighe 


intrap, 
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intrap him,inſnare him, intangle him, yea put 
him D death?whichd whey never deſert. 
ed rill they had accompliſhed: Look into all 
Ages, Times, Kingdoms,& Nations;Read bur 
che Eccleſiaſtical Hiſtories ; yea, do but con- 
fider the great and wotull miſcrics of Ger- 
many, and examine whether thoſe that go 
under the notion of Clergy men, have not 
been the introducers of all differences and 
diſtraQtions ;yea, rhey have been fo, are (o, 
and will be fo as long as any State, King- 
dom, or Nation will commit the reins into 
their hands ; they do er ont ang 
ipnty , that they will break Kingdoms, 
Sores, and Nations to pieces befor they 
will be abridged of any of their honors, or 
pteferments, their pride or coverouſneſs, 
it is bred in the bone, and will never our of 
the fleſh ; and no marvel, for the molt pare 
are men endued with admirable gifts 
and parts of natural Knowledg and Learn- 
ing, which indeed are the outward gifts of 
' ory en not being ſpicicualized and fanQi- 
fied ſerve onely co che clation and puffing 
up of che heart, whereby nothing bur Selt 
is admired, 4, and maintained : what- 
ſoever they do (though indeed tending to 
formof godliel, w the ?ewr dd underthe 

orm of godlineſs, as the Zew: did under 

keeping 
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keeping of the Sabbath, waſhing of Cups 
and Platters, cc. 
O generation of Vipers, who (hall de- 
liver you from that wrath chat is to come ; 
irs not your learning, your parts, your high 
looks, your crying up fas Divinum , not 
your form of godlineſs that can do it, nay, 
rather all cheſs ſhall be aggravators and 
pleaders againſt you; you were born and 
bred the brats of Babel , and confuſion 
will be your end, unk6 God turn your $54 
hearts in time unto himſelf : I may well fay 
of England, as the Prophet 1/aiah laid of 
lſracl, O England, they that pretend to be 
thy Teachers,are they that have cauſed thee 
£0 err, yea, and they ſhall be deſtroyed thar 
are led by them z3 Offences will come, bur 
wo to them by whom they do come. 
Conlider again that ſaying of the Pro- _ 
phet Aficah, T be Prieſts teach for hire, the "Dd. 3. 
Prophets divine for money, and yet they lean _m 
wpen the Lord, and ſay, 1: not the Lord 4- 
mong xs ? Can men fay now more then 
ſaid then, What, to lean on the Lord,ro reſt 
on the molt High, ro ſay thav the Lord was 
among them, yea, and at that very time 
when they preached for hire, and prophe- 
lied for money, and did all manner of 
wickedneſs: and is not this thy condition, 
», 
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O Fngland?they are for thy money, for thy 
tithes, for thy fleece, they are alwayes cry» 
ing, What will you give, what will you 
give? though they have two or three Ly. 
vings apiece, the more they have, the more 
they defire, and there is no end of their co- 
yeroninels, and yer they arc not aſhamed to 
ſay, The Lord is among us: what is this but a 
meer form of godligeſs ? ſo they may bur 
thnve and cat of the fatlings of the people, 
they care not how the word of grace thrives 
in their hearts, ſo they may be poſſeſſed of 
cemporal means,they care not how little the 
people bepoſleſſed offpiritual,it is their own 
private gain they aim at for their preaching, 
and not the inward gain of any foul by their 
preaching ; O what a miſerable condition 
are poor ſouls Gr ſhall pay 
fo dear a price for that which Chriſt Jeſus 
bath ſo freely purchaſed, and go withour it! 
And yet here 1 do not intend to muzzle the 
mouth of the Ox that rreaderh our the corn, 
to binde a conſciencious godly powerful 
Miniſtry to their performance of their duty 
of labouring in the Word and Doftrine, 
and free their Hearers that are taught 
by them from communicating to thoſe 
thar reach chem, Freely yow have ve- 
cerved, freely give ; look as well to thoſe 
ro 
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to whom the Word is diſpenſed, as to 
the diſpenſers of it,and that man wil hardly 
evidence himſelf ro have more then a form 
of godlineſs, that holds his hand from this. 
There are others that would rake it i 
great ſcorn, if you bue queſtion them for 
their Religion, and yer are carried with the 
ſtream of the Times: they can put on any 
Religion, they will alwayes be of that Re- 
ligion as the Parſon of their Pariſh for the 
time being is, they will fay as he faith, chey 
will hang their faich on his lips, and do as he 
doth, theirs cannot be properly called Re- 
ligion but Eletion ; ho alrer and chaſc 
thei Religion, as they chuſe their Parſon, 
Chriſt | not be their pattern, but man; 
they will do as their Forefathers did, rhey 
will follow the molt in the marrers of rheir 
Religion, they love not ſuch fellows that 
diſturbe the Pariſh wherein chey live, and 
trouble their heads with thoſe things that 
concern the Miniltry of the Word ; no, oo, 
ſay they, He that made us will fave us, God 
s meratul, we will keep our own Pariſh 
Church, play a game at Bowls, or go tothe 
Alchoaſe with our Parſon after Evening 
Prayers,yea love our neighborsand hve civi- 
ly with them, and pay every man his due : 
l0 is not hexe 2 very fair account of a form of 
godlineſs. + The 
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The will zppeat glorious, as 
thar 1t will be a ſhame ro every man that 
hath not at leaſt a form of godlineſs, yes, it 
will be a great difparagement ro that man 
that hath no form, no ſhew xt 21}; W har iwill 
that man fay, ſhall che | of Grace be 
fo conſpicuous, and fo clearly evidenced in 
the lives and converſations of forh and foch 
men, and (hall 1 lead an open hfe ? 
No, that will lay me open to all dereſtarion 
and ſhame, chough 1 am not cordially and 
really godly, yet 1 will profefs the life of the 
ighteous, I will at leſt perſonare their wayes 
and aQions, Iwill be accounted juſt, leſt all 
men contemn me, and fay, there an 
Achielt, there goes a wicked wrerch, there 
wa man in whoſe t is nexther hea- 
ven nor hell, God, nor devil ; with foch 
man have not to do in commerce or truſt ; 
thus for ſome oblique and finiſter ends, doth 
this man ourwardly aft the life of godh- 
nes, and for theſe reaſons dorh he his 
G_ and delighc in a form of godk- 


Others there are that think a form of 
godlinefs witt ferve their rurn, and carry 
them ro heaven, well as the beft, yea, they 
reſolve to be merry and wiſe, chey will run 


no hazard, they arc all for the fair and 
ſmood 
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ſmooth way, ler it lead whether it will, chey 
hope, nay, they will be confident thac their 
way (t it be Pia /ati ſims) lexderh ro 
the gates of crernal life, 

They are as well pleaſed with z form as 
may be, for that it bids as fair for heaven in 
the ſight of men, »» the power dorh, and all 
they do is to be ſeen of men ; in ſtrad of do- 
ing good works before men, that thereby 
God the Father might be glorified which is 
in heaven ; they do their good.works that 
chey themſelves might be glorified and ca. 
nonized amongſt men : Thus they rob God 
of his Glory, and their fouls of erernal 


comfort. 
A meer form ſes not to ſufferings 
when the power ow, for a Formaliſt is ap- 


proved on of all fides, be Call not meer 
with reproaches and rubs in his way, he may 
go querly to hell without moleſtarion ; for 
| ar conhident you never heard of any man 
that ever ſuffered any thing the 
ſpeakimg of, who did content himſelf onely 
with 2 of Religion, for it js impofidle 
that » form, which i but a ſhadow, a re- 
ſemblance, a meer nothing, ſhould under- 
take or encounter with a fiery criall, 
A form of godlines dorh not tix up a 
man to thar anſterity and ftriftncſs of con- 
verſation 


_ _ 
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verſation as the power doth , forms give 
more liberty to the fleſh, can — 
fubmit ro any injunRion, and lye under any 
command without reluftancy of conſcience, 
or oppoſtion of ſpirit, when the power can 
nor will do neither, {o that they that have 
onely a form, may live cafier and have their 
Religion at a cheaper rate then others, be- 
ing leſs obnoxious to the times, for the 
ſhall pak for very quiet, honeſt, harmleſs 
men, when others (hall be (gmatized with 
the reproachful name of commgn diſtru- 
bers, and faftious perſons, oc. 

Having a form of odlineſs, but deny! 
the power uf V Ve (hall look = chis 
once upon theſe words ; 

That thoſe that deny, contemn, and ab- 
hor the power of godlineſs, do at the ſame 
time 1imbrace 8s 5 ofar. 

We ſhall not te [hew you what the 
Power of Godlincſs is, but (hall leave it to 
he lace to be handled. 

deration both of our former 
and later Tins, will evidence and make 
good this ; Y ou cannot be ignorant of the 
Nicknames and Reproaches that have been 
caſt upon the truly godly, boch Minaſters 
and People : Read but the Hiſtory of the 
Church, and you (hall fade that os whach 
were 
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were moſt ſt and ſevere in their oarward 
performances of n, were the greareſt 
vilihets, corners, and abuſers of thoſe that 
were carried forth in the and 


power of godlineſs. It is Storied of one 


be rated and commirred by the "Fre? 
Chriſtians on the when they mer ©* ws 
together, that they could no endure 

it, which ſcandalous report was ſent to the 
Emperor CAMaximinns; yea, they faid that 

the Chriſtians did = __ fleſh , —_ 

they were the cauſe of any plague , , 

war, famine or deſtruction that came 
the po whom rb wn 
they were fo im wicked that 

ſer up xn Aſe <wryly faid, that _ 
was the God of the Chriſtians, and that the 
Chriſtians were fo lewd,that their meetings 


LEED uncleanneſs : yer theſe men 
had a ki 
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«rulyReligiousto whom the truly conſocn- 


tious and godly man is a common by-word, 
& an biſhng,as calling them Puritans, & Pre+ 
cilians ; veait any one that did countenance 
or wake ſhew of Religion, did bur fall into 
a (CMprazion, and Was Overcome by it, how 
ſhould all proteGors.be concluded under the 
ſame, or a work gvile, and ſcandalized for 
the (up of one: how have they formerly been 
deipited, 2nd accounted dilturbers of the 
Church in the time of the Biſhops ; nay,are 
they not fill called Roundheads , SeRaries, 
Schilmaticks,and what not 2 even by thoic 
that profeſs themſelves to be Chriſtians: fuch 
as theſe arc the devils proper faftors, inſtcad 
ot bearzng with the inhrmuries of one ano- 
ther , they will izmpote the beavy burrhen 
thereot upon all the Reſt, if they can but 
hnde or hear of a godly man ( as thry con- 
ceive ) making bat a profter to the Kingdom 
of Satan; they prefertly would: tavicle all 
others unto the lame _JInterelt, And what 
is this bur a plain oppeſttion of the form of 
godhock againſt the cruc power of nttor do 
not thele revilers themielves profets the 
ſame Goſpel, look to be ſaved by+ os _ 
Chriſt, as they will acknow 
how do t hate the wayes Tr by 


deipiling and contemning thoſe that ſhew 
forth 
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forth the power of Religianan their conver” 
ſations! Yea, | am conhidentno Nation under 
heaven ever had the Goſpel ſo powerfully & 
plencifully preached as England bath: and 
ver no greater perſecutors of the profeſſors 
of it, then England hath been, and is to this 
very day ; and that is it thar will ſpeak very 
{ad things againſt us : yer, Say to the righte- 
nr, it hall go well With him, but wo to the 
wiched for be ball bave thereward of hu on 
doings ; Now thele men do namely imbrace 
the form of godbneſs, rhopgh at the fame 
time they deny ,/ concemn and abbor the 
power of it. 

Becauſe the power of godlicels will not 
ſuffer men co live looſely , but it obligerh 
them co + (br walking with God , when 
form lets lookethe reins unco-the tieth, cor- 
ruptions and Jufts ; a cruly godly man 1s al- 
ways moving -n a heavenly and divine 
ipheare , whewan hypocrite is glewed un- 
to the ſenſual delights of the world. The 
power of god! gels makes men con{acntious 
in therr walkingeowards God and men,thcy 
cannoe ſerve od and Mammon ; the right 
ind ſole objeR of their love & duty is God, 


| whos bue the ces ec ming obxR. 

| The power of godlines wails and detirayes 

thoſe fins ther the form would keep _ 
D 2 
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and preſerve, 2nd hug as their deareſt dart 
ings : thoſe fins that the truly godly tremble 
but co mention , the ſame will the formaliſt 
gloriouſly, and rejoycingly perpetrate in the 
light of men. 

This may inform us by way of caution,to 
take heed how we regulate , and pitch our 
thoughts concerning the profeſſion of Reli- 
gion,that we alwayes ſ{criouſlytric before we 
chooſe leſt we take all for gold that gliſters, 
& (hadows for fubltances;theſe times where- 
in we hve do require diſcerning judgments: 
never was godhneſs more counterfeuted and 
abuſed then now, and never was wicked- 
neſs more faircly glofſcd and varniſhed ovet 
then now it 1s ; bur let all fair appearing 
bypocrires know,that a ſmall boat may ſerve 
to Wherry them over the Themes, but it will 
not carry them to the Eaft Pndier; their form 
may ſerve their curn here , but it will never 
convey them unto heaven; no, there is a leak 
maheir veſich which will by the way infſen- 
ſibly tink them into the black occan of hell ; 
Chriſt will never be che Prlac ro conduRt a 
rotten bark into the hacbor of reſt and ſafe- 
ty - thou wholiveſt oncly upon a form of 
godlineſs, Chriſt will nevex owp thee for any 
of his ; Yea,though choa (houldeſt preach in 
tus name,and caſt our devils in his name, yea 

though 
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thongh thou doeſt many great works in his vu n:4 
name,yet Chriſt will fay,” Veridy 1kn0\ thee 1,0 7% 
not, depart from me thow worker of iniquity. ©v 91 1ean 1? 
When ye mowed and faſted , was it tome, nt "Wo 
even to me, ſaith the Lord did you it wot for your —— _ 
ſelves ? Tea, was it not for ſtrife, debate and 11. . 
contention to [mite with the þf# of wickedneſ; ? Lech 7.5, 
So will Chriſt fay to all formaliſts , Did 7F . 
you preach for me, was it not for your EPS 
ſelves ? was it not that you might grow 
inco eſteem among the people, and chat 
you might mal benehces by it ? gpiſcopal 
did you faſt ro me? was it not for your Clergy 
ſelves? was it not for fear your own when they 
Kingdom and power was going Gown ? was Te _ 
it not for fear of the diminution of your e- ——_ 
ſteem and applauſe amongſt men? how arher face; 
zealous have men been againſt choſe rhings * Enquire 
that have but ſeemed to leſſen their glory ! wherker 
O what cries have they made againſt error, = _—_ 
bur what hitle care have they taken for ſup- bn 
preſſion of vice and prophaneſs , cither 1n the Parlia. 
City or Country ; * with what vehemency ment a- 
have they followed the Parliament for keep- 52'*® 
ing down error (* Wherein they have done WM 
well } bur on the other (ide, how filent have thar ic be 
they been, and key-cold in the work of root- error i» 
- de all open fin and prophaneſs ; and 7 ©7 
what is the reaſon ? cerrainly it is this, Pro- 7 
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phaneſs ſtrikes not ſo direly art them, as that 
which they call Error, doth : yea there are 
ſome men to mine own knowledg that arc 
very bitter againſt any chart (hall oppoſe 
them in opinion or judgment, though con- 
vinced they are otherwiſe godly +; yea, who 
would not allow that benefit ro them as they 
do to a Bawdy houſe or houſes in this parti- 
cular. I ſpeak nothing but upon knowledg, 
for I have importuned (ome, that fuch houlls 
mighr be puniſhed and put down ; bur they 
have, yea do, to this very day fufter them, 
though they have power in their hands to 
ſupprels them, yea & could have done it with 
a word from their mouths, or hac trom their 
hands ; how far off fromthe true efticacy of 
godlnel(s are (ach as theſe? 1 am certain 
where the power of godlinels rules, it will 
make « man as zealous againſt every fin as 
any (mn - but for a man to be zealous onely 
againſt ſuch (ins as ſtrike at himſelf in poinc 
of prot, credir,or clteem fuch a mans zeal is 
not tor God, but for himicit: fo that we may 
well izy,fin is not puniſhed beranle ig is (10, 
buc becauſe ſuch and fuch men tear that they 
ſ11all (utter by it : as for a Minilter to bevery 
forward in puniſhing the ſin of druonkcnacis, 
in fuch of his paruhoners as deſert their 
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go to 1ſlingtap or elſewhere to hear, and yer 
1s conſcious of the ſame vice in many others 
of his pariſh which conſtantly hear him,who 
ſhall go free and urgueltivoned ; this is 
not ſo mych for their being drunk, as for 
their gaing from their own pariſh; in 
like maner there be ſome that be very 
ready -ro...infket puniſhment on thoſe 
that reſort not unto pubkke meetings at 
their own pariſh Church, but frequenc pri- 
vate mectings ; yet they can obſerve and 
know of many chat ſpend the Lords days in 
caroufing, and revelling , both at home and 
in the Ale -houſes, and yet can falve ap ſuch 
prophaneſſcs, and paſs them by unpuniſhed: 
this 15 not to puniſh (in becauſe it is linful, but 
that it may be ſerviceable and advantagious 
to ſome liniſter end or other ; for were the 
puniſhment oat of a conſcientious deteltz- 
tion of the (in, then would it aot be partial, 
or particular ,. but univerſal, without rg* 
ipeR of perſons or place ; Again,thoſe that 
would have them puniſhed for meeting in 
private at any time to confer about maxters 
of Religion, therefore accounting them 
broachers and tomenters of error, can at 0- 
ther times wink.” at, and be privy unco the 
prophane meetings of ſwearers, drunkards, 
and blaſphemers of the moſt high God,and 
D 4 of 
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of treacherous and b conſpirators, 
both againſt che Church Stare ; nay, it 
may be they them(clves the principal 
in ach deſperate and nnd nary ay ma 
this is not the true way to puniſh the fin of 
Error as 4 n— for if ic were, then 
drunkennels, ſwearing, blaſ] , Teaſon 
and conſpiracy , being all as great, nay 
greater errors, (ſhould have a ſhare, if nor 
a larger proportion of puniſhment. Such as 
theſe arc not much unlike the Biſhops,that 
would ſtrip men of their livings , turn them, 
their wives and children our of houſe and 
home, for not reading the Common Prayer- 
book, or not wearing a Surplice,or for non- 
conformiry in this or that point , though 
never ſo godly and painful Preachers : but 
had a man been but comformable unto their 
munRions , were he never fo common a 
drunkard,ſwearer, whoremonger, or wicked 
perſon,nay were he neyerſo ignorant,or ſot- 
riſh, chis was the man iomoveable,he ſhould 
have been faſtened upetſuch a rock of con- 
formity that all the winds, ftormg,or bluſter- 
ing noiſe and accuſation of his lewd-led life, 
ſhould never have been able to have prevail- 
cd againſt him : nay his people ſhould have 
been puniſhed if they had bur moved z com- 
plainr againſt him,or had refuſed ro come to 
| hear 
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hear him : now the reaſon why ſuch a wicked 
man goes ſcorfree, & unpuniſhed, and the in- 
nocent-godly ſuffer cribulation: ic is becauſe 
the wicked prophane Prieſt was a to the 
Biſhops Kingdom, he was a faithful ne, 
they had him fare enough, he would do them 
no harm : ſay what you could againſt him, 
this cured all, He « conformable, O then do 
ſo no more and farewell: yea and Tam con- 
fidene had our Parliament given as much 
power to the Clergy now, as ſome would 
have had, that ſo they might have had every 
man under their government and cenſure ; 
you might have complained long enough 
cither againſt miniſter or people, withour 
a redreſs, had they bur ſaid, We are for Preſ. 
byterie, it had been as full an anſwer, as for- 
merly to have ſaid, We are conformable, That 
is, fach a Presbyreric as ſome of our 
would have had. Witneſs thoſe looſe, ig- 
norant, irreligious and ſcandalous Elders, 
which are choſen and ſtand approved in 
their reſpedtive Claſſes to this day : though 
ſome of them have proteſted they know no 
Government, nor will acknowledg any like 
to Epiſcopacy, and I believe ſome Triers 
alſo maſt confeſs chat before their zpproba- 
tion they have been informed thus. 

Here we feethat many men place their 
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content in 2 form of godlineſs ; O vanity of 
vanitics / O fading joy ! O birrer ſweer 1 O 
fond conceit ! this cheir bluls will be rheir 
bane and yexation of ſpirit ; this was the 
condition of che five fooliſh Virgins, who had 
cheir lamp trimmed and made as glorious a 
ſhew as the wiſe did, and went altogether 
to meet the Bridegroom + bur the five 
fooliſh had no oyl in their lamps, that is, 
they had no grace in their hearts ; bue weat 
to ſeek for it when it was too late, for the 
Bridegroom came in the interim, and the 
door was ſhut againſt them, and then they 
cried, Lord open unto us:bur obſerve Chri 

anſwer, Venly I fay unco you I know you 
pot ; Chriſt knows never a formalilt in the 
world, Chriſt neves had or will have any ac- 
quaintahce with them, chough they pretend 
ro have never ſo much acquaintance with 
him ;. let them hag themlelyes in their own 
conceir , let them go on in their ſeeming 
content, all their hopes at length will be 
blaſted, and they (hall bave no more com- 
fort then their own conceic can afford them; 
how woful and miſcrable will their end be, 
whole expeation periſheth ? Chriſt faith, 
Son g've me thy heart, but they never give 
Chriſt their hearts in all their lives : they 
give the form unto Chriſt, and the heart uo- 


to 
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to their luſts ; bur che neerer char theſe draw 
to Chriſt, che more will their form of godli- 
neſs vaniſh, as the fooliſh Virgins did 10 che 
$ verle of the 2x. of Mathew : where it w 
faid, that their lamps went our, when t 


looked for moſt benefic they found moſt de. 19» © 13- 


| » Alatio 
{o then, know thou that art bur a meer out- —— 
ſide in Religion ,” who accompanielt thy ſelf rie. 


ceit, for the hope of the hypocrite ſhall periſh 


with the godly, and wilt be cen ra. be as 
one of them, yer know, that when chy Gold 
all come unto the Touch ltane, it will be 
found adulterate and counterfeit : it is not 
thy company can ſhadow or proce thy fu. 
perficial profeſſion from the dilcerning eye 
of God ; when thou (halt make thy ap» 
proaches unto Chriſt, then , even then ſhall 
thy paint appear and be diſcovered, like the 
paintings of an harlot before the heat 2 char 
which paſſech for ſolidity in the eyes of man, 
will be tound vanity 10 che lzghe of God, 
for though men judg according to the out- 
ward appearance, yet Chrilt judgerh accord» 
ing to whats within ; fo that, chough thou 
maycit carry things cloſc and covered for a 
time, yet a diſcovering time will come, when 
Chrilt will fay, Gs - 

not, even that he hath chat us, that he feemerh 
to have ; Ochen thy godlinels will prove 


bur 
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weve + Dt 3 form, thy riches poveny, thy glotious 
_y garments nakedneſs, thy conceir of want- 


xv 5:. ing nothing will be the wane of allchings ! 


dug i110 Yea thou wilt be poor, blinde, and 
co we"! naked, wretched and miſerable. O you 
=o . that have been profeſſors of rhe Golpel 
Sex © theſe rwenry, thirty or forty yeers, who 
£ rvgaic have followed Sermons as much as any, 
£ + who have performed dutics in your famikes, 
yea in your cloſets ! tell me, did youcver 
meet with Chriſt in a Sermon, in a family,or 
cloſer-dury : have you not gone on in a 
formal way,reſting upon dutics done? what 
are you reformed in your families,or in your 
perions? are you not as covetous now as 
rwenty yeers ſince, as uncharitable,as proud, 
as lokwarme, as ſelf-ſeeking ? yea and haſt 
thou nor taken content, and bleſſed thy ſelf 
im this condition ? O be now informed,that 
all rhis time thy Religion is bur a form of 
godlineſs, thou art bur a rotten hypocritica | 
profeſſor , one that baſt all this time lived 
upon thy ſelf, thy duties, thy parrs, thy gifts, 
bur co this day never upon Chriſt, never had 
one hours ſweet communion withGod;never 
ſeen the rayes of his love in the face of 
Chrift, never been with God in the mount, 
never been raviſhed witch his preſence nor 
ſeen his glory : yea heaven and carth ſhall 


wit- 


witneſs againſt rhee this day, that thou haſt 
only a form of godlinefs, thou takeſt char for 
Gold that is but droſs and tin , it will not 
paſs for currant coin another day ; your 
garment will be moth- eaten, your nakedneſs 
will appear, your faith will prove but hiſto- 
rical and temporary, you have ſpent your 
time to ſmall purpoſe, you are like the horſe 
in the mill, you are now where you were 
ewenty yeers ago, not one ſtep neerer hea” 
ven;you have not had one glimpſe of glory 
from above, not one ſupper with Chrilt,nor 
one Feaſt of fat things to this very day : 
thou haſt ſpun a fair thread, but not a fure 
one, thy glaſs hath run for vanity,not for c- 
ternity ; thou (halr have the full aime of chy 
performances accompliſhed into thy boſom, 
the applauſe and pleaſing of men ; thou 
mayeſt expire thy laſt breath in the praiſe 
and admiration of man, thy name may be 
had incontinual remembrance for th = 
deeds and Saint like converſation wi 
which indeed was the ſum of thy expeRati. 
on : but inſtead of thy approbation before 
God, thou ſhalt receive a curſe, and the diſ- 
mal and woful doom of horror and de- 
ſtruFon unto all erernity, in_ that lake 
which burneth for ever , where thy good 
works before mea ſhall be thy axculere and 
* rormen- 
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tormenters before God. for thy traſting to 
them for lif2 and ſalvation. 

Thoſe that under z form of godlinefs op- 
= the power of ir, let fach know,that they 

rive againſt that ffream that will ſwallow 
chem up, for great is truth, and ic (hall 
prevaile:rruth may be oppoſed and oppreſt, 
bur never ſuppreſt; it will couragiouſly 
bear up that ſoul chart ſhall imbrace « in all 
trials and affiitions. O rake heed, though 
you are cunning,yert it 15 but ro decerye your 
ſelves; look but upon 7=das, how did he 
oppoſe truth, yea the Lord of truth? but 
bow ſoon did che power of truth convince 
his ſpicir, and caufed ſuch a horroe of con- 
ſcience within him, that he went our and 
hanged himſclf 2 how ſoon crumbled he into 
hell? what damnable hypocrific is it for a man 
to profels to love that which he hateth ? in 
words to profeſs he knows God, -ard in 
works to deny him? co love the body, and 
hace the ſoul of godlineſs > O know; that 
the rime is ar hand that thy own conftrrence 
will fly in thy face, thy own profeſſion will 
witneſs againlt thee , char chou did{t bur 
_ and counterfeit the ſincerity of Re- 
igion :.and how thou didft abhor in thy 


heart the purity of that godlineſs, that thou 
pretendedi with chy mouth and _—_ 
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O this is a foul-damm ; k 
ro be' in the power arknefs - 
cone into the world, bur theſe men for fy _—,- 


weſt more then Ii / and it ir becanſe their Los 


deeds are evil : men fight againſt God, , 2+: 
yea cat dirt in- the very” face of God; comenpe> 
that man that oppoſeth the truth of God, pillan o 


oppoſeth God himſelt; he chat ſtrikes and Md eb 12 


ſtands in oppoſition xgainlt the 

2odlinefs, {tri ho ot the baints of | xorgpts " 
he that toucheth themgoucheth the of 
Gods eyet He thar deſpiſeth you, deſpierh 
me,and he that deſpiſeth me deſpiſeth ham that 
ſent me ; lietle doth a' man know what,and 
whom he oppoſerh whery tic oppoſerh truch. 

He oppoſeth all power in heaven and , 7: + 
earth, for God is x Godof Truth ; BK x dry , Se 
reed ableteſtand zgrinſt x conſuming hre oo vey” 
ſurcly no yet this bis Go@ whe thou reAiow” . 
ſcſt is a conſuming fire ; is a Worm able eo IGai. 40. 
overcome a'Lyon ? thou art much lefs uble Is. 
to hghe with God ; who can contend with 
the Almighty, unto whom 211 the Nations 
of the eaxth are but as ene dropof a bucker, 
and alt che world bar as the duſt of the bak 
lance : God is ſo infinite in himſelf, as char 
he weigheth the Mountains in a balkince, 
and takerh up the Iles as a very ſmallthing : 1, 18.3. 
0 What ar thew that darkeſt þ conſt york 
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makes powledg, did ever any guaggges 
Cult poetery los ack cone 
of them that 0 wer 
* 2, He her wheredy God commu- 
nicares if ro the ſouls wh = 
and through Jeſus Chrilt - O 
thou doſt as muchas in thee licth, cut hy 
ſelf off from heaven, life, and glory ;d 
thou think it nothing to ſhut the door a- 
gain Chriſt, and ſtand at defiance 
od himſelf ; rhough thou maiſt deceive 
men, yet thou canſt nor deceive God, who 
Jer.17.16, ſcarcherh the heart, and cricth the reines, 
Kgs Je and knows poor (inful mans thoughts afar 
how — of, ya delzgns thou plocteſt and 
ferataver jeteſt againſt the Truth, and fo 
pes mſelt, they be never 
nam, @&c, vert, yet they ſhall munifeliad cad made 
known, for none can hide from his pre- 
ſence,it thou ſoareſt ashigh as heaven,God is 
there,if thou deſcendeſt as low as hell God 
is even there allo, Tone takeſt che wings 
of che mornin roche utmoſt 
ab j earth, bao | Gods ri = 
lead thee, yea, there (hall he finde 
on mer 
? 
Dueſt.1. If ic be ſo a thing for a man to 
content bi 9.0 08. 65 gan, 
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and ro oppoſe the power of it ; How then 
may I know whether I content my ſelf with 
the bare form of godlineſs, or my profeſſion 
be formal or real ? 

Firſt, Examine thy conſcience, and ſearch An/w.T. 
throughly into thine own heart, G—_— þ Book 
grounds and terms thou tookeſt up thy 2m 
profeſſion, Was it to pleaſe thy friends * or co, (hall 


tor that it was in faſhion and credit inthe be opened. 


world ? or for that form was not ſo ſubjeRt Revel.20. 
to perſecution as the power was? dot thou ** 
frequent the hearing of the Word for com- 
pany ſake ? or becauſe thou wouldeſt not be 
taken notice of for abſenci by (elf? or for 
any other ſiniſter end or baſere whartſo- 
ever? it fo, then know that all rhy Religion 
is meerly ſuperficial, and thy power formal. 
Doſt thou reſt in Duties done Þ do pub- 7 
like _—_ Ordinances, as the Word 
Preached, Sacraments Received, Prayer in As the 
thy Family or Cloſer, give full content to poend 
thy Spiric, n_ thou never didſt meer 
Chrilt in any Ordinance or Duty? doſt chou Lots 
boaſt thy ſelf of thy Charity, or account thy \4ce 1 xm 
{lf blefled for thy Almeſdeeds > doth thy nor as &» 
a for no further reſt and ſatisfaftion — m_ 
ur from th rmances ? O then know, 

that all ee hon haſt concenced thy ell hs 
ſelf in but a form of godlincs. Its obſerve. 
[5 able 
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able in thoſe men that now contend for the 
participation of the Ordinance of the Lords 
Supper, and would through might and 
main ruſh upon, and intrude unto the re- 
ctiving of ir, that they have nor the power 
of zodlicefs ar 2h in them ; nay, | believe, 
there arc very few of them that Have fo 
much as che form, for 27e either 1gno- 
perſons; they 


ble may be, and if chey can 
bur to 4 form of godhnefs, 
it is the urmoſt exrene of 


and never 


come there. 

All theſe that will bring forierivng to 
Chiift that they may be faved + they will 
hear fo many Scrmons in » week, receive (0 
maty varraments in 2 Pear, w 4 ſb many 
Fatis wa moncrh, and then mT 


— _- --- 


doth them great 
fave therti, if now fe 


} nt derehe gf che 


and theit perforthances ? her efore have We lai.s8.z, 


fafted, ſay thty, and thew ſcift aq 3.01 
fore have be dffiificd aur ſouls, ard the 
takeſt no bnowledg $54 theſe men think 


that Duties oblige £0 acce and 
mm kgpebcion of of them Ty 
hrirm Bom peer then ; they think that 
Lc Ces pegs 
$ will be as fo pirtn lots ro 
ao t6 hehe, [bak O poSr fouls, there 15 
Self Nicks in the wheeh, ind retiids and 
clogs theit pallige, fo ths their glaks of 
Time will be tud out before es 
their watt &i4 ; O here is Sel. dexeir, 
and Sou-darithing deceit, this is not _ 
denial, bur Ei a 
the form goth, 
may ever bc — nd 
_ School of Chrilt, never rethoving til 
- they be ſinking into eternal; on. 
Thoſe thir can be Saints at home, apd 
Devils abroad , iy tn Devils at =p and 
Saints abroad: h 
an ppb 


can 
at 
ind yo yn ER 


yer 


A” —— — es es - .s-— -o50 ts. a _ __— _ 


(2 


He that 
hath the 
wer of 
od |inc(s 
UnNIYtrfT. 
folly tor 
_ Sod, in 
all places, 
at all 
times in 
the gene- 
ral courle 
of his life. 


£ 
Chriſtians 


will not 


_— — ——— 
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yet abroad in a remote place where they are 
not known, they can change their habit of 
ſtricknels into a babit of looſenels and pro- 
fancenels, they can whore, drink, caroule, 
and ſpend whole nights in rioting and 
cChambering , and make their tongues as 
black as hel! with all manner of curſings and 
blaſphemies : In ike manner there be others 
that a& the Devils part in their Families, 
by violently aſl culting, curiing, avd railing 
againſt wife, children and ſervants, io as 
his Family is as a hell upon earth ; but take 
them from home, what Saiht-like cx- 
pretone and diſcourſes ſhall you hear Gow 
rom them? what fair and amiable carriages 
and behaviors ſhall you meet withall from 
them t O Self-ſanftihed ! O glorious hypo- 
ctiGe { O damnable form of godlinels ? 
Others that are very well contented with 
whar publike means they have id their Pa» 
tiſh,” be ir good, be ir bad, ic Rrves their 
turns, they can ſavorly reliſh it, and account 
all others ſaperflaoas, though far more cx- 
Mor and profirable , they look not fo 


nake Chaff mach after their kdification by the means, 
for Whcas. a5 their confined vbfctvation abd Frequent- 

ing cv The means; nay, they will weed ir £6 
be% fin in chat mano thar ſhall ſomerimes 


forbear t6 come unto che diſpetifrion of 
the 
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the means in his own Pariſh, be it never fo 
fruitleſs and unprofitable, and wil evil in- 
treat ſuch x'man, and proſecute all rigorous 
ways for his undeſerved puniſhment ; they 
will never queſtion nor frarch into the 
Domes h their Parſh Prieſt, nor bring 
them to the rouchitgne of the Scriptures, bur 
all he faith, Probarme +F, all is Golpet char 
he dehivers. 

Thofe that ground af! their Religion in 
Hearing , nd repeating Sermons , in 
praying in their Families, in ſinging of 
Plalos, and make theſe and fuch like Feties 
their main evidences for heaven, onely 
mixed with a civil life. 

Thoſe thar reſt upon learning, gifts, rk 
endowmetits and abilries in preaching , 
prayer, conference, and diſpates in marrers 
of Religion, yea im under{tanding Sc riptarts 
in many places in wand rs and rea! in- 
terpretation, nay , and can render” them 
profitable unto others, yer they rhemſctvrs 
remain caſtawayes ; theſe norwichfianding 
all che power of Rhetorick are void of the 

ower of 'podlinefs, and embrace the 
ſhadow. 

Thoſe that are onely zealous for Gods 
Cauſc and Chriſts, when they are in com- 
pany, and among Chriſtians, who when 


E 3 they . 


73 
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the 

A ny for eo lei 1 

for God will be turned into curlings » 

ſwearings, and blaſphemings ; they are 


any zeal , they newer int 
groans to heaven unlcls it be in 
Trend op et 

cry £0 ACAVED, \ 
the ves with the meer form of god- 
incls. ; 


Thoſe that arc non-proficients in the 
School of Chrilt in the matters of Religion, 
they arc alwaycs as one (tay, they ate the 
(amc that WEE ten, Ur 


then 


A Pilla parge Formality. Ti. 
give you no account, but fhil they hope » Per. g. 'y 
well, they do what chey can, avd more they **- [ 
cannat do. 

Thaſe that have + dy oh Ara 10. 
ruptians raigning in them 3s ma 
youu co have n@ ceformation, cher 
in their awn perſons or their Families, that Grace we] 
are no more you uato conformity t© dork caſt 4k 
Chuift or his Word, then before; ler cheſe ==: luſt, | 
profes or think of themſelves what rhey — a 
will, they arc in a falſe rraR, they are going 
the rode way to perdition, all the power oft 
their Faith or Religian canner drive them 


may haze a form of godlinefs, How then | 


ouT, . | 
Secing then that by what you have ſaid, 1 Zurf.2, | x 
(hall I know whether I oppot the power of | 


god uneſs ? ; wy 

Fint, ſuch 3 man cannot indure a. ſtrft gy es, ml. 
walking with God, he likes not an holy life, ' { 
and converſationghey are too itkſgm 4 


to lum ; they chac will gee gion th leaſt 
Way unro leafures, that wil ove 
idle _ —__ 4, 
men are p00 ſtrict, roo leyere and precile in 
their aSions, chey are more nice chen wiſe, | 
what needs all chis ado ? to what cad foch | 
ſtriftnels of bfe ? why not now and thet 2 
lczle pleaſure? why not 3 luſt to be ar 

4 y 
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why not a little pride ? why not a little 
idleneſs ? why not a lictle Qumber to the 
cyclids, and folding of the hands to ſleep ; 
this will be their felſon, this their plea ; 
theſe reaſonings will never our of their 
mouthes,untill rhey be digeſted into aRions 
and cuſtomes of finning : thus they cannot 

prove of a {tri i cloſe walking with 
God, bur will be upbraiding and condem- 
ning thoſe that cither endeavor it, or plead 
for it, they will ſeek ro cloud and extinguiſh 
the light of Grace in any who on-Hine 
their form of godlineſs. 

They like not thoſe men that will be 
medling with the Scriptures, unleſs they be 
Miniſters, its not for Lay men to ſtudy the 
Scriptures, or to inter-meddle with other 
mens Callings, and yet the Exhortation 1s 
to all ro ſearch the Scriptures ; and it was 
the high commendation of the Bereans, that 
they ſearched the Scriptures, to ſee whether 
thoſe things were true that Pas/ ſpake, yea 
or no; yea though the Scriprares ave able to 
make the man of God perfett,co throughtly fur- 
wiſhed to every good Work, yer theſe men like 
it not, that any man (bur Miniſters ) ſhould 
laborin the Word,and the reaſon is, for that 


+ a Formaliſt thar oppoſeth the power of god- 


lincls, is not able to diſpute or argue with 
| tholc 


I” OS TX RYr— 
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thoſe thar imploy themſelves itt rhe marrery 
of erernal life, and are acquameed wich the 
minde of Chrilt in the Scripenres t It was 
not for nothing that our Saviour ſaid, 
Bleſſed i be thiut « not offended with me ; 
now whoſocver is offended with the /eerch- 


ing or exerciſing the Scriptmrer, he i offend- Jok. 5 4. 


cd with Chrilt, for they are they that teitifie 

of me, (aich Chrlt 

They afteR noF®ure Ordinances : were 
it in the cletbon of theie men, they had ra- 
ther have the Common Prayer Book, the 
Letany , the old Service and Preaching , 
then to hear theſe long breathed duries 1n 
Praying and Preaching ( as they term them ) 
which arc now oicd, they had rather em- 
brace oId Ceremonies then new Trurhs, 
the old Law of Bondage, then the new 
Liberty of che Goſpel ; they tc like rhe 1/- 
raclites that longed for theOnions andGar- 
like of Egype, more then for the Laridot 
naan ; they arcio far from ſtanding falt,a 
they will not recerve, nay, hardly hear of che 
Liberty wherewithChrilt hath made us free. 

Theſe men would have the ordinances of 
Chriltcommon to ath; they would have bap- 
tiſme and the Lords Supper as generally and 
promiſcuoully adminiltred , as the preaching 
of the word, Whar;lay they , are not all che 
Congre- 


» Cor 6. 


Objed.1, 
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Cc ation holy? arc they not all mens» 
bers of one and the ſame body ? (hall any 
be barred of the Sacraments ? yea 
would have all men partake of the Lor 
Supper , though they cat and drink their 


_ own damnation, not diſcerning the Lords 


body, though the prohibition be. that with 
drunkards , fornicatars , covetous perſons, 
idolators, and — not cat * and 
an expres command tm Chriſt bimfelf, 
that we ſhould not caſt Pearls before Swine 


* nor holy Rp_—_ 12ogs, which all wick- 


cd men are in Scriprure phraſe. And 
Paul would know what communion there 
can be berween Chriſt and Belial, hight and 
darkneſs,the temple of God and Idols: Whar 
part hath a believer with an lohdel ? yer 
that ake of one bread, are one 

y, Shall we cake che members of Chaiſt, 
and joy n them to an harloc*? God forbid. 
Wherefore come out from among them, and 
touch no unclean thing, (ich che Lord Al- 
ey you holſhe my toos & ers 
I will receive you. Here we re 
move two objeRions which lic in the way. 
Ficſt from that in the 3 Cor. 5. 1% that 
there by cating is not t0 be underſtood of 
the Locds r, but of common. cati 
and common fociety with men of the 


— 


39 
That in the 2 Cor. 6,17. coming out gþjed.2. 
there, was not meant from the Communion 
with Chriſtians, but ro come out from Hea- 
thens and Inhidels. 
This cannot be underſtood of civil eating An/w. 1. 
with men of the world, -becaulc the texr 
faith, if any man that is called 4 brother, 


44H 


that is, a member of rhe Church or ſacicry of Y 


theſe Corinmthans. oc, And this agreeth with 
that of the Apoſtle in the 2 Thefſ. 3. 6. #* , Thed. 3. 
command you brethren,iu the name of the Lord 6, 
Jeſs Chrift, that you withdraw yewr [ciuer 
from every brother that walkgth diſorderly, 
and ſp in the 14. ver/e,not to keep company Vii 14 
with him,if he obey noe oprEpiltle,bue noce 
him that he may be aſhamed , yet admoen- 
iſh him as a brother. Now it any man (hall 
lay, then is was cating at theig love Feaſts, 
or among themielvey at their awn tables. 

To this I anlwer, That cine exging euher 
among themiclyes or with labels, was yer 
never prohibiged. 
C wi, 41d hyadiſciples didcommenty na7 With x, 
Publicans ang finners, and of this you tyoW Ch idsct> 
the Jays mere offended, that i« the Soxibes and *yic. 
Pharyſees, 

The Apoltie tels us thas if an Infidel bids 2. 
thee t0 a feaſt thaw may alk go, yea and thou 
mayett cat,isking ag queſtion —— 


ten—— - —- —<xD>————cw_tt__ - 
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; Car.10, fake, for the carth is the Lords, and the ful” 


IT. 


x Cor. 5c, 
1h 


neſs thereof : fo that is clecr that a Sain! 
may cat with an Infidel, a believer with an 
unbeleever; yea and have commerce and 
dealings with men of the world, or clfe they 
mult go our of the world - ſo that of necel- 
firy behevers and unbelievers muſt dwell 
and trade together while they arc in this 
world, yea they may buy, ſell,cat, drink,con- 
mane, or do any lawfat buſineſs 2s accaton 
is offered, This world is a common Inn for 
the entertainment as well of denizens as a+ 
hens, free. born as ſtrangers , and they arc 
guclts promiſcuouſly accommodated one 
with the other ; nothing here dorh ſeparate, 
nothing impede their lawful aflociation : it 
1s that purchaſed City, whoſe Franchiles and 
glorious immumities, are onely appropriated 
unto the free denizens (rhe Saints of God) 
that exchides their ſociery& neighbor-hood, 

But now,put the caſe that the Apoltle had 
included civil cating, Who dares fay, that 
eaten Sacramentally,had been excluded?rake 
bur this one Argument, If it be unlawful co 
eat with wicked, profane and ungodly per- 
ſons at our common tables, ſurely ir moſt 
needs be mach more unlawful to ext and 
partake with fach at Chriſts cable ; and if 
Cui world inve's ahF 0060 of Engeor 
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filed with ſinners at our own tables, how 
much more heed would he have his people 
to take of ſuch company when they came to 
his table, which is holy, where he himſelf 
is preſent, communicating himſelf unto his 
is. under the forms of Bread and Wine? 
And as the Apoſtle faith, Can you partake of 
the table of the Lord and the table of devils? 
ſo you cannot drink the Cup of the Lord and 
the Cup of devils : can you have communion 
with Chriſt and with devils at his Supper ? 
what fellowſhip can there be between light 
and darkneſs? Will Chriſt cake this well at 
the hand of any man that profeſſeth anin- 
cercſt in, and an union with Chnilt : nay will 
not this be an interpoſition berwixe Chriſt 
and fuch a foul; and ancclipling and [ha- 
dowing of the ſhinings of, grace ina godly 
ſoul, whereby it may be made in ſome ſort 
guilty of an unworthy receiving of the 
body and blood of Chrilt. 

Again ſome may ſay, why did Chriſt then 
ſuffer Judas to partake of the Sacrament of 
his laſt Supper with himſelf and his Diſci- 


ples? Behold the hand of him that betrayeth x 


me u with me on the table, 


uke 20 


See that of Jobn, who teſtifies that Cherilt ths 
gave a Sopto Fades, and after the giving of John 13. 
the Sop, Satan caterce, and immediately he 39. 


went 


- 4 - — . 
— 2D  - EO ot _ 
- 
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37,28, 


Reaſ. »- 


2. 


—  — 


wetit but + Now alf men agree that chis * 
muſt be grvetr xr the eating of the Paſſeover. If 
ſo & chat he wer out immediately,chen wis 
he abſene wheriChiriſts Supper was inſtirbred. 

_— Chrift took che Cup, grid pave 
thanks and give it to them ſaying , D/i#ik ye 
all of is ; ind im the fete verſe ir is (ard , for 


this ut tub Glotdof tht New Teftatvient, Which 


i ſhed for for the trxihi ſion of fint. Now 
if Jadar hdd dra of it, then had ir been to 
fit but a lyitte fign of rhe remiſfion of fins. 
Apgairi,Chri loud was teally ſhed for 
his Saints, art hot for the world, of which 
=_ was ofie; for if Chriſt wood oor ject 
of the world cerrdirily muchleis woald he 
Gie for the world : We will not ſay, but che 
price of Chrifts blood was fufficient for rhe 
redemption of ter! thouſttit worlds; but yet 
we will ay it ws 6ntly initended and (hed 
for his Ele ons. 
But if we ſhould grafic that Juda/ did te- 
Ctive the Sactithent of the Supper vill 


char þny wiys prove it lvfhl, char opedily 
witked, profhate, and utigodly men may 
receive ir? Starely ns. 


rg Ara gg, oe 

ried Nis 4 & Difples 

could riot Nos Aefrtn® 
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caſt out, and ſo had a memberal right unto 
it ; yea and by chart might claim it as his 
due , be being called inco that ſociety by 
Chriſt himfelt ; So char we carinor nor are 
not to look into the hearrs of men, bur into 
their lives and converſations. 

Bur grant Judar did receive the Sacra. Oh. 
ment , Chriſt knew Jude heart, and that it 
was he that ſhould betray him fromi the be- 
ginning and therefore if wicked men oughr 
not to teceive it, why was it given eo hitn? 

Chriſt gave the Sacrament miniſterially as of. 
he was man,& ſo you ſee was his carriage to- 
wards him all the rime he wes with him,cer- 
rainy Chriſt could have diſcovered him oft 
rimes before, had he ated rowards Fadas as 
he was God blefſed for ever;agam you know 
what Pard ſaith, He that eateth and drinherh * Car-12. 
wnworthily rateth and drinkerh hu own danena. ** 
tion not diſcernumy the Lords body. 

Now can any ceational man chink chat 
Chriſt would grve that holy ordinance anro 
Judas, of which he would not have wicked 
—_— if he had difpenſed ir to 
him as be was God? 

Thoſe that can ballance __ 5» 
according to the timey, be | or 
people , fuch 2s bave anferried borromes 
od wavering privciples, ; it may by ans 
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lately inſtanced in many Miniſters in this 
City, who in ſtcad of being propagators of 
peace( which is their proper funQtion ) were 
ioltigators to war ; proclamators of new 
engagments againlt that Army, which have 
been procurators ( under God) of their 
rranquillity : and in ſuch inveRtive maner as 
if (they had been the onely enemics of the 
Kingdom, yea of God, of Chriſt, and of the 
Goſpel: it Paw! were conſciousto himſelf of 
a wo if he did not Preach the Goſpel ; how 
many woes may they juſtly expeR, that 
Preach nothing but diviſion, diſſencion, in- 
citations, and provokings to new wars and 
bloody deligns ; and onely grounded wpon 
Thcſe men humane preicript and authority : yea £0 
—_ mine own knowledg ſome of them did in a 
= rwening manner promile the ingagers victory 2 again 
and can. . how many of the people did underwrite 
doit bY wreat ſums of money, and lay our alltheir 
- . gi endeavors for a fret Engagement t@ war | 
_—— e well may the people be teduced that are led 
ib by ſuch ipicits 3 and yer of 2 ſuddain , how 
St, dut Nd this | —nl (tream abate ? and upon 
men ma) how dead and low water did the fpiric of 
= theſe men move? behold how your furwous 
wor blinde chu aſſumed now ſpirits, or at leaſt (cmed 
e« Prieft- ſo to dog what preparayzons, what goings 
ridden. out to meet that Army,na ſeeming kiſs of 


love ; 


_— 
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love 3 Whomere while they were plotting 

to deſtroy : haw did they ſeem ro congratu- 

late with preſents, thoſe char fo late 

did abomunare and dereſt1 Od de- 

ſign !, Ohelliſh bypocrifie/ Bur I ſhall noc 

ſhew more of the nakednefs of theſe men co 

the publike eye , I ſhall onely adviſe che 

Reader,not to-ſuffer this fort of men to de» 

laude him any longer under any ſpecious pre» 

ence er,tor though che Saints count 

godlineſs gain, yet theſe men count gai 

godlines, yea they fear men more. 

God, and ſo are oppoſers of godlinek while) 

they hold our the thereof. tl - 
They always oppoſe z thr reformg*. 6. 


tion, 0r av leaſt like it not ; Whar, mult a The Eags 


man that hath lived fourry or fifty yeers /1n _— 
2 pariſh, alwayes receiving the Sacrament Ne —_ 
freely, pow have his faith called into queſti- 014 
on2 mult he now be catechiſed as boycsarc, learne. 
betore he can be admired F O chas goes 

againſt the grain , this cannoe be indured, 

vet in this thou oppoſeſt godlinels. -:;; + 

They love Chnits enemics,they lave &&&he-. 7: 
ciſh cheir boſom-(ins, their luſts,cheir cortup« 

1008 are verydear unto them; they will-cnjoy 

chem, though they never enjoy , they 

will notbe to part with a ſecret, be- 


loved, vaniſtung og, for a perpetual and 
an 


_—_—— 
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an everlaſting Kingdom , yea for heaven it 
ſelf : fuch as thefe are of the fame mind that 
Therm was, who being rold by his phy+ 
fizians,untels he would leave his uncleannels, 
he miſt look to loſe his eyes, his anſwer was, 
then farewell ſweet light : (o is it with theſe 
men, they are reſolved ro have their luſt, 
though ir coſt them the lols of the molt pre. 
tioug kh, 40d che love and favor of Chnit; 
yea what mad men are theſe to do what in 
them lieth to damn their fouls' for the em- 
braces of a momentany luſt, which chey mult 

when they come ro die / 

ſc that 6ppoſt godlinels can hear of 
the ' nicknames and reproaches caſt upon 
the Sins, with delight and approbation, 
and do not lay ir ro heart, and mourn for 
it , bur nfake it their ſport and matter of re« 
joycing, and publiſh it to the world ; this is 
che ot thoulands of our profeſſors in 
theſe dayes, if they can bur hear the leaſt il! 
report egainit a man differing from them in 
Judgement, they will be foreto add ro ir, 
and fptrad a further and further, it will be 


ate rickling and delight of their hearts to ſer 


ſuch 8 mans credic 'vpon the carnter hooks : 
dv but conlfider, Cana lon indure that dirt 


ſhould be chrown'in his fachers face > ſurely 
no ; then how cana man rejuyce in the re- 
proactungs 


pe _— —— 
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proachings of the godly, whereby dirt is 

thrown in the very face of God himſelf, and 

yer this man ar the fame rime cffin 

God ro be his father + bur God loaths che 

owning of fach dildren, for they are of 

their father che devil, and his works chey | 

do. | 
That man that onely likes Religion well 9. | 0 | 

in 2 great man, and applands him forit ; 

bur deſpiſerh ir in a poor man and condemns "EIEee"” 

him for it ; this clearly ſhews that its not x,, og 

Religion this man loves, bur the perſons of x cligion | 

men are onely had in admiration with him, that this | 

yea T mult fay charovility in a great'perſon.. = 

age, ixrepuced to be an high formin Religi- g_=_ 

on, when true pgodlineſs is vilified ia man un. 

of a love condition , yea and amorig them 

that a man dares not fay boc that thiey look 

heaver-ward., O rhis is fad indeed ! for c- 

ven thee oppoſe Religion in the power 
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and purity of it. 
Laltly, thoſk chart dare everrin their Pul- 16. 
pits, mock, and cry our againſt new lights, | 
yea and others that in cher conferences 
diſparesioveigh againft any char ſhall 
of a further ccvelation of light in the'Gobb 
| pel of Chriſt, whars this buc 2 mighty © 
dd nar de godlineſs Þ when' 7obu 
ſeen many —_ viſlons in the > 
2 
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firſt Chapters of his Revelation , . yet it is 
faidin the firlt yerſc of rhe fourth, T bat be 
looked and ſaw 4 door opened in heaven, oc. 
and the truch is, the more trove Goſpel and 
| 24s light that any man hath , the more 

arknels he ſces in himiclf , and the more 
light he defires; and the reaſon why men do 
ſo much deſpiſe Goſpel bghbc, is, becauſe 
they themiclves are in darkneſs, and have 
never had their fouls raviſtyd with the beams 
of the glory of God , ſhining in the face of 
Jeſus Chriſt unto chem ; for Ict a man but 
calte of rhus glimplic of glory, be is never at 
reſt till he can have a further enjoyment of it. 
Not that hereby 1 may ſeem to ultifie any 
yain phantalics or whimfics in men that will 
labor co bring the Goſpel ro their light and 
not their light ro,or from the Scripture,that 
will forſake fundamentals wy Religion, and 
cell us there is avother way to heaven for 
men of yeers, belides chat of Faith and re- 
pentance, which is the ald and fuxe way? but 
ſo far forth as new light kceps cloſe to tound 
tundamentals, fo far let the Saints own and 
embrace it as true ſaving light, with all 
thanktulncls. | 

It may zjntorm us that the power of god- 
lneſs hach many enemyes,belides thoſe that 
profcls themſelves ſo ro bt ; ſome ponnch 

ul 
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Chriſt out of envy, and ſome of good will, 

and ſome to add affiftions oo the Saines 
bondyglo ſome profelsChrilt of cavic,ſome of 

good will , and ochers that they mighs, ſpic | 
out the Saints liberry, ,aad heap up the mea, 
ſure of cheic ſufferings; had not J a bhccn, 
pnve to Chriſt and hug Diiciples mecrtings in 

the- gazden, be could.not 1o readily have | 
known where ro have found him, when he | 
came with the high prieſts ofticers to 3ppee 

hendhimg for the Holy, Ghoſt faith, be kyem 

the PURE. 1 Ny - 

Now the reaſon why the powerof godl+. | 
neſs hath ſo many ſecret enemies, is, for that | 
«K hghterh and contends aguinit every ſecret | 
and bolgm lin ; what irkiomnels and getu- 
Qancie pf. (perie. will there be in every godly | 
ſoul, ggaialt che leſt cempration of fin ? and 
this inward diſturbance, and diſquietnels of 
ſpiric,! the by pocrices, and men ofthe world 
cannot bear + Is not Zoey a little oncand my 
ſoul (hall live ; whaz,Gappros | give a little hi 
berty co the fleſh , al of a ſmall luſt? 
what ngeamiack li for company keep- 
ing, for caveroal! or pride, revenge, for 
Bed oy — | keep ſo cloſe and 


yulg? O chus makes mens ations 
ſ are. np friends to che power 
| k ip. words they will not 

+ had 


con» 
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confeſs it for ſhame : rhe rrarh ivehiac in all 
ages there have been pnderminers of che 

wer of godlinefsin x fecrer way, pretend- 
ing totruth and podlineſs, when their in- 
tencs were quite comrary ; witneſs the high 
Commiſſion Court of late years, you wreneſs 
all the ation of the 'cvb Clerpy ; 
yea and thouſands of profeſſors et -thisyery 
day, and cfpecially thoſe that ſo math vindi- 
care and plcad for forms in the Worſhip of 
God; alfo thoſt foul ont-ties wen all 
men that fide not with nor approvedf Ziaw+ 
Colledg-Presbytery, being nor conitene wich 
what the Parliament appoints, bur _—_— 
ing, and thirſting afrer more power, that © 
might be in chetr 6wn hands, to 
over mens conſciences, more thern' id rruch 
either the Biſhops or their Courrs'did ever 
exerciſe; for they generally affente4ro'con- 
formiry to fuch Ceremonics 44 made for the 
eſtabliſhing of their pomp and gloty ; and 
in thoſe Yays a min for a little money might 
make means andfriends to enjoy the liberty 
of his conſcience, but bow nothrmne will ſerve 
bur ſubmiſfion or exile, 'as ſome Preibyteri- 
ans have ſaid to tny fact] that ſich ought to 
be che condiriort of ai! rhoſe that were of x 
contrary judgment, and that * erat 
tion would not ſabmic ; they werEtot fit 

hye 


live ita Kingdom, though 2r the Game time 
they have confeſſed that they have been 
honeſt menyſetting their judgments afide ; O 
this is unetpreflible madneſs for men co ſub- 
jugate Chriſtians conſciences unto a formal 
government ; their very words argue them 
formaliſts, and their inward malice, and pre- 
dominhation over tendet conſeiences,demon- 
ſtrates the want of the power of godlineſs : 
therefore take this for a rule, that whoſo- 
ever, im all his diſcourſts or ations, tall © 
contend for any form whatſoever in matters 
of Religion, more chen power, ſuch a man 
denyeth the firengch and power of godli® 
nels, for. godlineſs 1s of a more excellent na- 
tures i tyeth a man£0 2 ſtrifincls of life, 
Wherein power wi || appear «3s well asform : 
the heart is the thing that, God requreth, for 
he will be Gaindtihed of all them that draw 
necr unto him ; and be will be worſhipped 
in ſpick.qod ruth; and noc io -oarward 
forms oacly. 

Do men that profeſs the form of godii- 
neſs, oppoſe the power ef it ? O chen,ir doth 
highly concern men-to-Jook into their own 
ways & examine their ovee hearty; doſt rhou 

Religion, becuaſe che laws of che 

injoye thee to 16:47 is it from a prin - 

-ciplc of. 'thide own or by the power uf 
F 4 


]cius 
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Jeſus Chriſt > O know, whatſoever flowes 
from man,as he is man, is carnal, carthly and 
ſenſaall ; therefore as the cauſe is, ſuch is the 
effeRz as the principle, ſuch the az art thou 
guided and principled by the Spirit of God 
in thy profeſſion? is the word of God the 
patrern and rubrick of thy life ? doth thy 
converſation ſpeak thee Chriſtian, and ſpiri- 
tual ? doth thy bloom ſprout from the tree 
of life? art thou rudimented and diſciplined 
from thy School-maſter, Chriſt ? then thou 
mayeſt without prejudice conclude thy qua- 
likcations to be cruly ſanRified , and thy 
profeſſion truly godly ; it 4s not the out- 
ward profeſſion, but the inward incenrion, 
and cordial afteRtion, that God accepts ; 
My (on; faith God, gwe me thy heart, walk 
befdre me,and be thoa upright and perfeR; 
it is the cloſe and inward walking of che 
heart with God; thar Godaccomprs vu 

righenels and perfetion : irs im le for 
2 man co be upright with onleſs his 
heart be for hum z ' there can be no ſoundneſs 
in Rehgion ſpringing from a rorreq heart ; 
away then with theſe oarhde fervices, aban - 
don allthy goodlyouriſbes; ceaſe tyrieem, 
learn toc : ber notchy protefiion be faper- 
heal, bur ſupernatural - be les glorious in 
. the eyes of men, and more of Gad;tforenot 
r00 


too high with thy artificial plumes, leſt rhe 
vigorous heat of the San of righreouſneſs 
ſcorch thy wings, and thy ſoul , and body 
be precipirared inco the infernal lake.” Take 
heed rhen unto thy hearr, labor for integrity 
in that, and thy converſation will be godly; 
ir is the madneſs of many men, when they 
are reproved for their finfat lives, to teply 
and fay, Why? what man is there thar: liverh, 
and finneth nor ? thongh 1 ſomerimes fall 
into error, and fin againſt God,' yer my 
heart 4s good , my wiſhes are to and for 
God.- O fooliſh men, who hath bewitched 
you} is it poſſible for: verrue and vice to 
co-inhabite > for a bad life ro iſlue from a 
good heart Þ can fpirit'and fleſh, can light 
and darkneſs; can Chriſt and Zelia/' be- co- 
inthroned ? O vain conceprions ! O fooliſh 
imaginations! A good and fincere hener mak- 
cth an identity and conformity” in the 
whole man, it ſpiritualnzeth his underſtand - 
ing,will and affeRtions. 

Ic” pers'® ſpirir of 'illumination into 
the Uelertandig and Judgment of rhar 
man whoſe heart is 'eruly fantified and 
uprighrtowards God, whereby he is able 
to: difreen and pdg of things 'that differ, 
berween things that are good and evil. 

"Jt prrifzes'tus Will, and purs ic vpon the 


choice 
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choide of the beſt rhings, ic makes ir aſpice 
afcer heaven and heavenly things, it nw 
bor and at after nothing but Chriſt and 
him crucified. 

Ik regulates and placeth the Aﬀections 
vpoo their right ObjeRt ; thus the heart be- 
ng made ſpiritual the Underſtanding. the 

IL, and the Aﬀettions will be all fubſer- 
vient to the diftates of the Heart; the Un- 
derſtanding thereby comes to a knowledg 
of the chitgs this are of God,che Will, that 
ns of that knowledg, and as for 

then the Aﬀctions, which art che 
wheels ofthe foul, carrie the whole man af- 
ter that which is good ; {f you be ry/tn with 
OP ek, theſe things Whith are above, 
your Head t.Se1 not your affetti- 

me 4-44 mag yn. 
your life » bud with Chriſt os God ; thas is, 
you are; or ought to be derd 18 your affe- 
hots to the things of this world: © tet 
IN where your life is hid. 

w £0 draw 4 period to this Point, and 
to wind up this Particular, on which 1 have 
dwelt ſomething hong, } Poder 

Is it fo, that met that concent them- 
ſelves with a form of godiiacts, do thereby 
deny the power of it, and fo contract unto 
their fouls the gaulc of an baitous fan ? = 
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let me offer one word of comfort unto fuch 
men, and not leave them a3 men without 
hope, h indeed their calc be very m1 
ſerable as they ſtand at defiance with hea» 
ven ; yet I will nor fealthem vp to condem- 
nation, nor eve them all for lo't; ler me 
yer fer the pel before their eyes, if 
yer you can beleeve you ſhall be faves ; if 
yet you" return, Thowgy your ſin: be as 
crum/ on, rhey fall be 4s hire as (now, 
though they be x [carler they ſhall be 7 Wood; 
there is efficacy enough in the blood of 
Chriſt co waſh you from all your filthineſs ; 
add not then impenicency and uabchefto 
the reſt of your abominations, take heed of 
thac ſoul-damning (m, look upon the blood 
of Chriſt, as that Fountain that ſtands open 
for Judah and Jern/a/em to walh in, for fin, 
and for uncleanefs ; remember that Chriſt 
came not rs Call the right rows, but ſinner? to 
repentance; O this ts 4 tyme ſaying, and vor 
thy of iff acceprtation (ith Pax!) ha Chreff 
came into rhe world 14 ſave finners, Whey 
1 am thief < Thou thir baſt finned again! 
free Grace,  apainlt rhE -tenders of Love 
and Metey,/ 4pzinſt the very bowels of 
Chriſt; yea againſt the blood of the Cove- 
nant, know chat thou haſt cauſe to bleſs 
God that yet thou art not in Hell, that yet 
thou 
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thou art not without hope; its poſſible 
yer for the | of Life to be breached 
mto thy fonl, thy ſalvation is yet actainable,' 
if God do but yet inſpire his Grace and 
Power into thy foul, ro make ule of preſent 
mens and ED of mercy ; Ore- 
member that is in Chrilt reconciling 
the world unto himſelf, yea the world in- 
definitely ; why maiſt not thoo chat halt 
been a formal profeſtor all chy dayes, that 
haſt bren an oppoſer of the power of god- 
hacſs, have a part in that great mercy of re- 
conciliation» God, he increars thee to be re- 
conciled ; hear what Pax! faith,: #e are 
Embaſſaders for Chrift, as thou b God did 
beſrech you by us, we pray you in Chriſts ſtead 
that you Would be reconciled to God, for be 
hath m «de him to be fin for 1s, which knew no 
fn that Wwe might be made the righteomſneſs of 
God mmhim In which places of Scripeure you 
may take notice, that there is nothing requi- 
red on thy part, but to be willhag eo receive 
z pardon, and to be reconciled to Cod, yea, 
and Gol himſelf will work both. che will 
and the deed: tell me,chou deſperate haner, 
wile thay be ſaved or no ? art thoy wilhag 
ty be made partaker of the death: and xear- 
rebion of Jeſus Chnit > art them anvitl 
to- be tranſplanced our of the: wilderne 
of 
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of the world into the Edew of Cod? art 
thou willing to be ſnatche from a Dunghull 
unto 2 Paradiſe ? to be cured of a ome 
Leproſic, and to enjoy perfettion of health 
and beauty ? what finner ſo impudent ? 
what Gnner fo vile as to deny a conſent and 
willingneſs to this ? yet to lay open a lithe 
further the rich Treaſury of the Mercies of 
God unto any fuch obdurate foul, that will 
harden his heart, and refuſe to be wilkng to 
receive pardon ; let him know, that Chalk 
will fave him whether he will or no, it he 
belong to the cleRtion of Grace, God will 
will got loſe any of his EleRt ones, nor ſuffer 
any to pluck chem from hun; long may Sa 
tan bear cule and ſway in the foul of a cho» 
ſen Veſſel of God from all eternity, and 
ſuch 2 one may feem in_ the eyes of the 
Saints to be a reprobare, and loſt creature, 
to be a veſlcl of wrath. deſtined for deſtru+ 
ion, yet may God at kngih come with 
the tender whiſperings and breathings of 
his Spirit ( which breatheth and blowerh 
when and where ic liſteth) upon fuch a mi- 
{crable foul, and calm the (torms thereof, 
and poure in freſh oyl mo its wounds , 
and put in marrow, ſtrength and vigor into 
its dry bones, and ſay to ſuch a foul, Come 
out of thy bloud and Live, for he bath 
given 
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given 2 greater price for the redemption of 

s peoplc,chen heaven or carrh, then by 
or men, for he hath given his own blood 
Nis Church, and for his Ele; and why maiſt 
not thou then be one of chem ? for as great 
ſinners as ever thou werr have been ſaved. 
Where fin abanniy , there Grace aboanderh 
much more ( yer fm nor, thar Grace may a- 
bom, rake heed of char ) rhere's an adfer, 
a God forbid, put to thar. Bur now, though 2 
marr hath hnned with never fo high an hand, 
and never (© tigh a narure againſt God 
(the commſtion of the (in againſt the holy 
Ghoſt exccpred } yer for ſach a man to re- 
ceive prrdon of his fin, and to be made holy 
throvph the ——_—_ of Chriſt, chug 
fhews wn abundance of Grace and infinite 
Mercy, yea, it makes for the greater exalra- 
tion of the glory and riches of free Grace, 
to pardon the greateſt ſmners ; it fers forth 
more the glory of Gods rich Grace to par» 
don « IMory Mag dalen,to be reconciled to 
« perſccuring Sax7, to free a Thief from the 
guide of his milled hfe, and carry him im- 
mediatly from a Crofs (the deſerved end of 
his wrerched tife ) unto an cverlath 
crown, to inarch him from the 

fin, and bring bim unro the freedom and 
fellowſhip of Samcs, to receive” him _ 


— ———_——_ 
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his own boſome, whom the world loathed 
and ſpuerd out ; Othe and depeh of 
the Love of God in Chriſt ? There is more 
advancement of the Glory of God in thas, 
then in the ſaving of an «Abraher, a0 ) 
or « Jaceb, who were never guiley ſuch 
fins a5 they were ; Its a greater honog for a 
Prince to one- that hath beco 2 
Traytor aguinſt his Crown, Dignity, and 
Life , then to pardow voe for ficaling a 
trifle, 6r for picking « pocker ; and fo more 
honor redounds unto the Lord in his being 
recontited to an old finner , tro ohe that 
hath Rood out againſt Wm all his dayes 
who hath been a Tr tor againſt God, and 
Chrift,the Goſpel,and the Saints; rhers im hs 
pardoning one that hath onely hnned 3+ 
__— —— now there canngoe 
z worſe Traytor againſt God, ther has 
man that harh onely a form of gadlineſs, 
and oppoſcth rhe power thereot; yet lex noe 
this man, nor any other in the _ | 
on cult the ſtrong Anchor 
ſo dy & breaches 0n this Ge AY 
for there is ſalvation purchaſed for ſuch, as 
well as for keſer finoers, if they will but 
hold of the of Mercy in the 
let them Jook upon Chriſt as a full QbjeQ of 
hivawon for the greatelt — 
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this incouragement for the wileſt 
honers to come in to and to Chriſt ? 
pay, clpecially when Chriſt will do all their 
works in. them, «od for them, and reacherh 
forth ſuch {trong and free invitations, as ſo 
many cables for the ſupportation of any 
bnking foul, when he calls in general voto e- 
hi £5.r. yery-<ne that thirkterh, 7 # come and buy Hin 
and Mulk_withows money, and withous price 3 
Mank 11, { ome wats meall ye that lahor av are heavy 
ab, 39. laden, ard [ will gre you reſt and you ball 
Jek 7.37. findreſt nnto your ſomls, Jelusitogd and cncd, 
laying, If any man be atbirff let bin come 
to me and drink of the Waters of Lafe fneety * 
Revel.zz. 50 gun in the Revelation of T be Spe 
TY rit and the Bride ſaid come, and itt bin that 
heareth ſay come, and itt bim that « aihirſt 
Jay come , and whoſorver Will,/et bum take the 
Water, of Life freely. 

Many more places of Scriprure (might 
be  inſtanced and brought for this pur- 
pole, but theſe arc ſufficient to. fer, Forth 
the free invitation of all financrs, both 
by God, by Chat; and the Spirit of 
Grace; the Lord looks for ing ac 
thy band, but to receive pardon, and 
£6 be - reconciled unto himſelf, there» 
fore why will you periſh, O ſons of men ? 
your condemnation i of your i <= 
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this then take off thoſe that do- refrain to 
come unto Chriſt, becauſe have no- 


thing to come withall, ſuch @ \ foul is beſt 
—— ———— —— 
ſelf ; thy approaches and cs unto 


Chriſt, are not to be meaſured with choſe 
unto great Perſonages here on earth, here 
needs no rich preſentations touſher im, or 
plead thy acceprance,nor purchaſing of Me» 
diators by clandeſtine and cloſe-filted 
bribes ; the deareſt and hugheſt Saine in hea- 
ven cannot fo ſoon procure thy acceſs unto, 
and acceptance with Jeſus Chriſt in heaven, 
as the fauning Paraſte,” and Saine-ſermi 
Devil can with. man on carth ; nor 
Chriſt accept of any creature, or worthi- 
nels in creature, cither in heaven or carth; 
on the behalf of a poor ſoul, coingraniare 
it into his favor and embraces, but of his 
own breathings in aconerite ſpirit : Orhen 
if jo be a burthen co thee,come unto Chriſt, 
and be will cake it off, he will deliver thee 
from that weight ; God he hath laid help 
upon one that 1s mighty, by his vrripes we 
are healed, by his Merits faved, by his 
Wounds cured, and by his Power preſer- 
ved unto hfe ; and to more ' 
home unto the of poor (inners, the 
coalideration of be free offer of Grace and 
G Salvation 
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Salvation of Chriſt, tet chem bat rewd rhe 
ingeminared inviration of the Spire of 
God in thic one Text btfore rired, Cone, 
came, come, The free Word Contr, bs 
no leſs then three times reieratcd in that 
one Verſe : O then do wor wilfully re. 
fuſe and caſt off rhe free offers of "Life , 
Grace, and Salvarin , for know it © 
reellred as freely ro thee, as ever it wh 
to any creature under heaven, and know 
that 10 reject rhis mercy, i ro rezeRt the 
greateſt mercy rhat ever was tendered £6 


any foul upon the face of the earth; it 


is ro rezeR riot onely thitie own good 
thine own life; thine own ſalvarion, and 
thy ſweer communion with, and enjoy- 
ment of Chriſt and the bleffed Sainrs for 
ever hereafrer, but alſo of the free Love 
of God and QChriflt ; che loſs whereof is 
worſe then ter chouſand helks, yes, ir hall 
be af aggravation of all thy ſins chat ever 
thou didit commir in thy whole i-fe : for 
he chat will nor believe, s damned niecady, 
there 1s no of foch « man 4; riſke heed 
therefore of UnbehefF, for it is worſertm 
Hell ir ſelf, 8s bring the caoſe of all a.. 
ſeries that a foul can be afiited with. 
Hell,char's an: Od inance of God;buc fin is 
from rhe devil, anil maris em — 
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Hell is the fruit offin, as fin ische canſe of x, * | 
puniſhment ; by Lo came death into the : 


world, yet that man that believes ſball be 
preſerved from ſin, death , hell, and whac 
ever clic is miſcrable; yea not onely lo, bur 
be ſhall have that fweer enjoyment of Gad, 
Chriſt, hus Spinic,Saars, "ay #9. 
Glory; yea more then his defire or thoughes 
can comprehend , for oo eye hath ſeen, car 
heard, or heart conceived what is lad up 
in life and glory For all them that believe, ( 
there the ſoul [hall Tee God as he is, yen ir 
_ filled with the fulneſs of God, and | 
raviſhed with tus preſence; yes more, the 
ſoul [hall bold communion An Chrilt, and 
with the father in a more excellent meaſure | 
then any creature can be capable of in this Þ 
life, yeathere the ſoul ſhall be in unyon with | 
God and Chriſt, God will be giving out him- 
(clf unto his Saines, they (hall partake of his | 
glory , they ſhall be in him; and he inthem - | 
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this is the excellency and precminency of 

fa th,that doth —_— and mediatly 

through Chriſt alone, ut and carcy the ſoul | 

above the pitch of exrth, and conveighs and | 

lodgethhir in the boſom of Chriſt; Ochen | 

who would be deſticuce of this Armor of | 
* proof 7 Who would not be ſhrouded under | 

tha bclmer, as ſufficient to defend the ſoul | 
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againſt a!) worldly and ſpiritual conflicts ? 
who would nor get this wing to elevate and 
mount his ſoul into the Heaven of Heavens, 
where the a& of faith ſhall ceaſe ? then ſhall 
believers live no more by fairh,but by ſight : 
there expeAation ſhall be ſwallowed up of 
fruition , inviſible chings become vilible, 
glimmerings of light , become flames , and 
raviſhmencs of glory. Saints here can berrer 
rell what God is nor, then what he 1s, we 
can here ſay, he incomprehenſible , and im- 
murable, bur then we ſhall fee God in his 
eflence,in his nature and excellency, as he is 
a ſpirit, fo far as a foul can be made ca- 
pable of fo glorious an objet. O then of 
what happincſs and bliſs do unbeleevers de- 
prive themſelves , that will nor bcheve, 
though everlaſting life depends upon it ' O 
finners, remember how often hath the 
Goſpel been preached unto you? how often 
have 3ou been invited unto the marriage 
Feaſt, and you would not come > How of- 
ten have you preferred the wedding of 
your ſouls unto the profirs and Juſts of this 
world, rather then unto Chriſt ? Conſider, 
Chriſt hach inviced you, your own wicked 
wills have refuſed ro' comply with his call ; 
he would have gathered you togerher under 


his wings, but ye would be dilperied & _ 
rate 


Yr nr nn mon —— -- 


© —— IT II on _ — 
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rated from him, certaiatly ic (hall be eafier 


for Sodow and Gemorr«b in the day of Judg. 
ment, then for you : and thus 1 have dif. 


patched che firſt branch ( Having 4 form of 
godlineſs. ) 
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2 Tim. 345 

Thi 4 Sirawr Sunrt lynn; 
Sed qui wins eyed abnegarins.” 
But denying the power thereof. 


He Apoſtle ſtill continucy 
his complaint of what 
ſhould come to paſs in the 
laſt and evil times, which 
are accompliſhed in theſe 
days wherein . we hive, 
which we have (hewed you 
in the precedent part of chis Treatiſe : 
men in the rext retain the _ of | 
ar the ſame time when they deny the power 
of it; things of leaſt valve molt ſer by, and 
thoſe of the greateſt concernmene moſt 
hgpgeds —— } and deſpiſed, dark- 
before light, vanity before verity, ſha- 
dows before ſubſtance , weakneſs before 
power ; here you may fre men* mach 


outwardly , and intending in- 
m_—_ , men contending for, and 
| 


ves in types & forms,and d 
ſubltance ag reality;rypes and deep 


onsare g the power aod body rypib 
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rg ney nr roſe 
profeſſing allo ; the fabrickof —_ 
ing duile upoe ſuch a formal ode 
= ar 3 ce fall ro 


"Heving aform of epdinel but doing the 
os )adadcemany __ 
lables of eruch aol a, ©09 fed. 
very autbonentive 


_ 

ithe bug py 2pcogemernerark 

ccÞ as fac a5hbl{ in (oth, hone nigh 

where « pacts the procrel gofliqes from 
unes (aid 
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that--it divorceth the pre-reputation of 
all thy afions; and bringerhy in, and cn- 
railes 2 laſting difrepuration and diſhonor 
vpon thee and thy aftions 5 how in- 
conhſtenc is fin with goodneſs ! read of all 
the failings of the Saincs, and you ſhall ne- 
ver read that a godly man was a coverous 
man at one and the ſame time, for of all 
fins, this haih a black brand of hell ſer upon 
it , he that loves the world, is an enemy to 
God, that maiv hach nor-the love of God 
dwelling in buy che -:rruth 'is, that grace 
and covecrouſnets are inconfilte te; they are 
lighr and darkneſs ; you know though it be 
gever ſo dark; yet if light oppear, rhe dark» 
neſs is expelled, fo the abſence of light cauſ- 
eth darkacls : fo when-grace comes into the- 
font | coveroutnels. vaniſheth. Wherefore 
bo nga | r covetoulnels, and 
makech s chicteſt ime; ler rhis 
KITE. | will, tr is'an Idolarey; 
a denyer of 


profes 

che and life of godlianeks,” 
EE Te Cs 
oft 1tiquity. So orhers will ſay ſuch s mac 
ita good Chriltian, but he will defraud and 
over-reach his nei but he will reltl-a he# 
for us own advamage z 2s wett 
eng ey Gro_—_—_ | 
knaye , but he is a cheater and a yen -s 


ch amy bent ound cognizane 


of 4 Chriſtian, is very ſpe« 
cious and —— wh bur his heart is P 
call and diaboliett * he hath no fact 


power of profeſſion , bur fair & 
and ſhewes, he bids fair for heaven, he oor- 
ſtrips many godly man it theeye of rhe 
world, bur-at teigth his vanifhing pr wilf 
fail Wim,and he er drop ito be 


(Devying, or having denied) that is, CRY horn cere,, 
neſtly and tifly ro rejeR,co eefuſe, forſuke'#? w_ 
curn he buck tho toaſt 6, or gainſay 2 


ics che fame word with that toTTrmr2. 797 Tir.s. 12. 
ceachitng us , har _—— ungodlinefs, IF 
2 Pi 2.1, Bye ing the Lord thar x Per. xx, 
boaghe them ;fo in that fourth of Jude; even 
denying the oe and our Lord 
Jefus Chriſt ; chav you have che cxplication 
and ignification the word denying , this 
they are ſaid ro deny thi power of godlineſ, ,_ . , 
who do make but" bare” profeſſion of if 1 
"The next word is and'it fgnificth 1 rews 

; authorkty ; #bthey or faſficiency of Ys, Four” 
cod! hmcdy Ritieg altvttenry of fea: 
n; Which is not looked uponJor 1 
hended by the men of the work, ich 
makes it to be f#& vilified xnd contemned + 
2 Ads of the words. 


But denying the power theredf!' 


— w—— 
OO — 


ca like the 
dalipate 


ju ug þ waar 
m_ ; ſo dach gogli- 


Ovens 
| | po in all : thus it 
. that A8s 16.29. Arp 7 


| ” thew, 
qo Jo down Paul I 
- woſt 1s 19 be ſaved ? 1s 
powerfully ſeizc an bim,chat is made higa 


_ — CR _— — —  — — —— " - 
6 futon k 
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while was without fepſe, is made him look 
afrer alvarionghar before never thought of 
it, neuher knew what it meant ; he that a | 
lictie befare did napeiſon the Swunts,and pur | 
them in ' the ſhocks ( verſe 24.) O now Vat | 
who more ready to-44 tor the vainngy liber- 
ry then he 7 now he leads them our, now he 
fals down defoce them, ready x9 be their | 
ſervant, thas was betgre their ryrane, O [1 
woaderfal change. | O invincible m—__ 


grace | His Eyes wes now 
deritanding enligl 
formed, his 


| 
nk | 
__ has L, bis Indamene i . | 
he is Rot now ISS _— | | 
fore un lakdel , nga Meters EVEN NOW | 
a ve, now | 
nd wpinghe fegers ofd odarkned, and | 

now CC inc the marvailous light ; | 
hexetofore « periecutor of Pan and Fila 
and all che Sans , and gow x refcelber and 
comforter of then { quamram watatcs ab 
is! JOhappy conwRion! O blefled | 
dur-conlider that of P awin the at 
tvs convedign , bow he was beaten from | 
hus horke49 the grownd, ahe cepr fainb be fell | 
ro-ahe carth, and be crembled, and was 2- [| 
ſonhed and ſaid, Lord mbar wilt then have Atrg. 3, | 
me te #02 yeagad he was rock with blind- +, 5: ©. | 
nels , and condaucd 1a for three dayes and 


nights; 


AR 1s, 2. 
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nights / yer and they” that were 'with Nm 
were ſpeechleſs ; now' could any thing de 
more powerful chen chifthe way work- 
ing « great work upon Paxl, and be works 


** like himfelf,he comes with power and tucho- 


rity : he darts his grace inro-rhe ſoul, like his 
thinderbolrs into che world, that cleave a- 
fader, divide and ſhake the very frame and 
condition of created Beingy- and ſo in the 
ARFY' 3, And ſndliwlly: there came a ſound 
rom heaven as of a ruſhi mighty wind, avd 
it filed -atf- the honſe Where they were fit- 
ting; Wha was thisbur the Spirit of God 
that fell-opon the Apoſtles, and gave them 
other rohpucs to declare the myſteries of the 
Goſpel to the Sons of men? it came from 
heaven), #n& it came with power, yea 
ſtrengrhned with all might ro work power- 
fully,& prevailingly the hearrs of men: 
and thars the reaſon cit compares che 


| 8 new birtiyto a wind that blowes, and Slowey 


where: liftech ,and no man knowes whence 
ic cons, nor whenher if goes * now whats 
more - poiwerfal, yer- what's more inviltblc 
then the wind?even foch is rhe working of the 
Spirit 07 them char God cals home £0 hum 


" "af; this is that white -Rone chat no man 


knows, bar he thac rectives it; Td proe 
bi a White ftone (ith Gody ard = 
one 


wt ——_—— 
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ſtone 4 nt name, that no men know: but he 
that receiveth it ; ies thought that the Holy 
Ghoſt alludes here unto the cuſtom of the 
Grecians in their Courts of Judicature, when 
they were to condemn a man to death, then 
the Judg ſent him a black ſtone, if he were 
to be freed and delivered, chen he ſert him n 
white ſtone;butyer it was ſo made up,that he 
that carried it knew not what it was, none 
but the Judg and the man that received ic had 
knowledg of it ; ſo none bur Chriſt and the 
ſoul that receiveth him knowes of the maner 
of conveyance, or of the gift of eternal life 

There arc wo things in this point to be 
unfolded. 

Whars meant by podlinc is? 

Whats mcant by the coming of it inco 
the foul ? 
We have ſpoken ſomewhat of the firſt in the 
former part,in the explicating of the words; 
and now we will ſomewhat cnlarge upon it, 


Godlineſs is the phe excrafng and at Godlinefs 
ing of thoſe graces which the foul hath re- what & is. 


ccrved of the Spirit of God, both to the 
plory of God, and good of man, or the 
bringing forth of the fruics of grace in holi- 
nels of hfe and converſation; that is ; when 
2 man improves all his graces given unto 
him to the advantage of his Maſter Chiilt, 


oo 
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to be glad of —_ occalion whereby be 
may advance the glory of that God, that 
hach advanced him by the glory of vis grace: 
as God is pleaſed ro ſhew the glory of his 
prace to a ſoul , and that tothe utmoſt, ſo 
godlinets m that ſoul defires to improve and 
atuatc all that grace and mercy to its ut- 
moſt power, ro and for God, Chriſt, the 
Gofpel,and rhe Saints ; And this is the very 
life and ſou! of godlineſfs,and this is the con- 
tivval courſe that godlinefs a&ts, this is its 
full ſcope and aime ; the perfe@ion of this, 
is that which it doth afpire after : Tor this 
is the ſoulsbreathings from the time that the 
foul received it, unto the end of life, and fo 
godlinels becomes the fouls witnels here, 
and hereafrer, for irhath che promiſe of this 
life , and thar which is ro come. 

Secondly, This godlinels comes, 1 ay it 
comes into the ſuul of manyit is not attraRt- 
ed, or by induſtry atchieved, nor is it inbe- 
rent in aoy foul : but it is grace poured out 
from God, and freely given and breathed 
into the foul of man by the Spirit of grace ; 
I will powr out my ſpirit upon all fleſh, fc. 
Unto you it us given to know the myſteries of 
the Kingdom,c*c. Yea,Chiiſt communicates 
himiclt unto his people , and makes them 
partake Of his ——— 


_— —u—y—_— 
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skill, art, wiſdom, learning, riches, or ny 
—_ power whatſoever , yea wit the 
created powet it heaven orearth, is not abfe 
ro attain wnro one ſcruple or of godlt- 
neſs, its noe from men, nor the word 
of God, ord ion of the Ordinances 
im theraſc Ives, but from Heaven, znd thar by 
the breathings of the Spirit of Jeſus Chriſt ; 
I (hall bur onely ronch upon this point i 
this place. 

'e have now ſeen, that godlineſs where 
it comes, it comes , freely and comes 
with power 3 the next thing two be con» 
ſidered , is, how it comes to pak that god- 
lines comes with ſo much power into the 
ſoul. 
The Anthor of all godlinefs is the 
Effenice of all Power, which is God bla& 
{cd for evermore ; Its a rule in Philoſophy, 
Nhat as the Cauſe is, fo is the Effet: if 
the Cauſe be powerful, rhe Effet muſt 
needs be To, as in Fire, the greater the fire 
ls, the greater is the hear im making other 
things hor, which is its cffeR; fo the carth 
being in it ſelf naturally cold, cauſeth a fre 
gidiry and numoes in all creatures; © 
man narurally ( ing ur 
carth, isnoching but a heavy 
of Chy, dead'nnd fraiclefs , tmtill bear — 
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life be inſpiced in him from a priociple and 
fountain of life : Thus the Alai gs 
zofinice in power, cauſcrh thoſe things which 
come from himſelf co be very full of power. 

Now that God is powerfull, is clear by 


Women &. thoſe names given to him in Scripture z He 
lobim cf is called Elokums ; Elohims (ignifies the migh- 
prijenari, ry Judges, its a Word of the Plural Num- 
<a en- ber, and expreſicth the Trinity of Perſons 


Ku? 


© Heb. 


12 29 


in Unity of Eflence ; fo Zebovah, which lig- 
mihes the eternal Being of himſelf : then ( 7 
am) Exod.3.14. (1 am that I aw) 1 will be 
.wbat 1 will be, a moſt Ggniticage expreflion 
of che abſolute and uncontroulable power 
of God; yea, this name is attribured to 
Chriſt, 7 am Alpha and Omega, the begin- 
niny and the ending : Then he is called 
Lord, and fo a Lord, that he is abſolute of 
hamſclf, and can do whatever he pleaſerh in 
heaven and carth ; then he is called God, 
which commonly fgnificth a burning fire, 
ane that runs through all things. Again, He 
is callcd the ſtrong God, Shaddai, the Al- 
Mighty God, all which denotate and fet 


ww ow L- forth the Almighty power of God ; and io 


- 
Ry F, 


ip his Works, For be « the God that wrigheth 


_— 4% the Mountains in a Balance, and tahgth wp 


the Iles as 4 very lutle thing, yea, that count- 
£ih all chings Icls then nothing 3 what an 
exprei]ion 
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expreſſion is this, what Soveraigney, whar 
Omaniporency is this ? what debaſement of | 
oft all power in competition with his ? 
If it were the choughts of Solomon, an 
earthly King,afcer his fruition of all ſubluna- 
ry pleaſure and power, to account them bur 
vanity, nay, leſs then vanity, well may then 
the Salomon of Salomons,the King of Kings, 
eſtimate the greateſt chings in che world, 
nay, the power of the whole world, to be 
nothing, yea leſs then nothing ; who of no- 

thing raiſed the world, and all created Beings 

therein, and to the ſame nothing can reduce ﬀ! 
them at his will and pleafure : This I fay is | 
that God which ſenderth godlinefs with a | 
power into the ſoul of his Saints. : 

The next thing that we muſt wy 


The ends why God fends godlineſs into 
ſouls of his people with ſuch power ; By 
way taking notice of godlineſs as it is ob- 
ſervable in its Cauſe and Effet; for god- 
lineſs in this place is Metonimically ſpoken, 
the Effect for the Cauſe, now Grace is the 
cauſe of godlineſs, nd godlineſs is the effe 
of Grace, for Grace is that which makes 2 
man 4 godly man, and its Grace that comes | | 
with power into the ſoul, the life 
of man is ated and carried 0n in wy 
ot godlineſs; Theſc things thus premiſed, 
we 
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weſhall procecd to the aforeſaid Ends or 
Reaſons. 

The firſt End or Reaſon that God hath 
in ſending godlineſs into the foal with 
power, is becauſe of the great oppoſition it 
mult encounter withall, and thac is from 
the devil, the world, the fleſh, and ſpirit of 
men. 

The devil, he is the {ſtrong man, and hath 
taken poſſeſſion of the foul, and alwayes 
{tand upon his guard ro keep his ground 
with all the powers of hell, and all the 
ſtrength that he can pany make, yea; he 
bids defiance againſt Heaven, Men and 
Angels, and makcth this or[the like plea for 
himſclf; This foul is mine, it was born mine 
(1We were by nature the children of wrath, 
&c. )yca, it hath lived mine, Ihave had the 
pollc(hon of it theſe ewenty or thirty years, 
yea, At may be forty or fifty years, what 
power now (hall ſnatch him out of my 
hands ? bc is my bounden ſervant, he is my 
ancient ſouldicr, hc hath covenanted to fight 
uader my banner, he is a loyal ſubjeR of my 
Kingdom, bc istrueto his cruſt, be will op- 
poſe my oppolers, he will defend my right 
and intereſt, he will not bave me loſe any 
footing, he will rather periſh then have me 
diſpoſicfled, why then noe —_ 
; 4 
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all my power and force for him, to keep 
him ſtill my fanhful ſervant? rather die then 
part with him, 

Now Chriſt he comes and laics chim to <wrifts 
this ſoul, and ſick This ſoul is mine, and is 
was given me of my Father, yea,l have loved 
him .—_ then mine own life, I have (hed a, 
my pretious blood for him that I might re- 
deem him our of the jaws of hell, and de- 
hver him from che power of Satan; lam 


the Caprain of his deliverance, yea, Thave j4, . © 


bought him at a dear rate, and paid mor 4 

for him then heaven and earth ir ſelf, yea, , p., x; 

then all the createed power in both, and 1 18. 

will have hum: and Chrilt enters this Fort, 

binds the ſtrong man, and doth caſt him 

out by the ſtrength of thoſe weapons which 

are not carnal but, ſpiriemal, yea mighty 

through God to aft down ſtrong holds, 

this is that 1-ovs, that Saviour , that can, 

that will ranſom, and deliver his Peo- 

plc, maugre all oppolutions whatſoever ; 

this 1s that Kyighe,, that Anointed one, tht Brheſc4.8, 

victorious King of Kings,that leads captivity 

captive, and gives gifts ro men, of wheie 

power the Sazncs receive power, and .grack x Job, 2. 

tor grace, unoordy they are inables. 26-13, 

wreſtle againſt pincipalitics and powery, 4y 

gainlt A Rulers the darkneſs. of this Pcs. 
H 2 world, 
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world, yea, againſt ſpiritual wickednefles in 
high places. 

As it muſt be powerful ro ſtand in oppo" 
ſition againſt Satan, ſo againſt the world : 
for if Grace and Godlineſs were not 
powerful, rhe world would ſoon repel and 
overcome it, it would exclude and bar the 
door of the foul againſt chem , for the 
world doth as really fight againſt rhe ſoul, 
as the devil doth : now what 1s the world? 
certainly all chat is in the world, that is, the 
luſt of the fleſh, the luſt of the eyes, and the 
pride ot life, che firſt and ſtrong invaders of 
our firlt Parents, that did invade and over- 
come, that laid ſiege unto, & rook poſſeſſion 
of the ſtrong»tortihed, and cnabled-to-refilt 
facultics of che ſoul of Adam, and in him do 
ſtill (mite his loyns,and enſnare and ſeize up- 
on the power and ſtrength ofall his ſeedzrhey 
plead a right and poſſeſſion by antiquity, 
and they will keep their hold uncil they be 
evinced and caſt our by the power of Grace, 
which « the onely weapon we have to ward 
off the aſſaults of theſe ſpiritual wickednet- 
ſes,& this is the victory that evercomerh the 
world, even our faith,and by the power that 
God pur into thoſe glorious Martyrs, they 
overcame the world in all its periccations, 


impriſoamears, yea, and death ir felf 4 
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It comes with power, that it might bear 
down the corruprions of fleſh and fpiric 
thar daily rebel and riſe up againſt the 
Saints, and that made Pax! fay, I beat 
down my body, I club ir down, I beat it : Cor g. 
black and bluc, as the -Original word fig- 27. | 
nifies, and all yer all was lictlo enough, for © 2=:<(# 
(Natwram expellas furca licet n/que recur 4 a 
rit ) there are ſuch imperfections in the per- ;-;, ſubjicie 
feeſt Chriſtians; ſuch reliques of Nature that corpys me. 
there will be ſtill continual buffertings and «=». 
conflicts berween the Spirit and the Fleſh, 
though the Spirit doth oppoſe, and fome- 
times get ground, yer the Fleſh will be re- 
turning and gerring head again ; fo long as 
we are in the body lictle doth the world 
know what ado Grace hath with the Fleſh 
and Spirit of the Saints, there will be fuch 
relutances, fuch combares, ſuch heavy bur- 
chens upon the foul, that oft-rimes ic makes 
the Saints go very heavy and ſad moK&part 
of their dayes. And therefore the Apoltle 
exhorts us To cleanſe bur [elves from all fil. z Cor. 7.1, 
thineſs of fleſh and ſpirit, and this makes him Roe. 7, 
cry out, Who ball deliver me from the body hal 
of this death? well, I thank God through eſte 
{rift wy Lord; that is , by that power of 
Chriſt cthache ſends into his ſoul, he was de- 


livered, and by that power alone are all the 
H 3 921nts 


ine 
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Saints delivered from theſe three great 
capital Encmics. 

That it may make us ſtand ſtrong againſt 
all our enemies that oppole, whatſoever ; 
Stand faſt (\aith Pax) in the liberty where- 
with Chriſt hath made you free : Watch you, 
ſtand faſt in the favth, and quit you like men, 
and be ſtrong ; for God, be hath given «« the 
vithory through Jeſus (brift our Lord, and 
ye ave kept by the power of Ged through 
faith to cternal ſalvation ; Now the reaton 
why the Saints do fo often fall and (hp, is, 
becauſe they truſt to their own (ireogth, and 
relt not on this power which they receive 
fromfeſmu Clrift;tor he that bath this power 
in his foul, and doth make uſc of it by Faith, 
ic may contend againſt Sin , Corruption, 
Death, and Hell ir lelf, yea, and overcame 
all, as the Apoſtle faich, 7 aww able to de all 
things throwgh Chriſt that frengtbeueth me; 
In hing we are more then conguerers ; and oct- 
tainly, did we but know what combos we 
loſe, and what foils we receive in not 
making uſe of this r, it would put us 
vpon our Watch Guard, ww make w 
careful ro keep Ceqpinel by vive power 10 
our fouls : Had David, and others made ufc 
of this power, and ſtood apon their Warch, 
hc had aot commureed Adultery, Perer bad 
not 
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not denied his Maſter, Jacob got the Bleffing 
by a Ilye, «fhrabam denicd his wife for 
fear of Pharouh :; and fo divers others which 
[ could wiſh might be as Landmarks unro 
us, whillt we fail through the fea of this 
world. 

Why godlinefs comes with power into Keaſ. 3. 

the ſouls of the Saints, is, that ir might puc 
another frame of ſpirit into them chen they 
had before ; as the Lord ſpake of Caleb, Be- 
cauſe he had another ſpirit with him, there- 
fore he (hall fee the Land, yea, I will bring 
him into it, and his ſced ſhall poſlels it ; 
Tea, he followed me fully, faith the Texr : 
now this Spirit was nothing elſe but the 
Spirit of Faith : fo he Falkilled afrer me, as 
the Hebrew Word fignifieth, that is, He was 
conſtant in obedience to Me, or to my Com- 
mands ; Certainly, where Grace raigns in 
the ſoul, fin doth not onely decay, bur die, 
the man is become anorher man + as Pax! 
when he was converted, he was another 
man then he was before, he was of a new 
mould, a new temper ; before he perſecuted 
the Saints, but now he embracerk them, and 
preacheth to them ; betore he knew not 
who Chriſt was, Who art thew Lord * but 
now he doth not onely know Cheſt, but x,, wn 
preacherh Chriſt , and ſufferech for him , /um exo- 
H 4 yea, 
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yea, now he is willing to dic for him ; yea, 
the Saints know this by experience, that 
there is a certain vis, 2 power infuſed into 
the ſoul from God, which was not before in 
them, otherwiſe they could never have had 
any dominion overſin,never have been made 
new creatures, but ſhould have (till remained 
under the power of darkneſs, and in their 
natural cltate, they ſhould never have 
known any difference berwixt cthemficlves 
and the wickedelt man on the carth , bur 
ſhould have committed the ſame abominati- 
ons with chem, they ſhould never have been 
tranſlced from death to life ; neither ſhould 
their ſpot have been difterenced or known 
from the ſpot of the wicked ; had not God 
made them experimentally to know and 
feel a mighty overawing,and (1n- conquering 
power, ſent,and let in unto their ſouls, from 
the Almighty Spirit of God, which doth 
divide between the marrow and the bone, 
berween the Fleſh and the Spirit. 

That it may make” us to carry on Gods 

rear deſign in the advancing of the Lord 
Fel, for in ſuch ſouls where this power 
comes, Chriſt is greatly exalced —_—— 
dom, in his perſon, and in his ofhces, for 
that bchieverh gloriferh che Father, who 
hath ſeat his Son into the world, m_—_ 

n 
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Son who is the glory of the father ; theſe 
foals put to their ſeals that God is true; fuch 
a ſoul gives a teſtimony unto the world that 
wharſocver God hayh ſaid of his Son in the 
word, is the very truth of God, yes ir can 
freely adventure all, and lay all upon Chriſt 
for life and falvation,yea had it ren thouſand 
ſouls it would caſt chem all into Chriſts arms, 
its reſolved there to live, and there to die, 
its faich is furcly fxr that the gates of hell 
cannot prevail againſt it , come what will 
come he is conhdent , thac neither like nor 
death, principalities nor powers, ſhall be 
able ro ſeparace him from the love of God, 
which is in Chriſt Jeſus onr Lord : chus is 
the ſoul fultained and upheld by the power 
of grace, and a&s couragiouſly ro and for 
Chriſt and the cxalration of his glory. 

That fuch a foul where this power comes, 
may ſtrongly hold its communion with 
Chriſt, chat as Chriſt gives our of himſelf, 
and fulneſs unto the foul by a dire aft ; fo 
the ſoul may be ſomewhat cnabled to reeni- 
bute unteChriſt ,of what he bath received by 
a refieRt a, as the beams of the Sun are made 
refleave by the carth anto us, which is the 
cauſe of rhe bear we feel ; fo the beams of 
the Sun of righteouſneſs deſcending and 
coming into the ſon}, make it warm, vigo* 
rous, 
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roas, and communicative, to and for God, 
and axic hath received mercies, fo it will be 
alwayes returning praiſes, whereynto it 
would be altogether daad ( for by nature we 
are dead co every good work ) had ir nor 
firſt been enlivened and quickened witch « 
power from above ; for we cannot ſtir nor 
move for God until he ſtirs and moves in us; 
we are akogether (cnſelefs, till made fenkble 
by him, cis in him we live , we move, and 
have our being, we could not love God,had 
not he loved us firſt, nor could we grve our 
our ſelves anto Chriſt, did nor Chriſt firſt 
breathe into our ſouls the ſpirit and power 
of grace:and therefore we may well ſay that 
none can hold communion with Chriſt, bur 
thoſe and thoſe onely ro whom Chriſt ſends 


rhe _ of godhoeſs. 
That godlineſs may predominate and 
bear rule and fway in the Fl, that it may be 


the Queen Regent and fole governchs 
thereot ; har as(in hath formerly raigned 
to Gods diſhonor, ſo now grace may raigne 
to Chriſts glory : That ar fin bath reigned 
ware drath; ve ſo might grace raign throweh 
right ceomſneſs nnto eternal life through Jeſms 
(rift owr Lord; fo that 2s fin hath 
and over-powred all the faculties of the 
ſoul, and members of the body in bringing 
. of 
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of chem in lubjebon to Satan, ſo now god- 
l.neſs (xr:ng vpon the throne exercileth them 
tor Chrilt, and brings them into ſubjecion 
unto him ; now grace and godlineſs ſtand 
Centnel in the foul, and command all, fo 
that when any cavalcring luſt or corruption 
appears,it may take them off, or if theyſhould 
prevaile through frequent aflailings, that 
then the foul may flee co Chailt for more 
forces to incounter and calt them our : for 
Chriſt, hc hath prooulſed co affilt hus people 
againlt all cheir enemies, who by the power 
of his death will bury all his and his Saints 
cnenies in his graye, fo as they (hall never 
prevaile againk chem here nor here» 
after. 

That it may continue 2 foul in that new 
nature whereunto it hath been begocten a- 
gain wato Chriſt, for were it not that there 
were 8 certain power in godlineſs to keep 
the foul from falling inco its old natural 
condition , and 2 ſpiritual phyfick ro fu- 
liaine and keep it from relapling into its for- 
mer firs, it would ſoon be reduced into its 
former ſation,apd be viticed with its 01d dul- 
caſe wherein it was (cated and wherewith it 
was infected before grace entered into it, 
and the ground is, becauſe of the abundance 
of (trong corruptions inherent and accom- 


panying 


_ 
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ing the beſt ragenentet for the fieſh is 
waving 222 e ſpirir, and the ſpi- 
rie againſt the fiſh, for there was ever 2 
ſtrong antipathy berween theſe rwo.. Now 
Chnſt who 15 the Captain of our Salvation 
make his graces powerful in his Sainrs, char 
ſo they may not give ground, bur ſtand faſt 
in that condition whereunto he hach called 
them ; for the Saints are kepe through faich 
vnto (alvation, by that power of grace which 
is given unto them of God the Father and 
and our Lord Jcfus Chriſt ; otherwiſe were 
ir not powerful ,zll the grace the Sainrs had 
received was bur in vain,and fo Chriſts death 
and reſurrechon had been ro little purpoſe, 
for one end of Chriſts death was to kill fin, 
and (© of his refurreftion, to raiſe us up to 
newnek of life, and fo to keep us there, that 
we ſhould never be ſurpriſed, and conquered 
by the old man, but contive in the new, and 

walk 3« a people ranſfomed by the Lord. 
That by this power the ſoul might at for 
God, for Chnit, the Gof wy Saincs 


in the performance of irs doty to all , rhat «« 
might honor the Father with that honor that 
1s Cue unto his name, that it might ſufter 
with and for Chriſt, and char it might love, 
embrace, and defend the Goſpel, and the 
Saines, againſt all oppoſicions — 

or 
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for not the of the Spirit of Chriſt 
come into the foul with power , the foul 
could never have pee ormed any ye 

ceptable to God, God accepts 0 
thing unlefs ir come firſt from his Spirit ; for 
irs the voice of his own ſpirit whereby the 
Saints cry, Abbe Father ; for as 0n the one 
hand every good and perfe&t gift comerh 
from God who is the Father of lights ; fo 
on the other hand ,no man of himſelf withour 
this power is able to think a good though 
or ſpeak a good word, muchlefs do any good 
ation ; man through his loſt ability in A4- 
am 15 ſpiritually dead, bur carnally living ; 
nothing that he can own or lay claim uato 
2s his a&, but fin; bu when godlineſs comes 
mo a foul with power, O then the faculcices 
of the ſoul are refuſcirated and made alive 
again, and the members of the body are re - 
gulated & brought into conformity unto the 
ſpirit, and made it to aft for God, who 
before afted againit God , that before were 
the weapons of anrighteouſneſs unto lin,acrc 
now become the weapons of righteouſnes 
unto the glory of that God, who by his 
power caſt into the foul did change that vile 
ind finful body, and made it glorious and 
TS dr ſc ; hereby che un- 
derſtanding anabd.ice its now brought un- 
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to new diſcoverics, its carnal fooliſhneſs is 
fanAtified wiſdom, it's now able to difcern 
and know the wonderful myſteries of godli. 
neſs; this er of godlineſs is the Eyc- falve 
of the ſoul which rakes off the condenſe film 
of ipnorance, and works a ſenſible illumina- 
tion in that faculty of the underſtanding alſo 
this wrhe reſtorer of rhe will, it brings it 
from nature to grace, from willing the things 
of the fleſh, ro will the things of God : « 
diſingagerh the afcRions, it Rops their pur- 
ſjuir after the world, arid cauſcth thent vo 
ron after God and the things of God: 
nay further ,- this power of God is 2 new 
Heaven,creared in the ſoul,its the new birth, 
ics the reegneramion, its the new nature, its 
the dearth of rhe firſt , and the life of the 
ſcrond eAloaw ; irs the extirpation of na- 
cure and Im, and the renovation and trant- 
phnring of grace 2nf life in the foul, hereby 
the eyes can fee for God, the cars hear for 
God, rhe rongue ſpeak for God,and the feer 
walk for God; in a word the whole man by 
vertue of this power,is made ferviccable Tor 
God, which ic could never have beer, had 
not this godfineſs come into the foul with 


power. 
That the Saints might be made fir for a 


* 9, ſuffering condirion, for its not onety grven ts 
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Saints to belerve, but alſo to faffer for bus 


names ſake. 


The Suns they are Chriſts witnefles on 


4 


, 


carth againſt the world : how have the peo- AG. 5.45 l 


ple of God ſtood 2s 2 wall of brats in wit* res, 11.3, 


neſting for the troth of Chriſt in the times of 
thoſe ten perſecutions, what wicked, crue 
and barbarous dealing did they finde , 
receive from this world! was not all maner 
of cruelty exerciſed againſt chem that hell 
and men could invent ? and yer by this 
power of godlincſs they were cnabled to 
indure all, yea, and with rejoycing alfo,chat 
they were counted worthy to r for the 
name of Chnit. O incffable fupportl O 
glorious conqueſt * the ſenſe of pain was 
iwallowed up of the ſenſe of joy ; the tor- 
ments of hell vanquiſhed and lighted by 
the thoughts of Heaven ; whileſt burning 
burniſhing , while cxtingmhing reviving, 
whileſt crucifying enjoying Paradiſe. Do 
but look into the book of Martyrs , and ce, 
what ſawing aſunder, roaſting ailve, putting 
into boiling oil, cyes burning out, and what 
not ? and yet by this power God made them 
ſtand (trong, and has and their cnc- 
mics,to their own thame and confuhon, to 
that the Saines Naughteriogs, at length be» 
cume their perſecucors wffermgs, they were 
wearyed 


wearyced and tired-out with afiting and 
butchering of the Saints : and as God by his 
Power did then make them couragiouſly 
tro ſand, fo is he till the fame God, nor 15 
his hand ſhortned that he cannot help, bur 
ſtill will continue this power unto his peo- 
ple, char they ſhall ſtand for Chriſt, un- 
dergo any kinde of ſuffering with joy ; for 

he againſt principalities and powers, 
yea againſt fpirituall wickedneſs in high 
places; and this is another end why 
godlineſs comes into the ſoul with 
power. 

16, Thatic might make the Saints live above 
the world, that is, might elevate their afte&i- 
ons, and make them hive in Heaven , where 
Chriſt cheirhead is, that it might diſpoſleſs 
worldlineſs and enthrone heavenly-minded- 
neſs, that it might glorihe the ſoul and cake 
ic off from poring on this dunghil the world 
and the ſeeming glory thereof , and fix ir 

Preaniay, upon a Kingdom, and the real and perman- 
g=e perma.. ent glory thereof; to be enamored of the 
wa! & ravithing beauties of God the King of chat 
co pu glory, tharſothe ompations & allurements 
rien, we Of the world being ſhghted, and rhe glory 


ſemper fi- 211d excellency thereof counted as dirt and 
eat, Babl. dung ; the etcrnal glory of God may be ad- 
vanced and oncly aimed atin that foul, for 

ir 


- _ 


—_—— —— — 
_ —_—— DD — 


A Pill to purge Formality. I13 


ivis the glory of the Church here to have the 
Sun upon her head, and to be crowned 
with a crown of twelve Stars, and to have 
the Moon under her feet ( that is } the carth 
and the glory thereof in its moſt glorious 
Robes muſt be ſtamped upon by Saints, 
even as Samwe! ſtamped upon Agar the i $am. 15; 
King of the «Amalckiter : when a tempta- 
tion comes and offers ir ſelf co Saints, they 
ought to be higer minded then to embrace 
it ; In thus point Saines (hould be like unto 
Themiſtoclesr, who having gotten a great ay; 
victory by war, would not ſtoopto take the ravrs on 
ſpoil, it would not ſtand with his ſtate and 34 5vs & 
honor todo it, and when others did it, his ©: 
anſwer was, you may, you are not T be- _—_ 
miſtocles : for when the world ( having 
received a foil by this power of godlineſs 
ofters ics glory and pomp to fuch a ſoul, 
/ which indeed is but the ſpoil of grace )chac 
{vul ſhould refuſc them, and leave them £0 
be taken up of the worldlings,and fay, Such 
as you may entertain and hug the embraces 
of the world, but for my part, Iam born 
bigher, I am of a nodbler blood then to 
mande fuch ofall, ſuch contempridle things 
Saints (hould be like Amipater , King © TICS 
Macedon , who being offered z book to 
read, faid, 1 have no leafure : fo when the 
I Saines 


 - wn M.cnas hm. Ao 
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Sam ts have the glorious book of the whole 
world, and the pleaſures rhrreok laid open 
unto therr eyes. and rendertd ro thers to be 
read, they thould anſwer, we have no 16- 
fare re coeemplare upon fach follics,nor to 
reveive ſach vaniſhing del-ghers, ofir ſpirits 
foar alofr, we muſt follow our Fachers bu- 
ſinefs which is in heaven, it mult Ke ©nar de. 
light, 2d ovr meat and drink to d6 our Fa- 
thers will, for he harh raughc us that we 
are cruciked to the world, and the world 
ro us. 

And as Sainrs by this power live above 
the world in irs glory and pomp, fo they 
maſt live above the works in ics foorns, re-+ 

- proachings and perſecurions ,, and fay in 
Sue ten. Plain tearms, Workd and Devil - do your 
dit, nn workt, for true Verrae doth not lo much 
gaid piſs conſider what it ſuffers, bor whether it 
jwa ft rrnds, whether its going, and whins its end ; 
gs. Virew dom pafirar vincice, Vermes Wwitcr. 
ings are its overcomings, the world and 
| aff irs reproaches are thertby congeered fo 
Nob atten. that Saincs (hoald not look what thre rhey 
—_ have in the Whip, but what portion the 
_ have in the Word of Gvd, whar incered 


as in 


g's, fed Oey have in Cart Joſas, what crown of 
geem fo» glory s hand wp for all chem thar fore rhe 
cum in Te- appearing of Jeſas Chrift, who (hull change 


our 


fMaments 


our vile bodies, abd make ther like his glo- 
rivus body, For Whin Chrift who i our light 
hall apes, then ſhall we ane With him in 
glory, then ſhall all tears be Wiptd from our 
r5es ; then (hall the worlds ſcofts be turned 
to Gur glory, the worlds deſpight to our re- 
joycing, the worlds curſings to our Hale- 
lnjahs and praiſing of that God that did ſo 
powerfully deliver us from them, and hath 
now Ccloathed our deſpicable and lozthed 
bodits with Toms ar and our ſouls wich 
the Robes of Jeſus Chnilt, 

That by it Saitits thay ſee what _—— 
there is in themſelves, apd what fulneſs there 
is in the author of this power its through 
Grace, that a min ſees that nothin _ 
yea, [fs then nothing thats in himſelf, that 
all his datics, performances, and abilities 
whatſoever, are <fmipry bubbles and meet 
nothins ; you know where light comes 
there darknebs is diſcovered, yea, baniſhed, 
ſo whete power comes, weaknefs is made 
known and diſcovered, fo that a man may 
ſee ir, for where this er comes nor, men 
do and can cruſt in themſelves, and not in 
him who is all Power,God blefſcd for ever- 
more ; by this Self comes to be debaſed, 
by this conceited riches become naked po- 
verty z all —c 
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neſs, by this the foul defireth to decreafe, 
thar Chriſt may increaſe, 

Laſtly, That ic might keep and preſerve 
the Saints to erernal like and glory, Te are 
kept by the power of God through faith to 
[ulvation ; O how foon would Saints rurn 


their backs upon Chriſt, and go back to 


imbrace their former (ins, luſts, and cor- 
ruptions, and quire fall away from what 
they do now profeſs, were it not that God 
did hold chem in the hollow of his hand 1 O 
whither was David going, Whither was Pe- 
ter going,and Lor, Noah and divers other of 
the Saints, had aot God by a mighty power 

iven a turn to their ſpirits/its his Promiſeto 
RieSaines, that when they go altray,they (hal 
be made to hear a voyce behindtbem, ſaying, 
T his is the way, walk jwit ; thus God by this 
power of Grace doth carry his Saints from 
grace to grace, till he brings them to life 
and glory ; were it not for this, they would 
with Demas forſake Chriſt, and imbrace 
this preſent world ; the ſtrongeſt Saint on 
eek left ro humſclf, would quickly fall and 


miſcarry in his way to ſalvation ; its impoſſi- 
ble for any man to be ſaved if he (ſhould be 
left ro ſtand upon his own legs ; what in- 
finite need then do we ſtand in of this pre- 
ſerving power / it is not the ſo 
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the end that crowneth the work, No man Fix cores 
| Plowe nar 

having wt his hand to the Plongh and look- Lubco:6a. 
ing back, u fit for the Kingdom of God; ict 
was the complaine of God againſt the 
Charch of Epheſus, T hat fbe had left ber firſt Revel.2.4. 
Love in Revel.2 4. Therefore he faith again 
in Verſe 7. To him that overcometh will 
give to eat of the T ree of Life Which « in the 
midſt of the Paradiſe of God : And again, in 
Revel.11.7. He that overcometh ſhall inherit Revar 7, 
all things, and 1 will be hu God, &c. If then 
perſeverance obtain the Crown, and onely 
he that overcometh (hall inheric eternal 
Life, What will become of poor miſerable | 
creatures that are not able to ſtand one mo- 
ment, nor to refilt the leaſt rempration, if 
the merciful power of an Almighty God 
doth not aid them, and carry them on 
thr this boiſterons and troubleſome 
world, and condut them ſafe unto the Ha- 
ven of Reſt 1 had it not been for this, Par! 2 Tim 4. 
could never have ſaid, 1 have fought 4 good 7:5. 
fight, 1 have finiſhed noy courſe, 1 S6 | 
the faith, henceforth u laid wp for me 4 crown 
of righteouſneſs, &c. It is therefore by the 

wer of grace that we arc kept and pre» 


rved faithful unto the end. 
You ſay that godlineſs comes into the Q gf. - ' , 
fool and that it comes wich prey, bar af- 
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Anſw. 


ter what manner, or what are the footſteps 
of ir ? 

You may call ro minde how I told you, 
that the words were Meronymical, the 
EffcR is here pur for the Cauſe : Godlineſs 
in its higheſt excellency is bur rhe fruic of 
Grace , the improvement or exerciſe of 
Grace ; Grace is the cauſe of Godhneſs, as 
fire is the cauſe of heart, and yer as the cauſe 
is, ſuch is the ef, for powerful cauſes 
make powerful effeAts, thats an undeniable 
cruth in Philoſophy, and thats the very 
reaſon why godiineſs is ſo ful in the 
fouls of men : Now wouldſt thou know the 
working of Grace, or of the Graces of the 
Spirit of God in the ſoul ? 

Firſt then, 1 will ſer down ſome of theſe 
fundamental Graces which cauſe godliacſs ; 
and ſecondly , how they 'ure wrought in 


and =_ the fpicits of men. 

Firſt then, Take theſe four Graces, Faith, 
Repencance, Self- denial, and Love, not that 
I intend to ſpeak of the DoQrine of Faith, 
or the reſt of rhe graces here mentioned, bur 
onely to you z word or ewo to cach, and 
fo ec 


proceed. 

To ſhew how they are wrought, and their 

foorſteps in the ſouls of Bekevers; And firſt 

to begia with Faith; =t 09 Wenbne you 
wi 


with that which is Hiſtorical, Temporary ar | 
Legal,bug tt ſpeak of thas Truc, Evangelical, 
Saving, and Jultitying Faith, 

Faith chen is 4 certain grace wrought is xi4e; 
the ſau! by the *prrit of Gad, and by the bm] A 
Word preached, and its an aR of the Un- £4«.. 
derfiandging alſo ; now I put the Word and 
the Spiris togerher , 2s they ordinarily arc 
appoinged to work rogerber to make 3 man 
a Believer, for 1 dare boldly ay , that the 
Ward of it ſelf newer yer to this day 
wrought faith in any man withour the Vpirit 
of God working with it ; bur I am cophdene 
that the Spirit may and doth, where the 
Word preached is not to be had, wark this 
faith in the foals of the EleQt; Paul max 
plant, & Apollo may Water bwt it is Godthas 

iveth the increaſe; 3 man may live all 

ayes of his life nader a powerful we 
and hand by Chriſt, and hear the joy 
ſauad of the Gofpcl, and yet never the 
neerer , t ſhall count it but as thander, 
as tholg did in Jabs 12 29. unlefs the _ 
of Gag boceth the ears, and ſanRificth their / 
hcarrs ca underſtand and believe the things 
of God, and though Faith be che gift of 
Cad, yet as God pars forth an in gi- 
ving of Faith, ſo he gives 2 hand to his EleR 
is max Faith, _— they could ne- 

4 


ver 


t Cor 3.6. 
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Chriſt the 
objca of 
Faith, 


Trut Re- 
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ver have it - thus God illuminares the Un- 
derſtanding , whereby it comes to know, 
that there is fuch a thing as Chriſt is, and 
then he convinceth the Judgment, that this 
Chriſt is very excellent, and that of necefſt- 
ty he muſt be had, or elſe the foul is andone; 
then comes the Will, ſaying, If Chriſt be (o 
good, and that of neceſſicy I muſt have him, 
QO then I will receive him ; chus at lengrh 
is faith begotten in the foul : yer we mult 
take heed of attributing any thing to man 
in this, for all this is Gods own work and* 
none of mans. | 

Now the other three graces may be ſtiled 
Faiths ſubſequenrs or concomitants, Faiths 
companions, or the froits of Faith, yer I 
(hall ſpeak a word to cach of them : and 
firſt to Repentance, Ifay, of the working 
of this grace in the ſouls of Gods EleR, as I 
have ſaid of Faith ; and in this work of Re- 
pentance we mult note theſe four ſteps or 
degrees. 

There is« ſight of the nature of ſin. 

A convinced judgment of the guilt of fin. 

There is a cordial and hearty forrow 
for fin. 

There is a diſlike of, or an abhorriog and 
forſaking of (in. 
* For ho (aber hr han CIC 
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ſin in its own nature and proper colours ; 
now fins vai] begins to be pluckr off; before 
fin was pleaſurable and delightful, now it is 
odious and loathſom, now the ſoul diſcovers 
ſin to be a Scorpion, a Serpent, whoſe ſting 
would have cauſed crernal death ; thar 

which ſeemed to be the pleaſanteſt and de- 
lighrfulleſt companion, is now the uglieſt, 
baſeſt, and conrempribleſt thing that ever 
the ſoal beheld fince it had a being ; that 
which formerly was embraced and hugged 
15 2 Dalilah, ts now thrown our of the win- 
dows 2s a Fezabe/: now the foul looks on 
ſin as Gods greateſt enemy, yea, as that 
whereby the ſoul hatch caſt dirt in the very 
face of God, and hath grieved, and done 
deſpight unto his boly Spirit, and cru- 
cihed the Lord of life and glory : 22S the T', The fk 
foul looks upon it as its own great 
it did unparadiſc it, it hath ever ſince bling. = 
tolded ir, and fertered ir up amongſt a legi- 
on of devils, and hath made a ſeparation be- 
rween God and it, it harh made it at emmity 
with God, and hath brought it into a ſtace 
of condemnation, and was ablc to fink ic in- 
to the very bottom ofhell. 

The foul is convinced of the guile of fin, - 4, 
and that by the ſame its bound overto the 
Judgment Scat of Chriſt, there to —_—— 
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the breach of all the Laws of God, Norab 
and Eyangelical, yea, and that this gwit bes 
ſo heavy on the foul, that its able to prets 
it down into deſtruchen, and to baniſhig 
from the preſence of the Lord, and the glo- 
ry of his power for ever ; (in now is become 
a burden to purpoſe, yea, fuch a buy» 
den as avid coamplzineyh of in P/abw 3Þ 4, 
faith he there, Aſine inigaitier are gore over 
my head a5 4n heavy beg den they are too beavy 
for me; that which onge was io light,chat the 
ſoul cavid nar frel is, Onow its fo heavy 
that irs like to break che very heart of it; 
naw conſcience is wakenced, and (in ſands 
25 3 braſen wall in is arder before the foul ; 
I will ſee bus fin im order before him, there is 3 
Scripture to that purpoſe in the Pal 


miſt. 
There is 2 cordial and hearty ſarrow for 
fin : O faith the lanl,rhac 1, that ſuch 4 wrerch 
as Iſhavld fin 2gainit fo greet, fo gaqd, and 
ſo gracious 3 God;now the ſoul begins wH be 
cautious of (inning,now its ready tQ fay with 
aſeph, Haw can 1 ds this rreet Withadneſs 
and ſix 47 4inft Ged ! Now the (owl is (enfible 
of its indignity to God, naw It gan grieve 
and ren ug very brace for its vnkigde deal- 
ing with (ad, who hath deake fe. indely 
with x,and by this means the foul is brought 
into 


———_—— —y _— 
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into contrition and godly ſorrow, never to 
be repenced of. 

Upon this the ſoul is brought into a diflike 
of ſin, yea, to an abhorring, hating, and de- 
reſting of (in, yea, it hates the very thoaghts 
of it, not onely in others, but much more in 
it (c|f, its now more ugly then a Toade,more 
bicter then Gall and Wormwood ; now 
the ſoul knows the fruits of fin, how « leads 
unto deltruflion ; now ir can ſay of it, as 
$a/omoen laid of the Harlot, Her end « bitter 
as Wormwoed, ſharp 44 4 two- edged ſword, her 
feet go down to death, and her ſteps take bold 
on bell : thus the ſoul by the power of grace 
being made acquainted with the loathſom- 
nes and birrernes of (in, begins to be 
weaned from its breft, and forſakes its em- 
braces ; let God or man ſay what can be ſaid 
of fin, in reſpeR of the vilencels of ir, the 
foul can give «s free aſſent and conſent unto 
it, yea, its ſo hatchul co the ſoul, that it hates 
the very name of any thing chat doth bur 
tend to fin, yea, it hates it in its moſt glori- 
ous robes of pleatures, profes, honors, cre- 
dits, or what ever the world can aftard, it 
will (hake them oft, 2s Pow! did the Yiper 
from his hand ; it knows (in to be viperacs, 
infehve, and ſhoging, it IBaks upon it as 
185 bane, tx pay lon, its undoing, yea, _ 

on 
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ſouls apprehenſion irs worſe then hell, 
then the devil, or all, or any thing that can 
be thought upon. 

The next thing is Self-denial, thats a ſoul 
thar hath no Self, no will when any thing 
comesin competition with God, with Chriſt, 
it owns its being from God, it renouncerh 
any ſclf-exiſtency, irs naked rill cloathed 
from above, ns barren, till made fruicful by 
Chriſt ; ir ſtands in necd of all things cill 

plied by that Fountain, that opencth his 
hand, and hilerh all chings with his bleſſing ; 
this Grace fabjeRerh the ſoul, and makes it 
tie down at Chriſts feer, its alwayes lying 
under the droppings of Grace, that « mighe 
recewe replenifhings from the Spirit , this 
cauſert the ſoul to look our of ict felf, and 
to be carried oot with an expeRarion, hun- 
gering and thirſting after Chriſt and his 
righteoufneſs; this makes the foul tode- 
creaſe chat Chriſt may increaſe, i debaſerh 
it (elf that it might advance Chriſt, irs wil- 
kng to part with all. chat Chriſt may be all 
in all ; ic doth not onely make the foul te ſee 
emprine(s in it ſelf, bur co ſte emprinels in 
every thing beſides - In a word, Its a ſoul- 
denying, and a Chriſt-advancing Grace, in 
whatever it doth, it will nor the ſoul 
co aim at any wag which may rend to 

ſiniſter 


> _ _—_— - OO — 


ſiniſter ends, it doth willingly caſt off caſe, 

rofit, pleaſure, honor, or what ever can 
be thought on before God and Chrilt (hall 
loſe their glory ; this Grace _ the ſoul 
into a right cemper; where this Grace hath 
its true working, the bias of the ſoul runs 
from the world, and runs heavenward,God- 
ward, and Chnit-ward. 

Self-denial,as its Faiths concomitanr, {© ic 
worketh with Faith in purifying the heart,in 
mortifying of in, and in "Cllowing of 


Chriſt, For be that will follow me( ſaith Chrilt) — 
muſt firſt deny himſelf, not regarding pro- 250: 


fies, pleaſures, affitions, or what ever clic 
lies in the way to life and glory, For be that 
loveth any thing, whether it be father, or mo- 
ther, more then Chriſt,us not Worthy of Chriſt; 
and be that vill finde his life ſhall loſe it, but be 
that loſeth his life for Chriſts ſake, ſhal finde it. 

Fourthly, Love, ics Gods will tro man, and 
it is a grace (hed abroad into the hearts of 
the Saints by the holy Gholt in man, its a 
certain paſſion flowing from the Aﬀe@ons, 
which are the fouls wheels to carry it to its 
ObjcR,be ic Tither God or man ; It may be 
[tiled a charaterizi race whereby men 
may know God, for God is love, whereby 


men may know Saints from Reprobates, ; 
the chi of God from he children of 3.14. © ; 
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the devil ; irs a fipn that you' are departed 
ft6rh drath to liſt, becauſe you love the bre- 
thren 3; he that loves not his brother is not 
born of God, neither doth he know him ; 
t6 her much i forgiven becauſe ſhe loved 
much, Love is of fuch an excellence nature 
rhat it tranſcends che rongurs of men, and 
Angels, it excells — of prophetic, all 
myſteries, all knowledg, nay all faith, it is 
of an enduring nfitvite (as Paul faith ) in che 
1 (or. 14, 8. Charity ntwer faileth , it out- 
lives faith and hope, for they ſhall ceaſe, 
but love ſhall be perfeted and efidure for 
ever, 

Secondly, how comes godlinefs into the 
ſou! > and what ate the ſteps thereof ? 

Thar as godlinels is rhe fruit of grace, afid 
grace the caufe of gvdlinefs, as I have (hewed 
before,lo zre they made perfeRt in the ſoul 
at ohe and the fame inftane of cine, that 15 
perfeR in parrs, not in _—_— for there 
ate degrees of grace as well as glory, one 


Chriſhan more eminent if gract then anv- 
ther, yet the lealt ſpark is as true as the 
greateſt fame; the while man is at one and 
the fame time chanped and become hew, all 
the faculties of the foul, all che members of 
the body ate at onte trangormed and re- 
newtd; the anderſtanditig chats —— ” 
£ 
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the Judgtment reAified, the will cutned to 
that Which is good, the affeRions run after 
the right 6bjet , <onverſion is not 1n part 
but in whole ; the feet ratmot be wa 
alone, bur the hands and other members 
mult be alſo cleanſed, for fo ſaid Chriſt unto 
Simon Peter one of his Diſciples, when he 
ſaid unto hich, Lord baſh wor ontly ney feet, 
but alſo why bands and ty head : } eſns anſwer» 
ing [ard whto bin, be that 1s 6 afbed needeth not 
fave to waſh bu feet, but clean every Whit, 
&c, intimating that he that is waſht by che 
blovd of Jeſus Chriſt is nor onely cleanfed 
from one (in but from all, not onely perih- 
ed m one member of his body bur in all, he 
is ſanftifed throughout both in ſoul and 
body ; but though this grace of ſanRtifica- 
rion or godlimeſs be rhas thorowly operative 
in it ſelf ; yer oft times its nor fo ro the fouls 
appichenſion : thats in Gods ordinary way 
of Working : now to open unto you ink 
word how to mans apprebenfrion this 
great work of converſion, grace and godli- 
neſs,1s wroaghrt. 

Firſt, God by the preaching of his word 
rogether with the w-rking of his ſpirit 
gives 2 touch to the conſcience of an cleRt 
veſſel, which the Seripture cals a prick in the 
bearr,thats in the munſtery of m—— - 


tt 
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thoſe in the A7s were pricked in their 
hearts, ſaying, Aer and brethren, What ſhall 


. we do to be ſaved God doth here diſcover a 


mans condition to himſelf, whereby he 
comes to fee himdelt. 

Firſt, To be a wotul, miſcrable and finful 
Creature. 

Secondly , that there is an cxaRt fatis- 
faction to be given to Divine Jultice , for 
thoſe (ins that he ſtands guilty of before 
God. 

Thirdly, that there is nothing in him that 
can poſhbly give -latisfaion , or make up 
that breach which be hath made by tus fin - 
there 1s no poſſibility in Angels or men, in 
Heaven or carth, that can take of the guile 
of one (in. 

And yet that divine juſtice muſt be ſatish- 
ed or hc 152 loſt man, he isvndone for ever, 
yea he {tands at the very brink of hell ready 
to be iwallowed up every moment ; now 
theſc and the like reaſonings and arguings of 
the foul, I may call the ſpirit of bondage 


undcr which che foul finks, and fees no way 
ot hope of recovery : but now Chriſt inter- 
venes and darts the raies of hisglory into 
fuch a loſt ſoul, reſolves its doubtings,calmes 


its frettings and diſputings, and and 
anche his abode in har fad, and tokevie by 
the 
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' the hand,and faith, Is there no deliverer for 
thee 2 Iwill deliver thee , 1 have ſatisfied 
dreine juſtice, 1 am thy ſarcty and the propi- 
ciation for thy tn. | 

Ar this the ſoul begins to Narrle, irs re- 
covered from 1ts lerhargy , now ir arifcrh 
from deathto life, and Gaigh, Whar voice is 
that I here > Whart,mercy for me? A Chriſt 
for me? - for fuck a finfoll wretch as Tam ? 
O how ſweet is this voice ? how- welcome 
is this Goſpel? How excellent is this Chriſt? 
O che lweereſt of rep thouſand 1 pow the 
ſoul is humbled to purpoſe, its fic to receive 
any impreſſion, to. do, to ſuffet any thing 
that Chnlt cals for ; now The foul flies ro 
Cheſt as to a rock , hangs about him like a 
burre, cloſerh witch him in what ever Chriſt 
commands, Chriſty yoice is a ſoul-humbling, 
and a ſou melting youce, more cxcellenr 
then the law. 

But. fome may. fay , that furely nuny 
have-believed that never catne in fuch a le- 
gal way to Chaiſt, a3 HLatrbew, Lydia and 
others, . 

I anſwer, that though it be not recorded 
of zbe grief and ſpicic of bondage rhar theſe 
ent. yet its-cot fafe ro conclude 
they did not come ©6 Chriſt char way, ſeeing 
others came chag way,as the Jews at Peter: 

k Ser - 
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Sermidh; Yhe, Jai lor, he Wothad thit 1 
& Chri p; feer wither LOWS it Aa 
thets; 4s David, Pite('h C F- i -- 


to the Kemasr, where rye fee SL Je 
have tot ? Ly all Javit's 

fs fear; wh ei "es 
Rl ee 6 Ps ore My 1 


in their agg 't6 cgnver 

And Fed op Coles th a 
Dirt, yea thoſe thu hn tbbra 
burden tb thewn , an luch as it Wealth 
heavy week and p Al dbivy tA ib 
9wn appichcoſions Þy 're4fon. of their is 
that hy At ng! of; The wholt veedltth 
not kP fr, he Olnck &r wt et (fiich 
Chiilt) ch 35 are Au the hearr, of he, 
2s arc ſcnlible of the pain and Wbrrdr of 
fic. 

I am fomcwhat thelarger i in tHis poior 
becauſe there is 3 generation of men it tee 
days,that deny the aſe bf the moral law, 
be any,meags of driving the ſoul es CRY ; 
yea or fo tnuch as the Me Gf itrin inyTenſe wo 
the Saincs that are brought ro Cheſt; Ir 
theſe remember, that the 'A Neth Jr 
Law is a SHhooolhMetto b 
not oncly the Law Ceterhonial "toe 
alſo, See Koms. 3 

Where he SY Ds "We Wiaths — 4 

Law ? 
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fuppoſtinone dares fay, bur fie ſpeaks there 
of the moral Law ; znd-aguio the Law is 
Juſt,holy, xnd pood : whar then, is there no 
ufe to be made of rhat which is julik, holy and 
good , 'by belervers under the Golpet? 
jurely yes : and chen Chrilt himfclf jultifes 
& mamtyins the Law moral tm'that of Afar- 
thew, Think not that 1 ans tome to deſtroy the 
Law,no.,n0, law come to falfit is. Therefore 
Who/orver ſhall breath one of 9 leaft of theſe 
communitdhmtnts and trach men to do ſo, ſhall be 
called the leaſt im the K ing dom of heaven. 

The Law firit breaks and Wills as with the 
ſight of fin before Quit cures ts and binds 
us uU 

The Holy Ghoſt worketh and makerh 
faith effectuxll by theſe three as. 

It puts power and authority in the Law, 
where by it mytes a man poor in ſpirit; New 
Mirſed are yoor in ſpirit ; Whats the reaſon ? 
Ont makesrhe foul in a fir temper” ro receive 
Jefus Chriſt in the Goſpel preached, for the 
ſpirit oF bondage doth make the law effecu. 
al, A the ſpirit of adoption makerth che 
Goſpel. 

ſecond work in the ſoul, is to receive 

Chnſt being revealed in the Goſpel, O 
here by ſhewes the unſearchable of 
K 2 Gods 
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Gods love in Chiiſt ro poor creatures, yea 
here he ſhews what i the hope of big 
calling aad the glorious inheritance of the 
Saints, and what is the exceeding greatne fs 
of his power to them that believe, certainly 
the Saints of God aced the Spirit of God 
to ſhew theſe glorious yr 

Thirdly, The Spirit teſtifies with the Spi- 
rits of the Saints. Firlt; that theſe arc truc. 
Secondly , that they belong to them. © 
when the Spiric of Chriſt hal lay Theſc 
thiags are thine, Chriſt is thine , God is thy 
father, that thou art now an heir and joynt- 
heir with Chriſt, and haſt right to life and 
pory by. vertue of free grace ; then is the 

oul brought into a ſweet and happy condi- 

tion 

But I would not here be miſtaken, 1do 
not lay that the ſpirit of bondage works a- 
like upon and in ih that come £o Chrilt, but 
in ſome more, and in ſome tels, neither dare 
I limit the Huly one of //rael, who is tyed to 
no mcans or Waycs to call home his Saincs 
ro himfclf, But this 1 lay, that firſt, ies Gods 
ordinary way of working in and with his 
Saints. Secondlv,irs a fafe way for the Saints 
to know their eſtates by * it being chag way 
«40 which the Saints have been called howe 
to Cheiſt in general, 


" This 


ſuch 2 power in it, then there are bur few 
in the world that are 2cquanneed with it, for 
god linefs cannot lit lid, but it will break 
torch whereſoever it comerh; there 13 10 fire 
but there will be ſome fmoak, there ©in be 
no movi or ang without life, its 1109- 
poſſible for # godly foul, ro be a livelefs 
ſoul ; but the generality of men are igno- 
rant of it, beeauſe they arc naturally dead ; 
podlineks is 4n herb that grows not 11 every 
mans Garden, a flower not in every mans 
garland, a Crown nos fer upon every mans 
head, a garment not he for every mans 
wearing; No,no,its that which is onely given 
to Saincs that are redeemed from the earch 
by the bloud of the Lamb Chriſt Jeſus; yea, 
its for thoſe that arc called. and choſerr, und 
faichful - O' how few great mew und” rich 
men in this world participate of theſe high 
priviledges, ' or arc made poſſefiors of theſe 
riches, theſe onely rue riches whicky nexther 
Moth nor Ruit can corrupt, nor theeves 
break chorow and ſteak? How few rometo 
have a taſte, or ro meddle with the Samncs 
joy, which is communicable ro none bur 
chem wy Chriſt * 2yheve i the Wiſe, Where 14 
'be Seribe where us rhe Dip ter of this world ? 
Not many wile wit after the fleſh, not many 
K 3 noble 
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noble, not many mighty ars called; bath wot 
(pod made foolrfh the wildom of thas wor id { 
Chrs/t geves thanks t@ his Faches, T bet hebarh 
hid theſoebimge from the Wi/e and prodemt of 
the warld, and hath them mate babes ; 
and this Chriſt gives as 2 realon; Breauſe it 
was thy good pleaſure; It was Gods good 
plealuce ro pur godhinels into the ſouls of the 
poos and deſpiked ones of this world, and to 
pals by ſo many grent and ovghty ones ; 
Grace is free, and God gives it 16 whom be 
will: O chis peaks very fad tidingsto men of 
the world : what, for 3 man who was made 
ſo excellent, to have his portion bere in this 
his, tw be nor diforenced from the bruic 
bealts bow ek table 1s thes many condition, 
whole happineks is rerminaced in the bife | 
now the damcy conditien 1s far better, they 
heve their btter-(werr, but the wicked have 
their (wee <berxer, oay > Leer and 
ther heaven, king and parn- 

i are 8 this world oncly, but their wo, 


* milery and torment, 4s in that which i= to 
here endure 
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once given to tit Sames, yea, when they 
contend far Chriſt, che wayes of God, and 
foNow the Lof Salvation ſo carneſtly; 
here they may ſee the realon of ie, they have 
7 cerenin power given the ry within chat puts 
them ipod ir, rhar excncs their afieRions, 
avd Kindies « holy 2ea) ma their heart, and 
carriey them on wmah firengrt ro wredtle 
with the fronpelt oppolitions, Afy hears P13 9-3: 
was bot Wit hin nie, While 5 Was mr ſeaig the fre 
burned, faith the Plalmifty' there wap 10+ 
ward m the breaſt of che godly; which 
makes them hvcly and for the futh 
of the Goſpel, they mult a&,-qxi1l rhey call 
they ; the power that isingodiimith pus 
them upon > thotovd of God, that cag- 
ſtrains chem to doit ; what made Dawdirp 
dance before the Ark of che Lord when be 
was defpiled irs the eyes obhus own wafer, bue 
this power of godlincfs > what made: the 
three children 6 eefolace and carciets nn an» 
fwering the King, when be chreacned them, 
_— they wonld tall > a rn 
'Þ the golden | , they 1@- 
jw, Seed ur rents fare Furnace: obſerve 
their anſwer, Say they, F har God Whans ye Dan 3.17, 
ferve # able to deliver is ont of thy band, O 18. 
K ing and by Will delover ns : but if not hnop, 
we are wor cogrefel 1s an{wey thee in this nudt- 
K 4 ter 
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ter, for be it known to thee, © King, Wew ll 
po thy pods, nor Wor ſbyp the 
SY »p:; now did 
northe _— look on thele men as mad 
men, cr at their per ory atls 
ſwer, enddfrrortere be diote tle nn, 4 
yielding to what the King bad — 
certainly they looked on them as men; meer 
men, little dreaming that there was any 0- 
ther power inthem chen was in themſelves, 
bur ſee how they were deccived, for 
men had po the armor of proot that 
the Apoſtle ſpeaks of, they had this power 
otg in their ſouls, that did maintain 
their courage, and foruhe their hearts 3- 
| what could aſlay them, it was not the 
of the King could (hake the loyaley of 
their hearrs co the King of Kings; it was 
not the fire of the Furnace could affrighe 
their thoughts, or any way dimm, vr out- 
burn the glowing raics of che light of the 
Sun of Righteoaſneh withia them; fo 
bow in theſe dayes when carnal men 
ſee « man fo mighty and zealous for 2 
godly Miniſter, or co rake much paios in the 
bearing of the Word Preached, that be wall 
go through thick and thin, wet and dry, 
and ſparc no endeavors that he may enjoy 
or meet with Chalt in an Ordinance, i 
pr 
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ofie cannot tempe him, pleafures draw 
him aſide, and threatnings divert him from 
his courſe, they ſtand and wonder, and arc 
as it were at a loſs ro ſeen man fo —_— 

in ſuch a way ; O now this will give y 

(carnal wrerches) a full account, Ts mon 
hath a power in his ſoul which doth ophold 
him, put him on, and carry him thorow in 
he of all ainſayers ; he can fay, as Paxl 
py I pay jo” things throwgh Chrift that 

firengrhnerth me + Chriſt bears ſway here, 

odiinek is predominant, and the man is 
now led by another power then he broughr 
into the world wich him, the man is carned 
captive by the Spirit of Chriſt, and power 
of Grace, ſo that he is cor now as other men 
arc, who have not this power in them : Caſt 
but your eyes on men of the world, and you 
ſhall fee them given ro ſeveral vices, fins, 
and luſts ; one who is given to company- 
keeping, chat man is never himſelf bur when 
he is in a Tavern or Alchouſe, there's his de» 
0 ler 
1] other buſineſs fink or fwim, ter his wiſe 
oc children pine and languiſh at home with 
thirlt apd hanger; nay, - their rears and 
ſilent moarnings pictce the hearrs of their 
pirey ing nei $ , yer they ſhall never 
his, his care and picry are drowned in 
carowling 
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carowling bowls, and Becchw alone (hall be 
his gad : another addifted voro whoring 
whoſe own wie, though never (0 hone of! 
ver ſo well- pleating, and good conditioned 
can be( as ſhe oughe tg be)the ole ſubjeR 
ha content, bur bis fioful and venercous 

thoughts muſt carry him gn, and prompr 
tum unto aflulcerons aHions, contaminari 
his bady wich lews and lothſom Harlors, 
latifying and quenchuog his ſulphurous Juſt in 
duty paddles, 3nd ohne clearer and plea- 
fancer fircams of his awo, ſportiag himſelf 
in the arms and _ i a pit ruted 
Scrumpet, and «K) and d efiling the 
C_ embraces of a 4+ Boo this man fa- 
crificeth unto Few, and (he is the Goddehs 
ef bys hcart. And her he is pgſſeſt with 
valopcuouſneſs pleaſure, and " never 
oo when he ts Gola in tha ft rea, 

SINGAEY raken chat tempeagion 
af ans, who dath but (hew hig te king: 


of tho wocld, 2nd the glooy of 
and peomuiſcrh rg give him all thoſe thag? 
cowhoptun, and do him feryice : 

prize to him, what more 4 


hetefal Rab bom then 
Spent gory of this 16-3 rhe y 


[#) it-ſhew, fo 
CER 9 be be on 4 


d 


fartisfhed with a momencany pleaſure ; \iet-bus 
ſoul penik in eternal wrach and 
what cares he? the dewil is his gods, a vor 

luptuous life the conlammation and. perte- 

Aon of bus bopes : now let a maral civil man 

calt bur his eye 0n thus company» keeper, and 

he admires ac his courſe, aps looks upors him 

ander the notion of 4a- mad man ; take s 

chate man, thas beholds the way. that aa uae” 

clean perſon walk in,and be Nands amazed at 

him, preferring the bruuath bealt before luck 

a man, thinking furely the devil s in him, 
and he doth not take tus mark much amiſs, as 

you (ball beas by and by : -Aad fo tor the 

SWearer, or any ather that 13 given unto, of 

lead away wich any Notorious VICE, MEN Caf» 

trary minded wonder what it is that fers 
this man or that man to tollow fuck and 
ſuch couckes. 

Now | (hall ell you, that as the power of 
godlincls in the Saints carnes. then an at- 
rer the waycs of God, Chrijt, and che Gaipel 
ſo the pawer ob he devil, an, 8ad carrup» 
tzon, carnieth- wicked men gn. in the ſeveral 
wayCcs of all manners ot lewdnels which the 
devil can faggot uaco them z onc he rempis 
unto 0ne manner of (in,  3ngher £0 af” 
other, a third to a third kiade of prophane- 
neſs, for San, who is the Prigce of a 
wor 
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Ephe.2.- Hr14, by his ſpirit rules in the children of 


diſobedience, they are his Vaſſak and Shaveyy 


and-nnuſt do his pleafure upon force ; there. 


fore 4 man my” fafely 'conclade. when he 
ſeeth 2 man'is given up to fuch abominari- 
ons, cerrainly rhe devil is in that man, he 
carries hum on to the conſuming of all, or 
molt part of his precious time in company- 
keeping. hrunting of Taverns and Alchouſes 
continually ; and fo for + Whoremonger, 
who i like a Dog that follows every Bitch, 
be is phanged into the fink of luſt, and hn eye 
follows the driRates' of his Concopiſcence ; 
and fo for other vices that ſeveral men arc 
addifted ro + Alas, poor crexures, for a 
while may the _ upon the pleaſant 
Paſtures, and feed upon the Mountains of 
ſore, untill they be fatred, as. he On for 

the llavghter, and the Sheep to the Sham- 
bles: O ſenſeleſs, beſtial creatures, whoſe 
eine comes upon chem unawares, and whoſe 
dcftraRtion is inevitable ! O that- theſe filly 
witithes did bot take notice of, or know 
rr Any ſtry of Saran, or could bur 
le rwinings of this Spiders 

Pebich! isfo (lily wr for the merap- 
pee, poor foals : O this Soub-carching 


er, who 15alwayes the pretious 
of poor ſouls, and yer _—_— 
| 


- 
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they remain infſenſible--/- this vigihne Fox 
waiteth for oppartugities , _ luddenly 
takes his advantages from mcns (cveral in- 
chaations ; if a man be given to company - 
keeping ,. then will, he be fure tocalt in 
one opportunity - or another , inco. bg 
hand, whereby his | deſign; (hall. gake, and 
the man be brought to enjoy ment of his de- 
fires, he will be.fure-co fir him with compa- 
nzons and ſuitable anvitations, be will per- 
ſwade him it (hall be for his profic to go to 
the Tavern or Alchouſe, it will be for the 
advancement of his anployment in. his Cal- 
ling, and for the ingratiating of him into che 
acquaintance of ſuch and ſuch men that may 
bereafcer make him, or at leaſt better him in 
his cſtate : And thus Saran having infinuaced 
himſelf into the rhoughts of the poor man, 
and having gotten him into company, O 
bow ſweet and delightful will he 44 4 his 
company to be unto him! ſatiating his Genie 
with the beautiful and. ſparkling Jooks of the 
wine, cauling him to drink fo long vnvill be 
de inflamed, and aacill bc hath brought him 
under the wo of Solomons Wine-bibders, 
then he knows. be hath made him fix to at- 
tempe and commit any fin, then no fin can 
come amiſs unto him, be.iz what it will be ; 
and fo if a mag be. propenlc, and inclined to 
unclcanncls, the devil will 6 mas 
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he will fie his remper, be hath varieries of 
farrwtaRtions for Tuck ſoul, no iry 
f1HAl- be wanring Tor the feeding of his faſt ; 
the devil will ether bringthim unto the wan - 
ronsbofom, or bringher ro his ; one or 
othicr ſhall be T6 wr onþhe(thar his Iuſt (hall be 
fed ro the height, ' wird tis unbridied affefti- 
ons'fativfied ; O-the- inievedible workings of 
Satoh , "the undifcerned plors of this machra- 
vilien * the lechers defires Thall be xerom. 
pliſhed even agmnft and beyond his own cx- 
pcAnion, the wanrdn woman ſhall be em. 
braretl before thouphr of ; Jo rhe Hſrivious 
man (all be 'bronghr wnto the” emjoy- 
meriryoFa0 aHoring Eamſefat mawareyfirh 
is the policy, fuckratt rhe'tontriving entica- 
vors of *aran' for the” bringing aboot of his 
own ends; an& the ceptivarcmy of poor fouls, 
and lo is fot any uther fry Gr wickethnels thar 
men arc a&can beqneen"miro, they need 
not to fear the" ratrying” on"of chefr finful 
deſignes, there is « ctrming arrificer whom 
they trete dream of,” will rarey them (on for 
them with 2 witnels Fat ond their ex- 
peAarion, be wile fyretb be ar the begin - 
ing and end of aff,” be will be ut every 
rarn ontill fs work be Firiifhed , even' the 
perdirion of ſuch ſmful foals. 
Barr bere Her us Tales fhiedtl Bhi ee do noe 
bely the &cv1l, atid'Utatge —— 
y 
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"ay rhe Varthen bf the Blaine onely 
his ſhouſFers, for many men are 

kxve done wy wickednth, / 
pdt iro ,, att to hy | with 
charge'; Hiſt [6 och men —_ 


thetn for tim to/work upon; namely lufts, 
thi cor and the Retr of ul mater 
of (ity; oth he breathe tipoh, and Kindle 
inro 2 flaine ; hepreſencly takts an advan 
rage,” td Eiteibopeh the magazine of 'the 
or his own _— for if 
he could but e a mah ſtanding on [a 
to prevent his 4fMuilments , he big for- 
bear, condading wich himſelf , here 490 
=o to be done ſo long 25 fur firſt 
vod upon their witth; the devil could 
take no ad vatirage, bar no ſooner did hey 
Night "their pnaxd , and hearken unto Sa- 
ans parly, Gur they embraced kiyrem _ 
tion and were overcome, und he ſaddainly 
ot his will of 'them ; fo mighe we fay of 
Lroparrag by Preer, nd ies titers, fÞ 


ty RA pon their watch, diy 
ir corrdatite then be SAR 
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he plaid his pert,then be fulfilled bis will; ke 
the devil have no advantage from 

then the man is feeure, domeltick 
inbred enemies are the worſt, tr 

firſt wrought within, and then wofull wi be 
that ſpoile ; when the rich Jewel within is 
ſurpriſed and taken,what availerh the cabi- 
net ?, let the inward guard be rongly forti- 
hed, aod then ler the divel do his worlt. 

3- ,.. Thirdly, Is ic fo that ſs comes in- 
to the ſoul with fuch and power / 
Then, this may. teach us that godlnck is no 
idle merchant, its no __ on, 
K+ always operative working in 
of men, yea it hath a great deal of Xt to 
dq in alictle time, for mans time here you 
know js very (hort, and that is the reaſon 

the 6.x bara work while it is 

y, the night comes, Ochetino man can 

awark,. therefore let us wock out our falra- 

440 with fearand trembling ; che working 


ſovl is che truly godly ſoul, life and ation 
CO Er oe eodhonk. wick 
out. which che foul is xd £06 be dead, ; © 
Chriſtians,as you bave che, greacelt help of 
Tay menace ack, age have.the great- - 
alt _work co doy Firſt, You maſt hve afrer 
i ors ith i 
Rom. 8, 17S 4 MARLCT 
13, 14. \myenc 20 pr har, , far.a man co 
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ritualize all his ations, yea by this power 
of godlineſs a man ought ro make a ſpiritual 
uſe of all his choughts, words and ations, 
\ca of all his objects, diſcourſes, readings, 
and meditations whatſoever, as m——_ 
pure all things ſhould be pure, fo to the ſpiri- 
rual man all things ſhould be ſpiritual; if a 
man read the book of the creatures, and bey 
hold all choſe varicries in nature, certainly if 
he would make a right uſe of them, he muſt 
ſee God through them, and admire God in 
them, as for a man to reaſon with himlſclf, 
If the creature be fo excellent, O how cx- 
cellent is the Creator | if the creature be fo 
ſweer, O how good, how fweet is that 
God that gave it that ſweerneſs ! as the 
creature is very glorious 1n its ſeveral colours 
and obzes, as in flowers, cc. O then how 
much more glorious 15 that God that gave it 
that beauty ! as the ſucceſhon of creature» 
comforts makes them mercies indeed foGods 
various diſpenſations to the ſons of men, 
but eſpecially ro his Saints, O how excel- 
lent are they, O how ſweet and glorious are 
they that come into the ſouls of his Saints / 
Now you know if 2 man ſhould alwayecs 
cat and drink ,alwayes lic in bed, alwayes be 
walking up and down, if mans life (hould 
have no viciſticudes, bur be ſpun out in one 
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at; O what a miſery would this 
| it would bring mans dayes to a fuddain 
end ; therefore God gives in ſeveral refreſh- 
ments in the neck of one another, which 
makes them mercies indecd to man ; and 
ſo iris in things ſpiritual, (hould a man al- 
ways be hearing of the word, receiving Sa- 
craments, or be always at prayer or conte- 
rence,z man would quickly taint under theſe 
trequent performances, come te nothing ; 
the great God knows, that the Saints have 
bodies aſwell as fouls, therefore you fee he 
is picaſed ro give (ix dayes co provide for 
them, and only one,namely the fit day of 
the week, to ſerve & worſhip hum publikely, 
and yet not fo tied up,but that we may even 
then take creature- comforts for our refreth- 
ment : fo that you fee when we are to draw 
neer to God on his day, he is pleated even 
then to give that liberty to his Saints, as 
that they may call it a delight , for he gives 
us our delights in drawing ncer to himfclt 
in publike worſhip,in famely duries, in cloſer 
medications and cxaculations, and in the utc 
of all crearure enjoyments with moderation, 
fo far as they may fit us for our publike and 
private dunes. 
_—_— &s we muſt live afrer the fpirir, 
ſo we be in a continual wartage with 
the 
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the fieſh - the ſpirit ſirverh againſt che fleſh, 
and the fleſh againſt the ſpirit , and theſe 
two arc contrary one to the other, there 
will be continual conthts and engagements 
one againſt the other , there is « deadly 
feud berween the ficſh and the ſpirit, and 
not onely for a moment , for x day, or for x 
yeer, but for the whole rexm of nacural life, 
Now its no caſe imploymene for 2 man 
day and night ro at the part of a fouldier 
without any intermiſſion of relief , for us 
firſt, he ought ro be well armed ; fo ſecond- 
ly , he ought tro have *kill ro uſe weap- 
ons, otherwiſe his enemie will circumvent 
him, and foil him at his own weapons, and 
ſo pur his life in hazard ; now this is the 
condirion of all them who have received the 
power of godlinefs into their fouls, =! 
are molt obnoxious to the enemy, ofte 
aſlailed, invaded and befieged with the moſt 
ingenious and crafty ſubrijeies and infinuac- 
ons of Satan; none fo encountered, none (o 
narrowly watched , no failings fo foon drf- 
cerned, no weakneſs with fo in 2dvane 
tage taken bold of : them therefore and 
them in an eſpecially maner it behooveth 
ſtriftly ro Nand upon their watch, and to 
maintain their guard, and ſtill to be armed 
with theſe excellent weapons, the _ 
L 2 Gho 
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Ghoſt hath given unco the Sainrs to fight 


$3,144.55, with, againſt prinopalines and powers, 20d 


ſpiricual wickednels in high places, namely 
the whole armor of God, which he cxhorrs 
u$sro take and put on, leaſt we be raxen un* 
provided, and the enemy prevaile againſt 
us : yet this enemy is not onely fleſh, but 
flcſh and fpiric, world and devil, which by 
us muſt be oppoſed ; wherefore ſeeing a 
Saints I'te is no idle hife, be informed and 
exhorred not only to know, but to do your 
duries,to ſtand falt, and keep your watches 
and hve as wiſc and valiant fouldiers, always 
hehcing rhe good fight of faich, untill you 
have fnulhed your courſe, and received the 
Crown of Glory , which Jctus Chriſt che 
Captain of your Salvation will give unto 
you in that day,when you (hall be crowned 
with victory, and have Palos in your hands 
in coken thereot. 

Is it ſo that where godlineſs comes into 
the ſouls of men, it comes with power : Then 
this may inform us that godlineſs is Gods 
free gifr, and his gifts are powerful and 0+ 
perative; its not from men,its from Hgaven 
i comes, and it overcomes ; rhe gift parti 
cipactes of the | a an Almighty giver and 2 
potent gift ; Grace.is the pitt of God (faith 


che Holy Ghoſt ) chereby intimating and 
declaring 
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declaring the excellency and powerfulnef® 
of the gift © irs free grace poured our into 
thoſe ſouls who were ordained for veſſels of 
mercy from all eternity, its Chriſt that firſt 
makes his Saints remples, and then he wil 
dwell in them, and needs mult char building 
be pure, holy and ſtrong , whoſe builder, 
maker and inhabiter is God ; its an infmnite 
God manifeſting himſclf,co and tn a nothing 
creature, its mighty power working freely 
n an cmpty veſlel, its the old of days nourt- 
ſhing a new creature; its an increated power 
{trengrhing the feeble loins of a created Be- 
ng, its fulneſs comprehending emprineſs : 
in a word its the Almighty Creator, over- 
ſhadowing and over-powering the poor 
creature , without the inflgence of whoſe 
grace and mercy it wovld inſtantly penſh 
and be reduced to nothing. O you Sainrs of 
the molt high, the majeſty of Heaven, God, 
Chriſt and che ſpirir of his grace, are all your 
friends, the Father he hath loved you from 
everlaſting, and made choice of you to be 
of is Family, in infinite love and mercy,and 
becaule he loved you, he fent his dear Son 
into this world to dic for you, yes and to 
riſe altzin that you ſhould not riſh; and 
Ch came freely our of the boſom of hus 
Father, thag be might ” IN his love un- 
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ro you 10 laying down his pretious life, and 
(ſhedding his prerious blood for your fakes ; 
then the Spirit of God is ſent unto you, that 
he might lead you inco all trurh,and give you 
an inheritance among them that are land 
ed by faith in Chnit. O therefore, poor 
creatures, know that you have nothing bur 
what you have received, of his fulgeſs have 
ye received, and grace for grace ; O then ſec 
that your glory and happinels hies not in 
doing, but in receiving : in the Law men did 
bear their own charges, as we may ſay, but 
now in the Goſpel Chrift bears the Sainrs 
charges to Heaven at his own proper colt ; 
our condition of our ſelves is worſe then the 
meancſt beggars condition in the world, for 
he can put forth his hand to receive an 
almes ; bur when God offers a man grace, 
let him offer it never fo freely,never fo long, 
# he give him not withall a power, and an 
hand to receive ir, he will go withour it for 
ever, and this hand chat doth extend 
and give out unto the foul , ro receive, and 
take hold of his gracious offers,is lively faith, 
whereby Chriſt, the promiſes and the Goſ- 
_ made over and enjoyed by that ſoul ; 

cmpey in himſelf is man, that he is not 
able ro think a good thought, or to ſpeak a 


good word, muchlcs ro perform Ms 


—— ———_ — 


A Pill to purge Farmality. 

ation. O then what cauſe hath poor man 
to admire free grace, and to look into and 
conſider his one nothingneſs, and to make 
his addreſſes unto the fulneſs, and allſuffici- 
ency that is Chriſt Jeſus ! then (hould a man 
behold Chriſt in the riches of his grace, love, 
bounty, and render mercy ; then would the 
ſoul be raviſhed with the glory of his pre - 
ſence, and be taken with that ſweetneſs 
which is ſo incomparably excellent, and de- 
lighttul ; there may he lye down and con- 
ſolate his foul on 2 bed of Roſes, and re- 
freſh his fainting ſpiric , with ſpices and rich 
perfumes. O then by one glimpſe of Chr 

glory, would a foul be made to fee it felf as 
Tis 40 it ſelf altogether ugly, defiled, and 
loathlome,then (hall it ſee it ſelf io its blood 
and foul deformity , to the loathing of its 
ſpiric, even as a man that comes into a dark 
room with a candle in his hand, fees things a- 
miſs and out of order, which were not dil. 
covered when they lay in the dark, fo is ir 
with the ſoul when Chriſt ſhines into ir,then 
oncly are the thick miſts of darkness diſpell- 
ed, and the noyſome corners of the ſoul pu- 
rihed and made clean; he is the bright 
morning Star, he is the Sun of righteouſnets, 
he is given for a light ro the Gentiles, that 
though they were in the very ſhadow of 
L 4 death, 
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death, yer when he came among them, they 
preſently ſaw a great light, whereſoever 
Chriſt comes he brings a light with him, yea 
glory, wiſdom, and all excellencies attend 
him, tor its he that is made to his Saints, 
Wiſdom, righteouſneſs, ſanitification and re- 
demption, he that is the tree of hite+ in the 
midſt of the paradiſe of God, whoſe very 
leaves are for the healing of the Nations;and 
therefore its our duties to apply our ſelves 
onely to Chriſt, reſting on him, and not on 
any created power or excellency whatſoever; 
for man the chiet of all the creation of God 
( Angels excepted) in his moſt ſerled cſtare 
1s alrogether vaniry : give him all the advan- 
rages you can, as he is man, truly he is miſer- 
able to purpole ; and therefore irs cleer that 
there is nothing in man, nor any other crea- 
ture under heaven,that can help man to the 
leaſt dram of the power of godlineſs: its true 
That the Wages of fin, that 1 death, but the 
gift of God us eternal life through Jeſs Chriſt 
onr Lov. 
Fifthly, This may inform us that mens Ig- 
norance , of the power and excellency of 
odlineſs, is the very reaſon why its fo ill re- 
ſhed and flighted amongſt men, and why 
it is lookgd upon with fuch an evil aſpeR, 


and held in fo (mall an cſte<m in the world ; 
di 
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did but men know the worrh of it, then th: | 
profeſſors and praftiſers of it would be 

more accounted of : had the woman of $s- | 
mais known who it was that asked her | | 
water,ſhe would never have made a denyall, | 

or bad ſhe but knoWn Chriſt the gift of God, ſhe Jokne. gs, | 

would have arked of him, and be could have 10. 

rives to her water of life ; every creature 1s 
for its clement, ſtoncs cannot have their ha- 
biration in the aire, no more then Stars dwel 
upon the carth ; fiſhes cannot live in flames, 
nor molcs in cloads; irsbeyond the ſphere 
of the men of this wortd to be converſant | 
in the aftairs of the world to come, they can | 
look no further then after the things of this 
world : their knowledgment is bounded | 
here ; they are aliens and ſtrangers to any 


thing beyond their own center , they arc of 
theearth, and ſocarthly- minded, their know- | 
ledge, ſtudy, and endeavars tend carcthward, | 
ther's their complacency and delight ; the | 


natural man diſcerneth not the things char 
are of the ſpirit of God,and what is the rea- 
ſon ? its becauſe they are ſpiritually diſcer- | 
ned : his light, his knowledg, his diſcerning | 
is all carnal, tell him of the workings of the 
Spirit of God, of converſion from an cſtate 
of nature to an eſtate of grace, of meeting 
with God in a duty, of having communion 
with 
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with Chriſt, of the Saints union with him 
their head, of reſting on God, where real- 
on and means faile, oc. theſe are ſtrange 
things ro him, they are mcer riddles to him: 
bat now ſpeak co a Merchant or Shop- 
keeper,of buying, ſelling, or trading, cicher 
here or beyond the Seas; or to s country 
Farmer,ot Corn, Cattle, Flowing, Sowing, 
or any thing in matter of Husbandry; herein 
now they arc expert, here they know what 
you mean, now you deal with them in their 
ownelement ; herein they are onely wile, 
cunning, and wkiltul Merchances, maſters of 
their ſcience, ,, none (hall over-reach them, 
they will not overice or let ſhp the advance- 
ment of a bargam , tor want of cxpenence, 
here and onely here they are their own 
crafts-maſters; fo that the truth ischeſe mer. 
come into this world and fo go out : they 
make not their returns to Heaven {0 good 
and benehc1ial, as their. recurns from Sea to 
Land; indecd che whole ſcope and tendency 
of their life is circumicnbed within the carth 
and the confines thereot;rhey never knew of 
any other end for which they came into the 
world ; nor never will look after or expeR 
any further knowledg or Intereſt, but in and 
this preſent being, and fo remain fc- 

curely wile, uatill chey A —— x 
cc 
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ſee their own miſery, and their negleRt 
and wane of true knowledg : O that 
men would fear the Lord and confider 
the operation of his hands, efpecally the 
dealing of God with his Saints, in and 
through Jeſus Chait ; if ro know God and 
Jefus Chnit whom he hath fence into the 
world, be hte crernal, O then, not to know 
God nor Jefus Chrift whom be hath fent 
into the world, i erernal death ; men think 
that Ignorance (hall Advocate and ſpeak for 
them another day , that want of Knowledg 
(hall be the mcans of their abſolution;O yain 
thoughts 1 O infufhcient plea ? nay, rather, 
ſufhcaent to deſtroy their own fouls ; their 
main matter of excuſe will be che fole matter 
of acculng them before Almghty God ; 
what they build apon for exrenaation of 
their gaike, will prove the greatcit 2gprava- 
ton, For, T his ur the coutenmation, that lirke 
I Cone moto the World, and men love dark meſh 
rather then light ; chough the Papits ſtile 
Ignorance the Mother of Devotion, I am 
fuce it is the mother of Perdinon ; its the 
devils Vrzor, its his mafficr with which he 
hood-winks the men of this world, its his 
Livery the which he grves unto his own fub- 
jets co hold chem in , and keep 
them in bladack unto ; Do bur 
read, 
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read, and well weigh that Scriprure, chat 
fuith C bri/t will come in fLamino tire render+ 
ny Vengeance on them that now 1m "ot, and 
wpon them that ebey mot the Codel of fe Wi 
Crilt, Who Ball be prwni fed with everiaftinr 
deſtra(tion from the preſence of the Lord, and 
the very of bis power : Its 1n vain for men 
2nd women to lx , [ 2m not Book- learned. 
I believe as well as 1 can, 1 will do whar I 
can £6 go to heaven, and God, | hope, will 
do the reſt - © this ſhews their 1gnorance, 
and ſpeaks down- right damnation ' O know 
you poor wretches, that Chrilt alwayes 
grves wiſdome and knowhedg to all men and 
women which arc called mto tcllowthip 
with himiclf, which (hall live in hfe and 
glory with hum : there is no room 1a heaven 
tor ignorant fouls, for they that come there 
muſt be conformable ro Chrilt, and to his 
Will, who is unto all lus, Wildom and 
Rightcouineſs, &&e. As Chriſt never tends 
Fools on hi Erraad, fo he never takes Fools 
for bis Companions ; Wiſdom rcachcrh all 
her fons ro know God and Chrift, and then 
by the power of free Grace, they come to 
have fellowſhip with God, and with Jclus 
Chiilt ; Willa Prince make a Fool bis com- 
pamon ? ſurcly no, Mad men and Fools arc 
no campanions for Princes ; Achiſb the King 
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of Gath, could lay of David when he feigned 


hmiclf mad, of like z fool ; what, have I x Sam x3. 
wred of mad men that you brine thir feflos into 13, 


my preſence ? hall be come inte my henſe? © 
then, how think you will Chriit indure chat 
gnorant perfons (hall have communion 
with him ? for they are no berrer then toois 
or mad men, for madnets and folly arc con» 
comants, they dwell cogerher mn ignorant 
ſouls ; theretore know, that untill God rake 
away the cates of ignorance from the cycs 
of men, they (hall never ce, nor be un Love 
with the power of godhnets ; you know, if 4 
man ſhould calt che finctt -old, and the mait 
pretious ſtones 1n the world before Swine, 
and at the ſame time calt fome dung, or ſink» 
ing carr100, the Swine would pals regardiehs 
of the evid and pretious ſtones 2nd would 
ſceno worth in them bur woreldrun unto. and 
ſ(e1ze upon the norfome carrion, 25s molt de- 
hg hiful & confentancous to their nature,nor 
do they fee any excellency in the one,but they 
know what to do with the other ; the carry- 
on 15 their food and dehghr, the gold their 
wonder and difregard, they know not what 
to do with that, their ſenſuality cannor fancy 
it : Even luch is the condition of all the men 
of the world, for they are but iwine ; the 
dung and filth of the carth is their creakury, 
va 
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on it they dote and pore, and feed, that is 
their Summanm bonwn, there is their conver- 
ſation, their contemplation and ſtudy, their 
eyes are downward, faſt fixt on this Treafury, 
here they gaze, here they imploy their 
knowledg, their skill, and their all difreſpeR- 
ing _ oft,1nd contemning the treaſures 
of life, and plcatures for evermore ; unto the 
attaining whercot they did never once fo 
much as hft up an eve, or breathe forth a de + 
fire, folacing and ſatisfying themſclves in the 
meer knowledg of Nature : ſhew bur theſe 
men heaven, and heavenly things, though ir 
be Chriſt in an Ordinance (fo far as worldly 
men can fee him) they can diſcern or caſte 
no {fweernels or excallency in tum ; There « 
wo form or brauty in him, that We ſhould defire 
him, he ir deſpiſed, reetied of men, be 11 4 man 
of ſorrow:,he brings troubles with him, whuch 
the world i« not able ro bear, and therefore 
they are oftended at him, and his wayes, and 
calt his Laws bcbinde their back, and will 
not that he ſhould raign over them ; though 
to the Saints he 1s the ſweereſt of ten rhou- 
ſand, and his ways arc the ways of pleaſant. 
nels and peace, and his Statutes are their de- 
light,to them Hes yohe is eafir and bis burden 
light ; men of the world look on Chrilt at x 
dittance, and then upon his ourfide too, as 

the 
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the Jews did, Ir not this the Capenters ſon ! 

but the Saints they hug him 1n their bo- 
ſomes, they fee an cxccllency in Chrifts 
poverty, they fee nothing contemprible in 
him, for by tus poverty they are made rich, 

by his low citace they are exalted ; yea, by 

thus very tripes and reproaches arc they 
healed. 

Secondly, Its for Examination; Is it fo, +, , 
[hat where gedlipefs comes inco the foul, it PS 
comes with power? O then conſider with 
thy felt how the calc (tands with thee in re- 
lation to godlinels ; hath it been powerful 
in thy foul or no ? for where it comes, it 
comes and overcomes ; it hndes a man in the 
{hate of Nature, and leaves him in the ſtate 
of Grace, it hindes 2 man natural and leaves 
him ſpiritual, it fhndes him blinde, and 2 
Heathen, bur it leaves him a feeing and a be» 
heving Chriſtian, 

How (hall I know whether the power of Laef. 
»odhnels Cwel in me or no ? 

Firſt, Then we will give you ſome figns fo/w, x. 
the preparations of it : If then thou art con- 
vinced in Judgment and Confaence, that 
there was 2 time in which godlinels was far 
from thee, thou art convinced that thou 
didlt not bring it inco the world with thee, 
it came not to thee from thy Parencs, its nor 
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on it they dote and pore, and feed, that is 
their Summan bonum, there is their conver- 
ſation, their contemplation and ſtudy, their 
eyes are downward ta(t frxe on this Treafury, 
here they gaze, here they imploy their 
knowledg, their skill,and their all, difreſpeR- 
ing _ oft,3nd contemning the treaſures 
of life, and plcatures for evermore ; unto the 
attaining whercot they did never once fo 
much as hft up an eve, or breathe forth a de- 
fice, folacing and ſatisfying themfclves in the 
mcer knowledg of Nature : ſhew bur theſe 
men heaven, and heavenly things, though ir 
be Chriſt in an Ordinance ( fo far as worldly 
men can fre him) they can diſcern or taite 
no ſweernels or excallency in hum ; There « 
no form or braxty in bum, that we fbeuld defore 
him, he i de þ1/ed rejetted of men, be 17 4 man 
of ſorrow:,he brings troubles with him, whuch 
the world i« not able ro bear, and therefore 
they are oftended at him, and his wayes, and 
calt his Laws bchinde their back, and will 
not that he ſhould raign over them ; though 
ro the Saints he 1s the ſweereſt of ten rhou- 
ſand, and his ways are the ways of pleaſant. 
neſs and peace, and his Staruces are their de- 
light,to chem His yohe 5s carr and bis burden 
light ; men of the world look on Chrift at az 
diltance, and then upon his ourfide too, as 

the 
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the Few? did, Ir not this the Capenters ſon ! 
but the Saints they hug him in their bo- 
ſomes, they fee an caccllency in Chriſts 
poverty, they fee nothing contemprible in 
him, for by his poverty they are made rich, 
by his low cltace they are exalted ; yea, by 
tus very (tripes and reproaches are they 
healed. 

Secondly, Its for Examination ; Is it fo, +, . 
[hat where gedlipeſs comes inco the foul, it © 
comes with power? QO then conſider with 
thy felt how the calc (ſtands with thee in re- 
lation to godlinels ; hath i been powerful 
in thy foul or no ? for where it comes, it 
comes and overcomes ; it hndes a man in the 
ſhate of Nature, and leaves tum in the (tate 
of Grace, it hindes 2 man natural and leaves 
him ſpiricual , it hndes him blinde, and 2 
Heathen, bur it leaves him a feeing and a be» 
heving Chriſtian. 

How (hall I know whether the power of Laef. 
podhineſs dwel in me or no ? 

Firſt, Then we will give you ſome figns 4n/5, x. 
the preparations of it : If then thou art con- 
vinced in Judgment and Confoaence, that 
there was 2 time in which godlinels was fac 
from thee, thou art convinced that thou 
didit noc bring it inco the world with thee, 
it came not to thee from thy Parents, its not 


hereditary, 
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children of wrath. 

Secondly, Thou art convinced, That men 
nor Angels were never able to purchaſe ir 
for thee, yea, they were fo far from it, as 
that they could not open the book, no not 
fo much as look thereon, which book wws the 
Book of God, wherein he is pleaſed to make 
tymſelt known to the fons erin 

Thou art convinced,that its not to be got- 
ren by mans own induſtry, neither by parts, 
piles, learning, or what ever man, as meer 
man, 1s able ro attain to, 

That irs the meer gift of God flowing to 
Saints, in the (treams of the blood of the 
Covenant of Grace ; all theſe are but ſigns 
or preparatives, ro know, whether godli- 
neſs be in thee or no, for thou maiſt know 
all this, and yer be far from the pow-r of 
godlincls ; bur if rhou art not clearly con- 
vinced of theie four particulars, let me cell 
thee, thou haſt not ſo much as the lealt part, 
or {tcp fo much as cowards the power of 
godhnels ; Theſe things thus premuled, we 
thall proceed. 

Fiſt chen, If che power of godlineſs dwel 
in thee, thou art changed from an cltare of 
nature to an citate of grace, thou art de- 
hvered from the power of Satan, and 

tranſlaced 
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cranſhced mo the Kingdom of Clif, yea, | bis man 

and thou knoweſt it, and att convinced of it 22 
wirne(s of 

in thine own conſcience, for its not with 4,5 

thee as with a yong Chriſtian rhac is onely in of God in 

the nonage of tvs converſhon:for he that hath kim(df. 

the power of godhnets dwelkog 10 him, is 

one of a hugh Form im chit School! of Chriſt, 

yea his condition 1s ſuch, that he can appeal 

co Chnit and Conſcience, thar this power 

dwells in him , and 15 daily afted by him. 

Where this power dwells, there tin is 2- 

mornhed, fuch 4 man 1s drad ro fn, fin can- 

not ſerze or take hold on him, be hath no 

laſt, no afteGtion to entertarh the leaſt tin + 

its not enough that thou art no drunkard, no 

baſe company- keeper, no profane (wearer, 

bur thou muſt be dead to every fin of what 

nature foever in be, He that 1s born of God can 

wor fin that 15, fo as other men fin, with con- 

ſcnc of che Will, with che lealt allowance of 

any fin, no, though thou mightcſt gain & 

Kingdon to tell a lye, yer thou wouldit not 

do ir, yea, though thou- mighrcſt be made 

the greateſt Prince in the world, if chou 

wouldit bur fwear by thy faich and rtroth, 

yca,thou would(t cremble ar it; and refuſe ir 

clteeming godlineſs ro be the beſt gain j and 

the reaſon 1s, firſt, becauſe che Love of God 

conltrzineth thee fo to do; ſecondly, for 

M thac 
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that the fear and dread of the great God 
of heaven and carth lieth ho! upon thy 
ſpirit ; and for the truth oF this, thou cant 
appcalunto God, who is the ſearcher of the 
hearrs and reins of his people. 

Thirdly, If godlinefs dwell in thee, then 
grace 1s predominant in the courſe of thy 
life, for grace is the very rock and founda- 
tion whercon godlineſs is built : therefore as 
the caule 1s, ſo 15 the efteR, as I have former- 
ly C cclared, even as {in hath by Adam raign- 
ed unto death, ſo grace by by Jeſus Chriſt mighe 
raign to eternal life ; fo that when a tem- 
tation comes, and is offered unto thee, thou 
canlt (ay ,as Jo ephto his —_ How ball I 
do this great wickedneſs and fin againſt God ? 
bow ſhall I ſin againſt that od,” who hath 
been ſo gratious, ſo eender-hearted, and lo- 
ving unto me ? who piricd me, cleanſed me, 

cook me into his boſome, when 1 lay in 
my blood and filthineſs 2 'O how (hall I, 
how dare I, how can I attempt to fin againſt 
the God of all my mercics, and fo wound 
the peace of mine own c conſcience.and cchpſc 
the enjoyment of that ſweet communion 
wwith God, which | prize and value more 
then heaven and earth, yea, then all that can 
be thought upon. 

Fourthly, He that hath godlineſs in him, 
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_ is an holy and ſanQtified man in all maner of 
converſation, in his thoughts, words, and 
ations, he walks up to his profeſſion, his 
head, heart, hands, and feet, yea, all the fa- 
cultics of the ſoul, and members of the bo« 
dy are for God, and for Chriſt:yea he yeild- x, 
eth univerſal obedience to all that God 
commands, as David faith, I have refpett ww- Plal.119; 
ts all thy Commandements ; the man doth 6 
not pick and chuſe, what to obey, and what 
not, he pleads no exemption of any , he 
leaves not ſome and takes others, his eye is 
upon them all, his Wil is for the perfor- 
mance of all, his obedience is not partial but 
total ; all Gods Commandements are his de- 
light and meditation day and night, the 
whole bent of his defires runs after the Laws 
of God. irs ſufficient to him that God com- 
mands it, he is as willing, yea, as ready to 0- 
bey, as God is tro command. 
Its fpeedy, When God commands, he will 3+ 
not delay,though it be to offer up his deareſt G.0 aus, 
Iſaa” as Abraham, when he was commanded 
to offer up his ſon, the Text faich, He did 
riſe very early in the morning, he deferred 
no time ; and when Zachews (aw Chriſt, He Luke 194 
came down haſtily, to recerve hims joyfwilly. 
Its willing and chearful obedience, Za 3, 
chews received Chriſt joyfully ; David-re- 
M 2 joyced 
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Pal. 119 joyced to run the wayes of GodsComman< 

16, demenrs ; yea, and-Chriſt rejoyced ro do the 
WI ofhs Father, for God loves 2 chearful 
doer, If ye be willing and obeticnr, then ye 
ſhall eat the good things of the Land, bur'if 
ye refuſe and be rebelhous, ye (hill be de- 
voured withrhe Sword, for the mouth of 
the Lord hath fpoken it : So you tre irs re= 
quired 20 be avilling tro obey ,, whatever 
God commands. 

4 It muſt be diligent obedience, for as the 
Heb +1 6 band of the diligent maketh rich mm things 
Pl,1r19.4. {Emporal , and is a dury commanded, fo 

much more in things ſpiritual ; the dil:gene 
mquilitive ſoul after God and godline(s, rs a 
thirſting ſoul, it ores up grace and com- 
fort againſt che-rime of need; irs Wee che Ant 
m the Proverb;, that providerh in the Sum+ 
mer agnnlt the Wrarer : The power of x d- 
linefs puts a man upon dihgence im hearing 
the Word,m preyer, mn meditation; rm makes 
a man to make his ofren addreffes unto rhe 
throne of Grace, and watchful afrer every 
opportumty ro manifelt hs love co God, ro 
Chat, and to the Saints, and to be very 
afbive in domg what God commands. 

Thes obedience is continual , its nor to 
obey now, and to difobey anon, to ferve 
God to day, and the devil ro morrow ; no, 

the 
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the truly, gadly man-cannap ſerve God and 
Mammon,, God will nog. be fervedi by fits 
and tarts, he will admitof. no yet gee? 
ons or mixrares, God iz 4, perfect and- 
requizerh perieft obedience, it mult be a 
continued: a&. trom the firit. hour that the 
power. of. god nels entred into the i. 
even unto the expiration of its. lalt hreath, 
it muſtbe che ſouls whole deſire to be con. 
tinually ative for (zod.n the general courſe 
of irs hfe, 

Thar foul in whom Chriſt, or the power 
of gadlinefs dwells, is often. in communian 
with God; yea, and it prizerh it at an higher 
rate then heaven and earth, avd all thing 
that can be thought upon ; there is no plea» 
ſure, , profic, pretermenc, or dignity, whatſo» 
ever, that.can divert him from thus fellow- 
(hip wherein his ſoul fo much delights; nei- 
ther.is there any affichbon,, milery, threats, 
or death it ſelf, that can prevail or force lus. 
ſoul to forſake that ſweetnehs that he taſterh 
in God and Jeſus Chriſt : When they, threar- 
ned Zafid with deathy if he would not for- 
ſake his Intereſt in God; His anſwer was, 
Death u a benefis to me, it $i [end me ſooner 
te God, to Whams | love, andiombors 1 depre us 
baſtems yea, fuch a. man prefers. any 
communiog with God before ten thoulgnd 
M 3 worlds, 
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worlds ; were they offered unto him, he 
would fight and contemn them, and count 
them as dung in compariſon of God and Je- 
ſus Chriſt, in whom his ſoul ſees fo mach ex» 
cellency and ſweerneſs : Now this commu- 
nion is publike and private, publike in the 
Congregation of the Saints, which indeed 
may be called the greateſt witneſs ; where 
the Saints have fellowſhip with Chriſt, and 
one with another, where their graces arc 
communicable, and their ſweet injoyments 
free and common one with another, where 
they jointly gather honey out of one Comb, 
where they refreſhed their thirlty ſpirits our 
of one Fountain ; where the members are 
ſweetly compaſted and joyned togerher to 
their head, where they greet cach other with 
reciprocal kiſles, where Chriſt is all in all, 
and fully gives out himſelf unto his mem- 
bers; this is a glorious communion, the 0- 
ther is a private communion that the foul 
hath with Chriſt in its cloſcr, which is the 
beſt evidence when no eyes ſee, where no 
car hears what converſe rhe foul hath with 
Chriſt her head, whar breathings of che 
Spirit ſhe receives from him who 1s inviſible 
and for all manner of excellencies beyond 
expreſſion ; there the ſoul engrofferh Chriſt 
to irs ſelf, chere are private ſalatations cach 


ro 


to other, interchangeable embraces, ſweet 
fellowſhip, ineffable communion, ſuperla- 
tive joycs and refreſhmencs, raviſhing fami- 
liarities, infinite ſoul- atisfying communir'es ; 
if the foul wane power to kill any. fin, 
ſtrength to withſtand any corruption, pnder- 
ſtanding in the myſteries of the Goſpel ; ſup- 
plics of grace, reſolutions in doubtings, here 
(he may have all in hee Chriſt, all ® tobe 


found in him, i» whom all ſulneſ; dwel;, the 1ays.nn. 


ſoul can no ſooner ſpeak bur ſpeed ; nay, 
with an holy reverence, may command and 
have, for there is no good ching that bc will 
with-hold from them that are in him ; It is 
not with Chriſt as with carthly Parencs who 
give portions but once unto their children, 
and then cut them off from any other after- 
wards ; here you cannot be welcome, you 


cannor be heard if you come the ſecond or 


third time ; but now the oftner you come 
to your Father, to your clder Brother, the 
berrer you are welcome, the ” 
requeſts is molt acceptable with 


is inexhauſtible, it is alwayes for you to 
waſh io, for you to your 
buckets, ifyou wait at this Pool, you 
ſure to be repleniſhed, come as often as 
will, if chou comeſt for Underſtanding te 

M 4 day, 
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more you 25k the more he gives, his Founttin 
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day, for more Knowledg to morrow, for 
Wildom the third day, for Meckneſs, Patj+ 
ence, Temperance, and what other grace fo- 
ever thouſtandeſt ig need of, thou (halt nor 
onely be welcome, but ſhale certainly be 
ſoppled,it theſe things thou 2xkeſt be forthy 
good, For he will give grace and, glory, and 
all other good thing 1to them that Walk mpright- 
by ; yea, he will be a Sun and a ſhield, chars 
the ſam of - all comforts whatſoever, for 
Chriſt is the Sun of Righteouſneſs, then he 
wiſl defendhis ſeryants from all dangers he 
will citry them on, his wings, as the Eagle 
doth her ygung ones, far above the reach of 
malice, or all reyengeful thoughes whatſoe- 
ver, for the Winzs of Gods Protection do 
nor gnely bear up his Saines, but cover them, 
ind eee them from danger; they cover 
them hke alhucld In'the day of barrel ; what 
nj ry.is done unto the Saints, God rakes it 
ano bigyſelf, and he will þe their 
ec, it they ſtrike then, they ſtrike 
it were, thorow God, himſelf, for 
f 930 kh i, That 1ht1, that tomch 
towmch t ple oF bs Eye ; les no ſmall. 

ie eye of a Prince, bur 

1 


rex 6 Recik : 
t a9 Ae h at the Saines, Rrikes 
the £56 of che King of Kings, and ſhall be 
fire 9 apſycr it another. RE 
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place, though for a while he may cape un” 
puniſhes ; h. God be now hlent, he 
will nor be alwayes ©; you know what 
Chrilt faith, Ws ## him that offendeth one of 
theſe lutle ones, it were better that 4 muil- 

Pone Were hanged about bu net, and he caſt 
ns the ea ;, thas you may fee, as the Saihrs 
do prize God, fo God doth prize the 
UNS, 
That man that hath the power of godli» &. 
neſs dwelling in him, he can truſt God, yea, 
and reſt upon him in the greateſt dithculcies, 
yea, where friends fail of the neerelt re- 
lation, yea, where Reaſon and all ourward 
prodadilicies are oppoſite : Thus did Abra* gon 4. 
ham when he was promiſed a fog, he be- 19,320.21, 
lieved above Reaſon, ves, the text faith, 
Above Hope ; Secondly, againſt the dead- 
nels af h++ own body, he deing one hundced 
years old ; Thirdly, againſt rhe deadne(s of 
Saraht womb, it was onely Faith, and the 
power of godlinefs that carricd him up far 
above all doubrs, being fully perſwaded, that 
he which had promiſed was able to perform 
If nin, you know that the * omile 0 
» Abr , was, that in Iſaac his ſeed Thogld, 
be called, and yet it obedience to Gods 
Command, he gocs to offer up. Iſax tus 
ongly lon, to cur up the root from whence. 
this 
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this fruit ſhould grow, to deſtroy the ground- 
work on which this Fabrick ſhould be baile , 
and to blaſt the hopes of any further ſeed ; 
which in all reaſon (hould have made void 
the promiſe , yer above all he believed thar 
he being dead, God was able to raiſe him up 
from the dead, from whence he received him 
ina figure ; thus the three children believed 
beyond all reafon, that God would deliver 
them from the hery furnace,and Daniel from 
the den of Lyons, and divers others. O this 
is that which makes a man caſt himſelf into 
the arms of God, in the midſt af the fire, or 
what afflidion can poſſibly come unto hum : 
he can enter into his chamber anal the 1n- 
dignation be over-paſt (that is) inco Chriſt 
who is a hiding place, for, and to his Saints 
at all cimey. 

And as it makes the foul reſt upon God 
in general , ſomore eſpecially for life and 
Salvation ; fucha foul can freely venture it 
ſelf upon.a promiſe, with as much conhdence 
as if ic did enjoy the performance ; it can as 
really live upvn any word of God, as ana- 
tural man can live upon his appointed food: 
Q, faith the foul, hach God faid it 2 nts £- 


nough for me, Idefire no more, you know 
whar Chriſt ſaid, Man hives not by bread only, 
but by every word that proceedeth out of 1 . 
meu! 
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month of God ; it throwes it ſelf into the 
armes of Chriſt on whom ir is fixed, there 

it is unremoveable, there it hives,and there 

it dies. 

Where godlinefs dwels, there dwels the 75. 
Spirit of love, for God is love, and he makes 
his Saints like to himlell: as the father is the 
Father of love, fo are his children the child- 
ren of love ; certainly this grace makes a 
man love God in the firſt place, and fecond- 
ly, it makes him love his people, who are 
Gods off- ſpring;a man may ſafely conclude, 
where there is no love,there is none of God 
dwelling in that ſoul ; if we do but conſider 
how lirtle love there is among many of 
thoſe who are called profeſſors in theſe 
dayes,it would make a man amazed. O the 
inhumane carriages of men to men, yea to 
thoſe that they themſelves do confels are 
truly godly ; O the birrerneſs, the cenſort- 
ouſnels of men againſt rheir brethren, eſpe- 
cially if they do bur differ from them, bur in 
things circumſtantial, Away, cry they, with 
ſuch a man, let him be admoniſhed, and chen 
if he will not be of our mindes, let him be 
hanged or baniſhed ; bur if he ſcape cither Witneſs 
of theſe, either for want of Law, or Power, ** \aze 
then ſay they, Let us Petition that he may _ 
have 'no place of publike truſt, yea ler us do grance. 

what 


— 
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what we can to weary bim qutof the Pariſh 
where he dixcls; if he be a Miniſter,be hall 
not come into the Pulgit ro Freach, though 
known rot only to be godly, but ſound in 
the faith, and of long ſtanding, yea th it 
be for the fpihlling.of the delice of the dead, 
it ſhall not be granced, bus pleaded agai 
even by them, which formerly choughtall 
that he faid ro be Goſpel.: yea and yertheſe 
bitrer ſpirits mult be looked upon as pro- 
teflors of the Goſpel of Chrilt , as if rhe 
word of God, and his Spirit, were af contra- 
ry meanings. O know that ſuch a ſpirit as 
this is none of the ſpirir of Chriſt, certainly, 
theſe men have not obeyed. chat exhartatzon 
Epk.4, 31, of the Apoltle-ro the Epheſians, Let adl bit- 
3z termeſs, and wrath, and auger, and clanor, 
and evil peaking, be ps away from Jon, with 
all malice, And be kinds one to another, tew+ 
der-bearted, forgiving one another even 44 God. #1 
for Chriſt; ſake hath for given you: and walk in * 
leve rven 4s. Chriſt hath loved us and green 
bign/elf for «i ; O its, very. fad, ro conlider 
what a ſpirit of. bitterneſs is gone out, over 
this Kingdom, yeain this City of London el- 
perially & if a man ak them the reaſon,they 
afe to ſeek for av1 anſwer, but truly its be-+ | 
cauſe they hear with other mens carsand fee | 


with 
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with othermens * eyes. bar at 1ſt ler them ———_ 
know they muſt anfwer for thetnſclves 2n9- .,.. of the 
ther day, and 1 atn conhdene when rhele - t 
men comeTto die, they ſhall have as little leaft many 
peace and comfort from this ſpirit of bitrer- ny 
neſs, as the malcfaRor hath from the tang. EE 
man when he comes to the Gallows: Where- Leaure 
fore remember this, that whereſoever godli- heard ona 
neſs Uwels, there dwels a ſpirit of love, of them 
meekneſs, gentleneſs, long ſuffering and for- who «y 
bearatice , there dwels tendertheartednets, rajting, 
and bowels of compaſſion cach to the other; (ay, thac 
and therefore never believe mens profel- thole re. 
frons, bac look on their praftices and carri. 
agesexch to others, for the Spirit of Chriſt 4, ,cmay 
is a ſpirit of love and of a ſound minde* I hadnow , 
have heard of one chat hath ſaid He hath gor all che 
rrembled ro think of giving way to a godly oo 
Minifter in this City that he Chould come in- 1. 

to ns Pulgit, and yer I am confident he that go, __ 4 
ſpake the words was not worthy to carry cheirhands 
the orhers book aſter him, neirher for god- with an 
lincs,nor learning: Was not this man of thar ee 
minde that Jrroboam was, who would not ler SR 


now they 
ſend forth thei Miniſters ro Preach to us a Sertnon of brocherly 
love, And then he (add, char it was » mark of 2 deceiver to preach 
of b:ocherly love. the Spirit of mee kmeſs and peace ec. bur thas 
honeſt picce called the Pulpit incendadyy bach ized 
them and him. I ſhall not Rain my pea with his nomination. 
Iſrael 
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Iſrael go up to worſhip at Jeruſalem, under 
this prerence, becauſe it was too far; bot the 
truth was,it was for fear it would weaken his 
Kingdom, and fo his greatneſs might have 
been eclipſed: fo did not this man tremble, 
not for fear of error, bur tor fear he (hould 


ſteal away the hearts of the people ? its good 


for men to know their own hearts ; certain 
ly this is far from the ſpirit of Love, which is 
the Spirit of Chrilt, 

Where godlineſs dwels, that vu 
hndes ſo much ſweerneſs in any thin as he 
doth in the waycs of God, as David faith, 
Thy Word « ſweeter then the bone), and the 
heney comb , thy Word « better then thow/ands 
of gold and fulver 5; As the Hart panteth after 
the rivers of her, ſo panteth my ſoul after 
thee, O God, and, I rejoyeed in thy Word, as 
one that findeth great ſpoil, Its a lanthorn to 
my feet, and 4 light unto my paths, &c. O 
with what an cager purſuit will the foul fol- 
low after the Ordinances of Chriſt, it will 
force thorow all cqatrary ingagements and 
oppoſitions to meet with Chriſt, it hath al- 
wayes an eye fixt upon the lovelineſs and 
beaury of Chriſt, it breathes after the re- 
fleRtions of his glory, its reſtleſs choughts 
travel with pain untill they be caſed and 
lodged in the boſome of Chriſt, untill when 

they 


| 


. 
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they (hall never injoy their chicf delight and 


comfort; all its ſtady is tor communion with 


Chriſt, and for ctheenjoyment of his glory g 


whereever it is, whatever its abour, its al- 
wayes harping upon eternity , the further 
enjoyment of grace here, and glory hercaf. 
ter : Come to a foul who hath raſted of the 
ſweetneſs of Chiiſt, and knows what 
it w't0 cnjoy communion with God, 
who hath caſted of the flagonggt his love ; 
WO ſoul, What wouldeſt thou have ? 
O, Garh the foul, this I would have, that 1 
might never fin againſt God more, that I 
mighe be as inſtrumeral for the glory of God 


" asever any man was upontheearth,thenT am 


fure 1 hould enjoy more of God then now I 
do ; When David had caſted how good the 
Lord was, he was raviſhed with his{weernefs, 
and he would have others caſte alſo: © come 
and taſte and ſee bow grations the Lord « ; O 
here :3 the godly mans delight, Afy delight is 
in thy Law, and ] will meditate thereon day 


and night ; In this be findes all exccllencies, Plat x, 


here he findes profes and pleaſures, prefer. 
ments, riches, honors, and whatever his 


ſoul can defire ; what joy, what confolation 
can a man have er then this, to finde in 
the book of thac his name 1s written in 
the book of life, Which the Saincs —_— 
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and that often in che Sreiprures. O whac 
plcaſurc can 2 man be capable of more then 


fo enjoy life and health, nay an Ecernal life 


free from cares, ſorrows orficknels, a hfe as 
durable as the life of God, and enjoyed with 
and in God, full of glory, full of fweerneſs, 
full of delight, where northing bur plenſures 
arc for evermore. Now others ſee no cx- 
cellency mn things of this natore, ask them 
what they Fould have ro compleat their de> 
light,cheur aniwcr will be, gold Glver,nches, 
l.nds,honors, cltcem in the world and things 
of that natuic that afturd ſeeming joy, and 
conrenement to their carnal fenir, theſe are 
their Jewels, theie arc the objects of rheir 
happiwels; i can never enter into their 
thoughts , much leſs can they perceive that 
there us ſuch delight and (weetneſs in the 
waycs of God, as in the enjoyment of theie 
ſublinary ercalurcy; they are perſwaded that 
the fweernels thit men talk of that i found 
in the practices of godhnets,arc but merr no- 
tions and conccipes in mens brains : of tuch 
as theſe che "pam WIS = by the Prophet 
Floſea ſaying, | have wrote to theww the things 
converming the weighty matters of muy Law, 
but they were accompied as ſtrange things, 
they have ns chill in thee, thity art things that 
they never heard, neither hath it ever entered 
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inte their hearts to tomcerve theres +» it 12as im” 
poſſible for them to underſtand thoſe hid* 
den myſterics,as for a blinde man to. Judge 
of colours; an excellency in any thing thac 
tends heaven-ward,or favors of the of 

race , is not at all robe di by the 
linde and carnal eye of the world. 

Such x foul wherein godlineſs dwelks, is 9. 
wholly ſwallowed up with chat infinite ful. 
neſs chat it ſeerh in God Shen the 
Sheds (aw the excellency of thar' wildomy 
that was in Solomon, the text ay 9 
Wa no more [pirie left is ber, x Ki 
much more £ ws ſoul that tant med —— 
tates on the glorious wiſdom, 
rconfnels, excellency, and ſweer — is 
in God and Chriſt, fwallowes up, loſt, cone 
founded, and ucterly undone in it ſelf ! irs 
beholding Gods fulne(s, maketh is come to 
ſee its own cmprinehs, and to ay of God 
O Lord,thou art Almighty,chou art ab-fathci- 
ent ; bur 1 am fruband weak, | ami nocung; 


yea yea lefrhen nothing; O therefore.binſſing, 
mans. as; ag power be unto bum ths its 
wper the throne , 


F anketeltt- Lend ever 
and ever. Its reported of one had 
mach communion with God , as howas fit 
c_ mea wich his friends, he. wancape 
fuch 2 ſuddains extaſic of ſpirit, cher 
he, to the amazemene of his friends, broke 
N gut 
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out into theſe words, ſaying, 0 for cover, and 
cve# anal ee , bleſſed be the greas and floriews 
God, / and this was hs Ceportment bor half 
amhbogrtogether: corranly we may well ſay 
thematt was raviihed td frallowed wp 
with-that tetock he law in God and in Jefns 
Chriſt out Lord ; now fuch a man ſerih yo- 
thing in bigtteli. por mn any creature whaclo- 
ever; tor tbe biyghrnels of the glory of the 
Loved maketh 2} @bgs in che world to ap- 
prabavetuey acc, meer emprinchs and vanuty,, 
yewevery may in thus beſt cltace is altogether 
vanity; "tht is, is bis moſt (cried oftace, 
wherein be thinkerh he ſtands, bue ker hum 
rehe berd left be fall. 

tur bere men halt beware of chat error 
of the 'Antinomians, who deny the pertorm- 
ance ot all duties ro God : Cemainly theſe 
men'do-oot oncly deny the Law, but the 
Golpd con; for though duties before faith 
ur beamneic, yer when they How as the 
{rus of farch, they aor- 60: cncly acreperd 
\ Tm 14. 96; of the bmnrs , but they are 
Norr, that hutswmincile allo! Show we thy facth wor b- 
as (anh one workrpu ld will ht cher nay faith by wy 
juſltibe® wagho, tor fark whima works is 2 dead 


— fariatodvyw ks tcl. mans dunes co God, 
juſtihk- and Ommnds; how 15 i; 


du (avkh, polite tyr © mancro mikiifeſt co another 
Ig ,2t thac 
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that he hath grace, when chiere arc no fruits 
of grace appear ? how can a tree be faid to 
have life, without the budding and ſprout- 
ing-of its branches ? O its a fad rhing for 
men to boaſt rhat Chriſt dwels in them, and 
yer they alwaycs do the devils ſervice; be- 
cauſe they cannot merit heaven by rheic 
doties, therefore God (hall have none 
from chem, bur be robbed of tus glory : bur 
a foul rrafy gratious, will cell you, har the 
love of Chrilt coaltrains ic, it cannoc chooſe, 
bur ir muſt draw neer to God in holy durics; 
there is irs life, it can finde no communion, 
no refreſhment , no ſubſiſtence withour its 
addrefling unto Chriſt in holy duties! Now 
when men by their profeffion lay, rhat they 
enjoy Chriſt & free grace in a plenoful man- 
ncr,and yet walk looſely, caroally, and vain- 
ly in chair converſations, faying, They trult all 
vn Chriſt, vainly believing that he will go 
all cheir works for them, that he will not ye 
onely their Mecdiator,bur cheir Actor, they 
lying in fin, alas how ſhort come rheſe of 
evidencing their Juſtificarian, and decir tr- 
ecrefſt in Cheiſt by their SanRification : rheſe 
are no fruics of Chriſts dwelting ina bu : 
O therefore you that che and your 
own fieſhly corruption hach © far 
to perfwade you that free grace and Chriſt 
N 2 coming 
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coming into the foul, gives liberty to all 
lcentiouſnck, no, no, where the Law faith, 
thou ſhale not do, the Goſpel faith, thou 
(halc not will, no not think : He chat luſterh 
afcer a woman in his heart hath commirted 
adultered already, faith the Goſpel ; know 
therefore that ſuch a looſe doQtrine as this, is 
damnable, and not fit to be owned by any, 
who would go for Chriſtians, O Chriſtians, 
your converiations muſt be ſuitable ro your 
profeſſion ; you mult not only profeſs 
Chriſt, bur Chriſt ; you mult now hve 
as that you may honor that great and glo - 
rious name of Chriſt. O be you holy, for 
the Lord yourGod 1s holy:Now this holineſs 
muſt extend to all manner of converiation 
towards God and man : 1 ſhall freely grant 
that duties Jultifhe not, and to reſt in them is 
fin,yea the beſt that ever man did perform, 
was full of imperfection; and when we have 
done all chat we can,we are buc unprofitable 
ſervants, for the beſt of Saints while they arc 
in the Body are clothed with all maner of in- 
fhicmities, but the way to deſtroy them is.to be 
often with God in the Mount ; If now thou 
canſt appeal to God, that thou haſt found 
theſe nine particulars in thee, 20d that they 
ace ſrxed in thy heart, and that thon hat che 


"wicnchs of Gods Spirit with thy ſpirie, for che 


truth 


ernth thereof, then thou mayſt ſafely con- 
clude,that godlinefs dwels in thee , and thy 
eſtare ro be good, and that thou art walking 
in the way to Eternal life. O give God the 
plory of the riches of his grace and merey in 
his Son for ever ; but on the contrary, if 
none of theſe be found in thee , bur rather 
their contraries,then there can be no godbi» 
nels dwelling in thee; and fo thou re 
maining in a miſerable eſtate and  coudi- 
tion. 

As firſt, if thou art in that eſtate of nature 
wherein thou wert born, and that thou ne- 
ver fawelt any change or alteration from 
that conditionn,or never endeavouredit af- 
cer any,bur reſted(ſt concented, and m—_ . 
eſt thy ſelf ro be in 2 good and happy eſtate, 
let men fay what they will or can ; yealer 
God, Choſt, and the Scriptures reltifie che 
contrary, as is moſt cleer they do xz as you 
may lee in theſe enſuing places of Scripture, 
FE xceyt a man be born again, he cannot [re the 
K ingdows of God; now what birth is this, 
but the new birth of the water, and of the 


pirie .540Þ 5 rnd 3 we muſt un- nts 35 | 
and the water of Regeneration, and rAYG x; 
the Spirir working effeQtually in us for our T1544: 


converſion » us water doth cleanſe the filch 
of mensbodies, fo the water of regenera- 
N 3 tion 


—— 


1$1 


Joha.z. 2. 
Verſe $. 
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tion the foals of men from (in; now the Spr- 
rit of God is that whertby we hy to God 
through grace 1 The fff Adam Was made 4 
living ſoul, but the laff (which was Chriſt ) 
wa made & quickwing Spirit ; that is, fuck « 
man that is regenerate, lives ſupernaturally, 
above the ſphear of nacure, that is, anocher 
mascr of ktc then « nators! man can hve ; 
now this word Spick, borh in the Groth and 
Latine, properly figniherh Brexth , and 
therefore Chriſt compareth rhe working of 
the Spirit to tht Witde, 7 hat hlowerk where 
it lifteth, wo man known Whence ff comerh, 
ner Whither it goeth, ſo « every oun Which 
uw Gown of the Spuar, Joh. 3. $. Agam, 
Know you wot, ff Chreft be wat in gow, ye 
are rerobates ! now Chit hvcr1n no foul 
bor where godlinefs dwels ; if Chriit be na 
ſoul, there p11] be nz conver ſation fucable to 
Jets Chriſt, now no natural mancan know 
or partake of Chit or of tvs * Far be 
that buth mot the Spirit of {wit « none of 
his 


If (m raign m thee, that thou obeyeſt it in 
the faſt chereot : if chov act 2 Drualkard, « 
Swearcr, a protunc Perien, an coanmy to the 
Sans, and the way ev of God, 2nd that thou 
rakeft dehghe fo «ll mancr of famay ; V 
know, that tho2 mt far from gedbodfs, thou 


art 
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M thou lizeſt ſfaitrable and conformable 


unto this world, anholily, and unandhcdly 


in thy conxcriation, fo as thou canit Yhe and 

ve of any thing berter, or as well 38 

detinghy thou baſt go power of godlineſs wn 
e 

If thou art ignorant what communion 
with God is, apd canlt -nor ſpeak by cxpe- 
rience what ſwartnels is iv Chiilt, nor cant 
Prize ic at an hugh rate, becauſe boy knoweſt 
net what it is, nor the worth thereof. 

If thou cank not reſt pen God ip x 
Keright, burficelt ro the creature, and uſcſt 
any induceRt mezns to. deliver thy {clf, or clic 
ahoukakelt under thy affliction, when thou 

canhdence 16 oucrward means, and 
rlakeſt the God af bite. 

If thou have ng love to aglooy the 
ways -of God and the Sainty, vor $0 
excellency in tbem, and yer hall ap eye to 


joc and aq mire as cxcellency in the things * 


of the world, a5 in profits, plealpres, riches, 
honors, good barguang, and Juch in which 
indecd ao cacclicncy is; it is tobe feazed 
dhac thece is nv; the {pack of godilmeſs 


WAkcc 
O08 OR be AOers to live and cp- 
0 joy 


"IT ! 
wt fill in the gall of bitterneſs and bend of 


_ 


_ 
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oy the world for ever, with all that it can 


ord,and in thy hes couldeſt wiſh rthac 
all chings in the world were at thy com- 
mand, and that thou wouldeſt willingly take 
them for thy heaven, and for = tion, 
that thou hadſt rather have thy le 
here on earth, then to enjoy the manſions of 
heaven ; that thou hadſt rather aſſociate and 
hold fellowſhip with the men of this world, 
then be a companion to, and with the 
bleſſed Sainrs nl conch in heaven ; O this 
ſpeaks thee carnal ; this renders thee world- 
ly : if men would bur examine their hearts, 
and awake their benummed confciences, it 
would be found to be the condition of mil- 
lions of men and women in this world;andic 
is for that chey are of rhe carth,and have no- 
thing to do with ary acquaintance or fami- 
liarity with God, or the things of God, For 
the natura} man knoweth not the things of 
God, for they are ſpiritually diſcerned. 

If thy hes and affections be fer upon 
the things of this world, in the general 
courſe of thy life, fo-that the god of this 
world hath taken the whole poſicefſion of 
thy heart, and hath blinded thy cy&s : do bur 
ask thy conſcience what thy atfcAions run 
ater, and what thy ſoul is moſt raket 
with : if chou art a carnal wretch,ther ek 
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ſpeak pure world : The firlt thing where- 
with thy minde is agitated in the night when 
thou awakeſt,and in the ng when thoa 
ariſcſt, is, What muſt I do this day ? where 
(hall 1 firſt pirch upon my imploymene ? 
where ſhall 1 lghbe a good bargain ? 
how ſhall I put off fuch and ſuch a bad com- 
modiry ? what wile (hall I uſe ? what ftrars- 
gem (hall I invent ? what way (hall I goo 
work, to pull a thorn our of my own foor, 
and put it into my ne rs? to advantage 
my Pie and over-reach my friends ? to caſc 
my ſelf, and burden ochers? fuch as theſe will 
be thy Soliloquies, theſe will be thy reaſon- 
ings and machinations ; and having through 
theſe night- (tudics accompliſhed thine ends; 
O how will thy heart rejoyce! O what x 
perfeRt man art thou in thine own wiſdom ! 
thy onely joy is in the increaſe of thy Corn 
Wine, and Oyl ; but as for God, Chriſt, and 
hi; wayes, and for the graces of his Spiric, 
they are not at all in thy thoughts : O this is 
a lamencable ſign that thy portion is in 
this world, and. that thow haſt no part of 
that Inhericance which 4s given to the 
$Saines. Lo 

If thou z certain antipathy, or 
oppelicion in ſpirit againſt choſe 
yp praccyor M that meet with thy 


ln ; 
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ſm ; touldit thou with thac the Seri 
were xll co ———— 
thou tharGod bimicif wore mor to bolygasin 
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hes Word be is held forth to be , and thas 
there were feds preaching & more oecreatocn 
thennow there is on che Lords Day, & other 
dapes? would conc Sermon m zday , pram 
mantrh pleaſe thee borter, if thou mightelt 
tave but Common Prayer with &t ? well, 
know that choſe dcmonſtracc a dead - 
nels to grace and gadinels an che ful. 

A chicd ate be for exhortation - and 
felt to you Chrifhans, who upan cxaming- 
tion haze found char godknes dweb wn you, 
and that Cod hack poured tus grace into 
your fouls ; xo you | fay, walk wp to your 
menxces; hath (ond made choice of you tor 
welſels of meroy, and given fas Gon to 
| n——_— ih peu, yea an carncitpeay of 

fe and glory mro your fouls? hath 

made you to for that you are paſſed from 
death ro hfe, and made you know that when 
= cncer anto ache Occan of keeanaty ac (hall 
tobe with ham forever f Oiltand and 
admac free grace, let not has benafes bp 
out of your mindes, Ict them provoke you 
20 love and rar dim, char loved you 
above many thouſands that ave, and (hall go 
ant 0 the place of condemantiony who wpr © 
as 
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2+ good as you, that were of the ſame lamp 
with you, and had not God took more pity 
on your ſouls, then he did on theirs, you had 
been in the fame condinion with them : well 
mayeſt thou ſay, What was my foul, that 
thow weet fo mindful of it 7 that thou 
wouldelt love ic fo 2 yea when it layin ts 
blood, cven then thou dd fay uato it, Live; 
O what « mercy is this { Let it noe be ſaid of 
you as it was of King Hezrtzch, thac he re- 
trucncd not thanks according to the merciey 
hereceived; O ict none have cauſe to lay of 
you, that you walk out of the redeemeds 
path : 45 you have recewed mercy above 0+ 
thers, fo ter graces ſhine in your con- 
verſationand walxing towards God,and to» 
wards men above others; as you have recetv- 
c4 much, ſo at much,rhar orhers ſceing your 
godly converiation,may give glory , honor, 
cod praife ts the God of your merciess hath 
God fricfhed you to bets , and 
his graces inc your ? bath 
taken you for hs 1nferrrance ? O chengdo 
you rake God to be your portion, yeabe 
content with wm alone,” for he's God alle 


ſulbtientsQ then walk before him, and be 
yos- 20d upright; O Cheaſtians, 
w 


(chpioyihant is above 4 your tecaſure 2 in 
heaven, 


© w—_ ——_—_ - 


o_ — — a I 


Rev.17., 
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heaven, your glory, your excellency, your 
All is in your , and in your Chriſty; O 
know that you do mightily diſhonor your 
God, your fclves, yourcalling, to be rumb- 
ling and turmoiling your felves about things 
here below : O ariſe and depart, for this is 
not yoar reſt; How diſhonorable a ching 
would it be to ſee a Prince raking in the 
dungthl, and keeping dunghil -rakers com+ 
pany taking them tor his aſl ociate@Pcerrtainly 
men would fay, that this man did mightily 
forget himfſelt,and did not minde his Crown, 
his dignity and glory; 'O then you who are 
of a noble ſtock, who arc of che root of 7eſſe, 
whe are all the children of the molt High, 
of the King of Kings ; yea you who are 
Kiflgs your ſelves ; hath not Chriſt waſhed 
you in his own blood, & made you Kings,and 
Priefts co God? yea arc not you the heirs of 
Salvation ? acenor/Angels appointed co at- 
tend your perſons? hath not Cheilt raken 
you for his companions, and redcemed you 
from the carth? O how diſhonoradie's thing 
is this to you, that your affcftiong)aod-your 
converſations are ſo carthly, ae fotow; and » 
baſe ! ſeeing you arc born ta ſ6)mark dig- 
nity, ſtand upon your terms ,." 


our 
ſpinics, be proud of your birth-ohe@ cvnde 
heavenly chings, live where you = 
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uſe the things of this world, as if you uſed 
them not ; and hath God poured out him- 
ſelf ro you in the face of his Son? have the 
very bowels of heaven been rowled toge- 
ther, and turned rowards you? © then 
pour out your fouls to God, live upon 
that fountain of love and ſweernels, caſt 
you ſelves into that boſom of loves, which is 
alcogerher lovely, who is the chicfeſt of cen 
thouſands, who only can fill your fpirits, 
and fatizhe your ſouls at all times, even 
Jeſus Chriſt the Lord of life and glory. 
Rejoyce you the Saints of the molt High, 
I fay to you, Rejoyce,and be exceeding glad 
in your condition, let what will come upon 
you, as perſecution, reproaches, revilings,and 
all maner of evil fallly for Chrilts ſake, O ler 
not this trouble you ; let men of the world 
ſee that you can live above theſe : Do they 
hate you? ſaith Chriſt,they hated me alſo. O 
let no carthly afflifion birter your com- 
forts; let nocloud over-calt your heaven, 
let not your Sun admit of any eclipſe, let nor 
all this world can do, fad your ſpirits : ler 
70ur joy be (piricual and permanent ; O ler 
him that rejoyceth, rejoyce in the Lord, ler 
no troubles overwhelm your ſpirit ; for 
the momentany afflitions that can fall upon 
the Saints here in this world, are not wor- 


thy 
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thy to be compared to the great and ex- 
ceedimng weight of glory which is laid up for 
you in heaven : O remember its not one 
given to the Saints to believe, bur alſo ro 
luff-r; fo that fafferings are as really che 
pifts of God, as faith : and therefore you 
ought to rejoyce in ſufferings as in beleev- 
ings, for its grven you of your Father, in 
which you ought to rejoyce, ſeeing he harh 
allo given you fairch & patience to carry you 
thorow your ſufferings ; O remember, God 
m1pht have called you unto ſufferings, and 
not have yrven you faith nor patience to en- 
dure ; but freing the harh you with 
tupportimng power for ſuch a condition, re- 
joyce and clap your hands for joy, for here- 
in is your } ather glorihed, that you are obe- 
dent children ro his will, and that you 
maintain his cauſe and cruch againit his cne- 
mics. 

Hath God beRtowed grace upon you,and 
put godlinets with power into your ſouk ? 
and do you perceive fo much excellency in it, 
that you would not be in your former unre- 
generate condition for ten thouſand worlds / 
Q then, do you labor and beltir your ſelves 
to make othervin love with godlineſs, ler 
your prailes, and exalrarions of free grace 
excite others 80 fall in love with that beavry 


of 
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of beauties, holineſs and ſanGbry of kife ; pou 
know, whea David had taſhee of thas-ſweer- 
nes and excellency that was in God, and in 
his wayes ; obferve tus render invication, 
0, ſaith he, come taſte and ſor how grations 
the Lord us, O ſen What the Lord bath done for 
my /owl ; true godiincis is communicative, a 
godly man is no Ingrofier, no Pacentee, no 
cloſe-fiſted Miſer, heis always free, his Trea- 
ſure is open, his Riches ave diſtributive, be 
will not let this gold ro raft, but will 
be always calling, and alluring others to 
come and taſte, and parnuicipate of what 
be hath received 3 he will not Mos 
nopolize his graces, he will always be 
teaching , inficuctiog, and imparting his 
Knowledg unto others, he is not born for 
himſelf, but to-do his C good, that is, 
his poor brethren, and fellow- members 1 
now therefore examine your ſelves, do you 
in your Families, among your affociates, yea. 
and to the whole world, declare by all means 
that poſſibly you can, by your words and 
aftions, whac cxcellency there is in godh- 
neſs, that fo your carriages to others-may 
make cher co enquire after it, ro bein love 
CEE Ay and to be ac+ 
| with it? £0 carry your 
T4 as that you give n@ offence to Few 
or 


Rom. 11. 
16, 
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or Gentile,nor to the Church of God;but let 
your carriage be ſuch, as that all men may be 
in love, or at leſt convinced, that the way 

you walk in, is juſt, holy, and good. 
Pity poor fouls that are ignorant of this 
of godlineſs; O xemember it was once 
your condition, and had been (oſtill, bad nor 
infinite free grace, and tender made 
a difference : Ocherefore ler your bowels 
yern rowards them that are your brerhren 
according to the fleth, and let your prayers 
be to God, that they may be endued from a- 
bove with chis power, that che Spirit of 
eracc would overſhadow them, and breathe 
the breath of like into cheir ſouls, char they 
may be ſaved, that they which belong to tus 
eternal cleftion, may be ſpeedily called 
home- ro partake of that ſweerneſs of thar 
Olive Tree, whoſe root is Jeſus Chriſt; 
ſtrerch forth your helping hand ro fave poor 
lmners; let your prayers be inceſſant for 
them; O increac and beſcech chem to be re- 
tonciled ro God ; O let them know from 
you, that there is ſufhciency in the blood of 
Jeſus Chriſt co (ave their prerious ſouls, per- 
fwade them to come in to Chnſit, and cell 
them what fwcerneſs you bave found in the 
wayes of God, ler them know, that when 
yod were un their. condinon, | that you 
as. choughc 


OE ne 
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thought your ſelves in z good condition. 1 


but now God having opened your eyes, you 


can tell chem the error of your c for 
you were going ro the pic of deſtruction,and 
knew it yot ; O pur them upon the conlide- 


ration of Frernity, let them know that their 
pretious ſouls mult ſhortly launch into the 
occan of Ecernity, and if there be not provi 
fion made for them, if they have not Chriſt 
Jeſus for their Pilot ro ſtecre their courſe 
for them, they muſt certainly finke and 
_ and be cut off for ever from the pre- 

nce. of the Lord. and the glory of his 
Power, and do all that voſſibly you can 
in all your addrefles to them, ro periwade 
them, that what you fay to them is our of 
that love, and intire affection that you bear 


to their poor fouls ; And others ſave With Jude, ver. 


fear, pulling them out of the fire, hating even *i 


the garment ſpotted by rhe fleſh ; as you ought 
to uſe all means to perſwade and draw men 
by the Spirit of Love, to forſake cheir evi 
wayes, and to enquire after Jeſus Chriſt ; fo 
if that will not prevail, you may, yea you 
ought to thunder againſt tham, and to rouſe 
them our of their ſecurity in denouncing the 
Judgments of God by the cerrors of the 
Law, that you may do us much as in you licth, 
to terrific and aftright them our of cheir mi- 

O ſcrable 
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ſerable condition, fo that, if it be poſſible, 
you may be inſtrumental to deliver chem 
from crernal fire, and from the wrath of an 
infinite God : hereby ſhall you gain glory to 
God, and reſtifie ro the workd your lothing 
and deteſtation of ſinful wayes, and diſcover 
unco ſuch leprous fouls , that thoſe ſpots 
wherewith (m hatch defiled rhem, are noc the 
ſpors of Gods people, for rhis the Lord faith 
of ſinners, who walk in the imagination of 
their own hearts, T heir ſpot is mot the fpot of 
my people, 

This may allo exhort you who are the 
Saints, who have received the power of 
— into your ſouls, ro pay your tri- 

tes of chankfulneſs unto the Lord. O do 
you bleks, praiſe, and magnihe the great and 
glorious Name of God for ever ! O tet your 
mouthes be {led with praife and thank(- 
giving to your God forever and ever; © 
you have cauſe cofay, Blefling, and honor, 
ind glory, and praiſe be given to him char 
fits upon the Throne, and ro the Lamb for 
ever, who hath looked you in your 
low cltats, and redeemed you from con- 
demnarion ; This is the Lords own work, 
and « tobe mavelious m your eyes; 
thes Thould cauſe you to ſpend the lengrh of 
your daycs wo the honor and — 
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God in holineſs of life, and all manner of 
godly converſation ; this the conſideration 
of your deliverance from your ſpiritual ene- 
mies, i Cont, GRO Ret, hi ya 
engagement upon your ſpirirs, to ſerve 

Lord in rightcouſneſs, and holineſs all che 


dayes of your lives; for you owe your ſelves Luk 1-74. 
to Chriſt ; remember you are boughe with a 75 


price, be not any longer the ſervants of fin 
and Satan ; live not to pleaſe men, for if 
you be men-pleaſers, you cannot be the ſer- 
vants of Chriſt, O dedicate your ſouls, tpi 
rits and bodies to Jeſus Chrift, yea and offer 
them up to God a living ſacrifice, for this is 


that Worſhip that is =o at Saings Rom 13.4 


hands by the word of God. O know there 
can be no greater manifeſtation of your 
thankfulneſs ro God, then your univerſal 
obedience to all Gods commands ; let this 
be done in the whole courſe of your lives 
hereby (hall you evidence unto the world 
that you are thoſe in whom dwels the power 
of godlineſs, and by this you may draw 0- 
thers to be in love with the wayes of holy- 
neſs, and ſtop the mourhs of all gain- ayers, 
and oppolers of it. 

Now there are ſeyeral motives to incite 
you Saints, to this great duty of thankful. 


neſs. 
Q 2 Firſt, 
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Firſt, From the conſideration of your pre- 
deſtination :- wby ſhould God preordain 


that you ſhould be ro the praiſe of the glory 
of his grace from all —_— yea to ap* 


poirit you to be his adopted children in 
Chriſt Jeſus? Yea,you are thoſe whom God 
acknowledged before,nd therefore he was 
pleaſed to predeſtinate you to life & glory ; 
Onow that God was plcaſed to appoint 
you for his people, & pals by ſo many thou- 
ſands of the fame lump,and extend his mercy 
ro you, will not this raiſe up your hearts to 
thankfulges ? (hall not this the theam 
and ſubjet of your everlaſting praiſes ? 
From the conſideration of your EleRtion : 
why ſhould God chooſe you out of that 
common maſs of mankinde, tro make you 
heirs of life and glory ? yea coheirs with 
his Son Jeſus Chef : cyen as a Potterol a 
rude maſs of clay, makerh one veſſel to hon- 
or, and another to diſhonor, its the A 
Mes alluſion, Rem. 9. Why werrt not t 
whom he hath made a veſlcl to life and glo- 
ry, made a veſlcl of wrath and confuſion ? 
Why wert not ome by from all Ecer. 
nity ? and numbered amongſt the children 


of portuvon ? it was only free grace that 
Ee the difference, it was the good plea» 
lure of the Lord, to ele you ro Salvation, 

and 
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and paſs by others, leaving them under the 
cprſe of fin; O cemember it was God thac 
choſe thee,chou didit,nor couldit not chooſe 
him ; O that an inco le God 
ſhould be comprehended by a poor wretch- 
ed creature | chat he ſhould beſtow himclf 
upon him, and give him the riches of his 
grace ; Oler the Saints for ever breath our 
thanks and praiſc, to this gratious God, and 
begin'that work on earth, which (hall be 
their work for ever inthe higheſt Heavens. 

From the conſideration of your redemp» «2, 
tion, which is no leſs then a glorious re+ gedemprie 
demprion, as being __ with a glorious airports. 
price, not with corruptible things, as filver 
and gold, but with the pretious blood of 
Jetus Chrilt, of more worth and excellency, 
then all the created powers in heaven and 
carth. 

Confider what you are Redeemed , 
from. 

Firſt, From the curſe of the Law. Second» + 
ly, From the wrath of an infinite 
Thirdly, From che power of fin. Fourthly, 
From a vain converſation, Fifthly , from 
| the ſecond death. Sixrhly, Our of the jaws 
of Satan, that great red dragon, even from 

hell and condemaacion. 

What you are Redeemed to. 2 
Q 3 Firſt, 
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Firſt, Tobe in an coſtare qe to 
be the Sons of God. Secondly, To be 
and joynt heirs with Jeſus Chriſt. Thirdly,To 
have a ſweet communion with God, Chriſt, 
and the Spirit of grace. Fourthly , To have 
communion with Saints. Fifthly, To enjoy 
life & glory for ever, where you ſhall fin no 
more,A where all reares ſhall be wiped from 
your eyes, where you ſhall reign with God, 
Chriſt, Saines and Angels wall | Ecernity; O 
this cals - for thankfulneſs, render unto hio 
therefore the praiſes due unto his name. 
Juldfetia The confideration of your juſtification, 
Pinalteerc, Winch is done by the merits of Chriſt : chat 
Eft propria is,co be fully acquirted of all fin, as if a man 
ipſajudicis pad mever to ſtand right and juſt in 
wy the fight of God, Chriſt having paid the 
-- beer debt to Divine Jaltice, and blocred our the 
atio,ſanifi. hand-writing againit you; ſo as now its 
cation 3 with the Saints, as if they had never been de- 


filed with f1n:you, and onely you, are 
ve whichſtandjultificd in hisfight, in tn 
to the Ronnens, art theſe three words uſed 


ation, fnſte, 


(viz. ) 7u fying var 
er art (gab, 


Juſtice , whereby the Saints ace Juſtived., 

The ſecond, The ation ir ſelf of Juſtifica- 
tion, whereby Chriſty Juſtice iy commani- 
cated to the Saincs. The 


= = 
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The thisd the Juſtice ic ſelf, which is im- 
parted and communicated to the Saints ; 
you know by (in every manis bound over 
tothe Judgmene Seat, there to anſwer be- 
fore God, for all things done againſt him 
inche fieſh, and to pay that debt that the 
Law requires : now Chriſt is the Saints ſuce- 
ty, m their behalf, hath caken this debr 
upon himiclf, and hach paid the utmoſt 
farthing that can be cxacted by the Law, he 
hath looſed the chains of darkneſs, & broken 
the ſtrong bolds, and hath enlarged and fer 
free the Saints in the ſight of God, fo that 
nexther the Law,hn,nor the devil can lay any 
charge or accuſation againſt them, they have 
their pardon wricten oa thefr lar- 
ing there is no condemnation unto us, be- 
cauſe we are in Chriſt Jeſus ; ler the Saints 
therefore never creaſe to nifie and 
praiſe the name of the God of thei Salva- 
c10N. 

From the conſideration of your yocation, 


(204 your Saviour, whereby your ſoul ca- 
joyes the manifeſtacion of all irs comforts, 
yea of its communion with God and Chriſt 
while its in the body; God might have 
called his Saints at the laſt hour of their 

O 4 departure 


F - 
your calling out of darkneſs into the mar- Yocati 
vellous light, whereby you can rejoyce in ©" 


==y 


199 


RU 
a 


| —_—— - ——_— = ——__—_—— 


"4 o 


400 A Pill » purge Formality. 
departure our of this life, and {6 ond 
might have lived without God in this wor 
as every man doth before his calli 
without comfort and joy in the Ho Hof” Oh Ghoſ: 
now then it one hoors communion with 
God, be more worth then thouſands of 
worlds, O how are the Saints bound to 
bleſs God for fo great a mercy, as their en- 
joyment of wg with him, here in 
this life, for many days and yeers after they 
are called ! praiſe God therefore for your 
Vocation. 

16. From the conſideration of your Sandif- 
$afic- cation and holineſs : a godly man ought to 
tio, be as truly and really chankful, that his fins 
Ay1e,-*; are purged, as that hisſins are pardoned ; it 

is one of the greateſt mercies that a foul can 
partake of, to be purified ,waſhed,and clcan(- 
ed from all filthineſs of ficſh and ſpirit,o re- 
ceive of Chrilts communicated holineſs, & to 
be imputed holy for Chriſts fake ; fo that he 
who hath this robe of righteouſneſs,is made 
pure, yea ſo pure and holy as if he had ne- 
yer (inned, the blood of Chriſt cleanſerh 
from all fin ; and this holineſs and ot 
ſpint is a ſoul inveſted with by verrue of che 
blood of Chrilt, fowing co it in the Co- 
venant of Grace; O this mult needs be a 
| Rrong-motive to inlarge your hearts with 
grati» 
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gratitudes for ſo ineſtimable a mercy, to be 
made pure as Chriſt is pure, and boly as be 
is holy : and for char this your holincls, and 
Sandihcation , is not only univerſal, but irs 

eQ in —_ in every part of ſoul and 

y, God doth not ſfan&he one part now, 
and another part at another time, bur he fan- 
Atiherh the foul thorowly at one & the ſame 
time ; Therefore know that if chy heart be 
ſan&hed, then thy judgment, thy will, thy 
underſtanding, thy afteftions ; yea all che 
members of thy body, and all the faculties 
of thy ſou! are ſanftified allo. Yer you mult 
know likewiſe that no man is perfedt in the 
degrees of holmets on this fide heaven; yer 
bleis God who ever thou art who knoweſt 
that fanGifying grace doth reſt upon thy 
ſpirit here, for chough now it be in part, 
yer it ſhall be made perfeRt in heaven for 
ever. 

The feventh and laſt motive to ſtir up the 
Saints to thankfulneſs, is this ; that thou 
who art a purtaker of the power of godli. 
nefs, (hal be preſerved to Ecernal Life in 
ſpighe of (in, devil, hell, or any thing that 
can gainlay; thou mayeſlt lip and fail, bur 
never totally fall : chow haſt che ſpinr of 
God to guide and fuſtain thee, chou art al- 
xady pailcd from death to live with God 

crternally 
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eternally, thou (halt never miſcarry concer- 
ning thy crernal being, thy trips and (dings 
rel berker thee formuniee cnthy lancer 6 
God will be thy God for evermore, thou 
art fafe for crermry, and thy foul kethin the 
boſome of Chriſt, thou art given to Chriſt 
of the Father, and thoſe the Father hath 
given him, he hath promiſed that none (hall 
take them from him ; O bleſs the God of 
Gods , who mercy endareth for ever ; 
whoſc love 1s whoſe purpoic 
namutable, ll whoſe power All Gdficient 
to preſerve thy ſoul and body unto crernal 
fe 


Siaxthly, Ler this be alſo of terror to all 
wicked and ungodly men, who arc © far 
from having this power of godliachs 

in theic heaer, that chey reliſt the 

effcrs of it, and quench the morions of the 
Sperit of Grace, who are bound up under the 
power of fin, in whoſe mortal bodies tin 
: fuch as theſe arc ruked by the Prince 

of thus world, Saran is their Lord, they are 
his Slaves and Vaſſals, they do his work, 
they follow his unployment,, #7 this they 
muy hnow they are of their F atber the Devil, 
for bu children they are ts When thay obey ; 
SERIES 
: O cell ac you (inner, what 


will become of your fouls anether day ? your 
end of daycs haſtens on, and the day of xc- 
count is at hand, when you mult ſad ac the 
Bar of Jeſus Chriſt, to anſwer for things 
done in the feſh, what anfwer will you 
make ? what pics can yoo have: If the r1 &* x Pet. 44 | 
os ſhall ſcarcely be ſaved, who then io, 
your cauſe ? And this will not onely | 
the condition of notorious wicked, and 
hnacry, but of all fwck as have noc 
the power of godhacls wr in their 
hearts ; let them carry themicives never © 
upright and holy in the eyes of men : O the | 
cvil honelt man, though never fo well qua- ' 
hed and gifted with natural endowments, 
with Mora} vertues, with loving and attablc 
carriages ; th man is in that condition 
which will prove wotal £0 his own foul for 
ever, for where n6 power of godlineſs in} 
there is no Chriſt, and where there is no 
Chriſt, there mult needs be » devil 3; do but 
coniwder, you malt come to he on, 
your death beds, thou doit not know how 
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very flames of hell into thy face, now 
ins come into thy minde, which thou 
commirred rwenty, thirty, nay fourry years 
apo, now they ſtand in array before chee, 
now they ſtrike horror and amazement in- 
to thy wounded foul, there is no cef{ation of 
Aſﬀaults, no park: ro be admirred, there s 
none come to thy relief, thy friends forlake 
thee,thy God forſakes thee that is) chy un- 
| Mammon, thy nches. thy gold, thy 
filver, thy lands, nay thy wife, thy children, 
and all things in the world cannot admi. 
aaſter one drop of comfort unto theey but on 
the contrary, 4 are 2s fact ro thy cor- 
ments, thy ſight of che want of help in chem 
aggravates thy woes ; at thou ſcadeſt 
for Phyſitians to pro thy days, well, 
they come to thee, and cell rhee, here is no 
hope, thou art « dead man, all the means in 
the world arc inavaileable ; what fad ridings 
is this ? whac duplication of thy pain is here? 
well mai(t chou cruly fay, Afy fins are become 
a burthen too beavy for me to bear, and cry 
out, Was ever ſorrow like mate my ſorrows ? 
what, muſt I dic ? O that I had never been 
born; O that I had been abortive from the 
Womb, that I had never drawn the firſt 
breath of life ; now thy foul firs on thy 


wrembling lips, ready co cake her flight for 
Ecernity 
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Ecernity, then comes the devil to claim his 
Intereſt, Give me thy foul, 1 am fence for 
thee, thou art mine ; thus he ſets upon thee 
like an armed man, he will weary thee like a 
maſtive Dog, and will not leave thee whileſt 
thoo haſt breath; do but conſider what a 
woful time this will be whileſt chou art here, 
and do bur weigh theſe ſeveral aggravations. 
Firſt, When thou comeſt ro Judgment, as 
thou ſhale ſtand at Chrilts left hand, when 
on his right hand chou (halt fee many that 
were inferior to thee for breeding and e<du- 
cation, for eſtate, and for parts ; yea, them 
whom thou didſt deſpiſe as fools, and filly 
men, men of no account or clteem in the 
world ; O, 1 fay, when thou ſhal fee theſe 
on Chriſts right hand, whom he doth own 
and embrace - his people, and thou left to 
miſery and deſtrution, will not this be an 


aggravation to thy mi 4 

Shen thou bole os: which lived in 
the fame pariſh with thee, under the ſame 
Miniſtery, and thou hadſt the fame means 
of grace preached to thee as they had, and 
yet they are ſaved, and thou art damned ; 
will not thas cut thee to the very heart? yea it 
may be thou mayecſt ſee ſome of thy ſervants 
there, whom thou haſt checked, and rebuk- 
cd, nay whom thou haſt deſpiſe 4yand _a_ 
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for their forwardnehs in Religion, and 
following the means of grace, calling them 
Fook, Sefaries, and STrparatifts ; © how 
wile thon be amazed, aftoniſhed, and con- 
founded*how will rhis rerrific thy ſoul when 
thou ſhale fee them united, and joyned to 
Chriſt theie Saviour, and accompanicd with 
holy and bleſſed Sprrirs, and thou ſeparated 
ind caſt our into urrer darkneſs amongſt 
the dew! and his curſed angels ! 

When rhou ſhalt ſee thoſe who have told 
thee from the Lord, that thou ſhouldeſt nor 
come to life and glory, bur that thou wert a 
caſtaway , and couldſt not be ſaved, for that 
thou rebelledit againſt God, Chriſt, Goſpel, 
and rhe hight of rbine own conſaenee, yea 
thou that would truſt to thy morality, and 

ood dealings with mtn, thou that lookeſt 
Pr ſome excellency in thy ſelf, bur didſit ſee 
none in Chriſt nor his ways; O now theſe 
men are come ro witneſs againſt thee ro thy 
wo, and it may be thou wile think and fay 
with thy (elf of fuch a man, as « Abeb aid of 
Elab, Haft then fownd ne O mine cnexsy ! 
O this will heighten (hy miſery , chis will 
hcap coals of fire upon thy head. 

When thou ſhaft be convinced, that hadft 
thou made us good uſe of the mercies that 
were offered rheer, had God given wy 
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heart fo tohave done, ws thoſe that Rand be- 
fore thee did, rhou mughreſt have been as hap- 
py #5 any of them, chou migheeſt have enjoy” 
cd the like (wrernels of God & cxcellency of 
Jeſas5Chriſt wich them; bur when it (halbe fard 
unco thee , thou cnjoyedſt thy good things 
in this world, rhou rejeQtedſ the profiers of 
race, thou wouldſt nont of rhe counſels of 
God,bur didſt caſt his Laws behind thy back, 
therefore are thou puniſhed and they blet- 
ſed, now do thy repentings come too late, 
now arc thy thoughes fruitleſs : O into what 
a guif of horrors will chis plunge thy foul * 
When Chriſt now ſhall call thee by thy 
name, and fay , Soul, m what place of the 
earth did it chou dwel > peradventure thou 
mayſt fay , Lord 1 lived in Zandon ; now 
why may not Chriſt fay, in z place where 
my word was as powerfully preached 
2s 19 «ny place of the world, where the Sun- 
ſhine of the Goſpel, (hined as bright as avy 
where under heaven, where my mercy was 
extended as largely , my goodneſs owed 
#s abundantly, ws 19 90 more? what 
at Londen? and thou = whoremalter, « 
ſwearcr, « drunkard, a prophane perfon ? 
what at Londen? and yet in thy natuall 
eliare , not one dram of Grace, not one 
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be cafer for Sodew, and Conmmrab, 
in the day of Judgment, then for fuch a 
man as thou art ; tell me, O frnner, what 
thou haſt ro fay for thy ſelf? O thou wile be 
like that man at the Feaſt which had not on 
the wedding garment, the Text faith, He was 
eechleſs, be had not one word to fay for 
mſclf, no more ſhale thou : O thy condi- 
tion will be woful, thy eſtate moſt miſera- 
ble ; if thou lookeſt before thee, the dread- 
ful J udg is ready to pronounce the irrevocs- 
ble ſenterce aguinit thee : if on the Judges 
night hand, there che Saints are to joyn with 
Chriſt mw thy Sentence ; if on his left hand, 
there arc a company of wicked wrerches in 
the ſame condition with thy felf ; it rhou 
lookelt behinde thee, there is Hell and Sa- 
tan ready to recrive thee as ſoon as Judg-» 
mer 4s given + O then thou (ſhale be ba- 
niſhcd from the prelence of the Lord, and 
the glory of his power, and that for ever : 
Remember theſc things, all you that forget 
God, lit he tear you in pieces, and there be 
none to deliver you ; O what do you think 
of a foul in this cftare, that is thus caſt excrs 
nally into the fca of the wrath of God ? 
every man will fay, this is 2 loſt foul in- 
deed,its undone for ever. Now what aggra- 
vations of mufery will be multiplied _ 
£ 


Firſt, for 4 foul to think with hinſelf, 
and know, and fay, O 1 zm nndone, Tun 
undone ! Of am now in 2 worſe condition 
then any creature that ever God made, for 
God did never create avy creature (© miſe 
rebie 29 man makes himfclf ro be, be having 
 ende c_ fin; O now thy 

is made miſerable as well #4 &y 
foul, for the body was thar inftromene 
by which the foul zfted fo much ro Gods 
dſhonor; Odid God carfe the Serpent tor 
bring the devily inſtrument ? fo will God 
cirſe thy body 2s thy foot Is carſed to aff 
crerrfiy. 

Secondly, Thy cormencs (hall be foch, xs 
notongae can expres: Vf rhe wrath of God 
againſt Chriſt onely, when fin was bur lin- 
ed, was fo hexvy, that ic made him 

r clods'6f blood, 1s the Original wort 


ſignifies ; what” doff thon think wilthe rhe rs 


wrath of God to thiee, Wito halt zhed fin, 
and rhat lf thy fife ime, whs haſt done no- 
thing elſc bur finned, and rhrown fr in om 


G 
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the poyſon of Gods arrows did drink op his 


Plal,z 8.2. ſpirits ; and David that his arrows did ſtick 


Pro. 2. 24- 


faſt in him, fo that there was no foundnefs 
it bs Acſh, nor reſt in his bones 3 O what 
will thy complaint be, thou undone foul | 

None ſhall picy thee in chis _—_— 
which makcs it the more comforrtleſs ; 
ſome caſc to a man in miſery to have Ko 
to pity and condole with him in his affliti- 
on ; ſympathy in affiition, is as a cordial to 
a fainting ſpirit, it recreares the. wearied 
ſoul, and incermirs the fits of irs diſtreſſes; 
but here is no fellow-fec 00 recreation, 
no intermiſſion, which weight co 
weight, to the utcer of thy foul 
into reſtleſs rormenes ; God humic If, be (hall 
laugh at thee, forhe faith, T bat he il laugh 
at their deſtrattion, and meck when their frar 
cometh wpon them ; Angels and Saints, they 
(hal not regard theeythe father (hal not pity 
the ſon, nor the fon the father, the huzband 
the wiic, nor the wife the husband, nor the 
mother him chat drew ber bread, all rela- 
tions ſhall be forgotten, and all pitty ba. 
iſhed. 

The miſery will 
ſcry, and ſo the ladder ; ahat greater "E 
ing to the heart then for a man to miſs 0: his 
cod, and to be fruſtrated of his hopes ? ir 


may 
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world ; would cake it ay a mighty in- 
jury, and'di onto them, if you do but 
—_—— n__ lacter k c+ & and if 


ſhould go fog Ju] rarer 
hem, end ton hey rigor gal co hell 


of too, for which be 
thus eſtare upon himſelf; whar, to have a 
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lations , - what inexprefiible. mournings 
wonld this cauſe in a poor foul 

© poor foal, know that there, 3p a greater 
lofs then all cheſc, ob w thou being -in 
helf, thou haſt loft:God, Chit, che comm 
pany of Saints and Angels for ever 5 now 
thou haſt nathing un lic for this great and 
inhoice loſs, if any, ny this, thou haſt 
exchanged plcalurgs greg yer 
milery life for dtuh, thou ſold th 
Gos, Chriſt, hcaven,. and glory; 1nd 
purchaſcd Saran, hell and c ; O thas 
is a moſt dreadful aggravation, this is alof 
unvaluable. 
os hs vor bappinels of man in 

:aven, ang the of the Aggels © be- 
hold the preſence of the Locdand is partake 
5 he Gags cs qu ry, © Rn 
ne depab of all muſcry i be depet- 
wg ſuch exccllepcy and glory by bang 


bacilicd from the preſence Lord; 46. 
ſo] en thoughc if wore then he $a be 


from the preſcace of his Father,- when 
had killed his brother Aanwor ; you know 
its Gid, Blaſſed axe the pure in ears, for they 


| Mat. 5.8, ſha [te God, Q then curled ave che defiled 


add wicked in,hear, for rhey ſhall not fee 
hm, F& Wirbarnt be{me/s no rwan ſhall [ce 
(64, Kh, che Apoltle, but there's no holi- 

nels 
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nels in bell, cherefore none in beib (hall ee 
the Lord, 

Laſtly, That as thy torments arc unexprefſi- 
ble,ſo chey are endleſs: when a men hath fuf- 
ered ren thouſand years in hell, under the 
ſtroke of divine ] uſtice,thent is he as far from 
deliverance as at the firſt hour; for there 
mult thou be to all erernity, where the 
worm never dieth, and the tive never goeth 


our. O Reader, weigh ay oe 
ether, lay them to 2 ho 
- how the citace ſtands 


own ſoul, and do it ſpeedily 
too late, for from hel] roney 5 10 
tion, after this like no repencanee 
do a man any good, nor yer any cries that 
God will hcar, no lamearation that can 
avail thee any thing; Act the actiags of Faith 
and Repencance here in this kie, where they 
are onely to be imployed, and thou (bak 
reape the fruits of chem 4a the hikers came, 
glory, and immortality, and erernal colt and 
peace unto thy ſoul ; And ſo we arc come 50 
the third and laſt pact of che words py 
And frew/2+ 1u7u Aw), Ke. 
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Iftos igiterr averſare, 

And from ſuch turn away. 
pHus having preſented 
unto your view the 
Canaan of life, and the 
? Region of death, we 
are now arrived unto a 
L diſcovery of mcans to 
divert your ſteps out of 
the ds of death, and 
to them into the wayes of life (to 
wit by the averſion and turning away 
from the ſociery and wicked deeds of the 

ungodly. 
© words are the Apoſtles dehortation 
ro waz and in hinfto all Chriſtians, de- 
— how that Saines ought not to make 
and ungodly men,their companions ; 

yea though they made a ſhew, and had a 
form of godlinchs, as theſe have in the pre- 
cedenr words : there is nothing difficulc in 
the words, ogcly we give you the Etymo- 


LO 


_— —_ 


logy and meaning of this turning away: what 2:7, 


® maner of curning 1s here meant ; the word ion. 


e 


ſignifies not onely to turn away, but to dif 4 


_ dain, co refuſe, ro deſpiſe, ro dereſt, and ro Evenſar« 


have ſuch perſons in abomination, to ſhun 
their company, and that not now and then 
by firs, barn the general courſe of our lives; 
that as theſe men are Gods enemies, ſfowe 
(ſhould account them as our enemies, 

And from ſuch turn av 


Whence norte, ” hat irs the ; of the Saints 1 O&fer. 


to ſhun and avoid the ſociety, and compan 
of all wicked and ungodly men, yea though 

they have a form of Religion : / wrote ro 

you (faith Par) in an Epiſtle, not ro keep 1Cor,5.9 
company With fornicators (verſe 11.) yea 
thowgh he be a brother, that's in the fellowſpip 
of the _ = if ſuch a man of thar neer 
relation, be a Fornicator, a Drunkard, an 
Idolater , or an Extortioner, with fuch 2 
man have no ſociety, keep not company; the . 
Original is, be not mingled with him, have 7972” 
not fach familiarity as 2 man hath with his 2,. 
friend: ſo in that 2 Theſſ.3. 14- have no com» 
pavy with him, be not mingled rogether : fo 
David ſaith, I am a c 
fear thee ; that is, of all thoſe thar fear the 93- 
Lord : then by good conſequence he is no 
companion of | that fear him nor 

P 
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0m8panmon of all then that Pal. 11s, 
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you have the accompt of this point in theſe 


{ix particulars. 
Reaf. q 


ict, Sin is of a diffuſive and _ | 
nature, its very apt to ſpread and infeR 
that come necr unto it; it corrupes your: 
ſpirits and breaks yaur peace ; whea wicked 
men come together , calt og rheir (in, 
and fome out their ſhameit Haws from them. 
every where like wild fre ; and ics hike tos 
pitch, where it comes it [ticks faſt. 

You know the Lord prohibits 1/ree/ 
from keeping company with the Heathen 
which were caſt our; leaſt they ſhould 
learn theit maners and walk in cheic wayes z 
{o that no good can be expected from their 
company and focicty , bat the contrary : 
you know that Dewid faith, a lyar (hall not 
come into my houſe, nor dwell in my haburs- 
tion for ever: Now all wicked men arc lyars; 
there is none that doth good, no not one, 
the way of truth they have not known, 

The _—_— and preſence of a godly 
man doth obdurate the hearts of the wicked 
in their (in and wickedneſs; tis their apology 
and defenceyfor their tranſgreſſions ; what ? 
lay they, if we were fo bad as ſome wauld 
make us,certainly ſuch a man, and (uch a man 
would not keep us company, or take us tor 
his aſlociates ; you know its 2 hy” 

thing 
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ng for z man tobe us 2 ſtumbling block 
—_ ocbers fall iazo coademagation, there 
is wo denounced again ſach a one , ſo that 
hereby thou mayelt be an occaſhon of har- 
dening the wicked in their finful courſes - 

By this courſe » godly man makes the fins 
of che wicked ro berome his fins for appro- 
bation of pceſence ; if fin is committed and 
bot reproved, it makes that man guilty of 
thac fin, who is is fach : You 
know . that the Apoltle faith , Have no 
fellowſhip with the uofruitful works of 
darkae(s, but reprove them rather; and its 2 
very frealonable cxhortation of the jr ger 
when be faith , Be, not pantakers of other 
mens ins, which every man is that keeps 
company, and makes wicked men his fami- 
lars aa thecourlke of fin, for fuch a man hath 
fellowſhip with che uniructul works of dark- 
nels, and {o is a partaker of other mens 
(ns. 


For that the Saints ought to withdraw 


coavince them of their evil, to call chem our 
of chat condition, or at leaſt to make their 
conlciences check them for their ungodly 
courles, yea and pur them upon the inquiry 
after better things - for God is not cyed 
which 


4. 
themſelves from, fach company, that they » The#.3. 


might be aſhamed,” yrs may be a means to 74: 


4 tilts 9 ar Pwniale;, 


which way or by what means he will 
work, to draw any home unco himſelf. 

>O For that he which keeps company with 

the wicked, keeps company with Solomons 

fools, and he that company with fuch 

| Pro-13.20 fookſhalbe voyen = that walkerh with 
w/e men, ſhall e, 4 Companen 

fools ſhall be deſtroyed, for they walk ro 

way to deſtruction, and their paths lead to 

4 the Chambers of dearth, there is no way of 

life that they will rake know of ; for 

| the wicked defire not the know ze of the 

| 


_ 


Lord, nor to underſtand his wayes ; for as 
ot faith, they fay, Depart from us, for we 
defire not the knowledg of thy Aug: +5 
6. rs be judg 

yex to judg Angels, as the Apoltle wy 
Know ye not that the Sainrs hall j b 
world ; that is, you ought to know it, 
a ruth, yea, faith he,we (hall udg hantths Fr 
therefore, you ought not to. make the world, 
{that is)men of this world{ whoſe happineſs 
is m this life) to be your companions, for 

Ron7. Chriſt teſtifies, Fobw 17.7 bat bis Saints are net 
of the world, bur be hath redeemed them 
out of the world, therefore that man that is 
a friend to the world, is an enemy to God : 
O' therefore come out from amongſt 


thew, Wo CY 7 RS HS (He 
© 
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of the world, remember that old verſe, 


Or, ar, vale,comviue, men; ar ; 
With the ſecluded, neither nor pray, 
Salve ,nor Feaſt,nor car with, rad my 
Thus you ſce the poine confirmed by Scrip- 
ture and reaſon ; now for the better un- 
folding of ir, theſe chree things are required, 
Firſt, What is meant by Saints. Secondly, 
Whats meant by wicked men. Thirdly, 
Whats meant by keeping company. We (hall 
diſpatch chem with all brevity, that we may 
proceed. 

By Saints moſt men underſtand onely 
thoſe which are now in heaven, departed our 
of this bfe : indeed are Saines, but not 
theſe Saines here 1 for they which 
are departed out of this life are fo far ſe- 
cluded from men of this world, that they 
know not what their company means, they 
are alienated from their acquaintance. 

By Saints then we ace to underſtand holy 
men, that is, men who are ſanftihed by faith 
in Chriſt Jeſus, Saincs by calling,fuch as the 
bleſſed Apoltle Pan writes of to the Romans, 
Ts them which are ſanitified in Chrift Jeſwe, 
called to be Saints ; fuch as walk in the ways 
of holineſs, whoſe coaverſation is in hea- 


ven where Chriltcheir head in, ſuch us pro- 


Rom. z.7. 


1 Cor,a.5, 


— 
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feſs and obey the of Chrift Yo; are 
| juſtified, and acquicred from all fin by ] clus 
| Chriſt, rheic peace ;/ and of che Saines Chriſt 
hath thou in this world, a people con- 
remptible in the eyes of the world, hated and 

counced the off-Ccowring of this world. 

By wicked men we arc co underſtand all 
men in their natural ſtare wherein they 
were born, for in their berth lies the ſpawne 

of all evil : every prophane perſon , every 
| drunkard, liar, whoremonger, adykerer, 1- 
dolater, and whoſoever walks in theſe fins, 
| we may ſafely call wicked men , yer all theſe 
ſins with thouſands more, are but rhe fruits 


' — 
+4 


of that inbred c on that men brought 
mco the world with them - I fay are 
bac the fruits and effeRts of that na- 


ture wherein every man is born;O wretched 
man that I am, who (hall deliver me from the 
| of this death, faith Pani, Row. 7. 23. 
| And in a word,wholoever is not made righ- 
reous by Jeſus Chriſt, is a wicked man, and 
that made Pax! ſay, when he confidered of 
his miſerable eſtare by nature,and chen knew 
who was his deliverer ; I thank God /faich 
he ) chorow Jeſus Chriſt our Lord,ſo that by 


—_ =_ we are delrvered. , 
, | . ker | " 
' by not ug wrt 4 wich wicked en in 


locicty, 
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ave arc tg underſtand, not ro be 
uaco they, und incorporated mmeo 


— ——_—_— m ceceiving the 
| » or communion m Church- 
fraythip, but having formerly fouched 
upon them, and conceiving that this Texr 
Jn nmr « 00n-com- 

4 Or 000-COMm keeping, I (hall 
mm nb and eld wy ovgh rh 
= he Hal hot de m theſe words (from fweb 


"Fi, 4 ie Le San ah 5 | 
doth proftels imietfeo be in Chrift, ro make | 


— — <_ — _ 


any wicked men whatſoever his companions, | 
bis aſſociates, his familmers, and his inward | 
bolome friends. | 


Though men make 4 fair ourfide und (hew 2. | | 
in Rehgioo, yer being diſcovered to be 
wicked men by their converſation, with ; | 
theſe men rhoa oaghteſt not to have fellow- | 
(hip or keep company, for to make fach thy | | 
aſfociates,is cowalk contrary to that counſel | 
given to Twwerby by the Apoſtie Paw/;I will 
nOt ſay bot a man may buy and fell; ear 2nd | 
drink as occaſion ſhall be offered fometimes, | 
but icfly take heed that theſe man/be nor | 


thy | | 


ed ; you know 


ny > oy 
CES 


thy heart. 
Is it fo, Thar its the duty of the Saints not 
to keep — = 
men f O then 
and be informed, CHEE — 
bands, that you ſhould make 
com mnny endo wy. oe ofyou 
Proverb, Ew 
company corrupt; good manners, And that 
Birds of 4 feather together ; you (hall 
not fade Doves to fly with the "birds of 
prey - different natures, different affebons, 
diverſity of Judgmencs, diverſity of afſem- 
blings : habicugted ſinners never break com- 
pany, drunkards with drunkards, fwearers 
with fwearers, whoremongers with their 
like z and ſo through che whole courſe of 
lin, every ſinner with his confederate, but 
Saints age of 3 more pure metral, their drois 
is now become fine gold, may} cv 
ſtreams are clantficd, —_ flow from the 
f ountain and well-lpring of Life, —_—_— 
mit 


"—_ a. ——— 
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admit of no mixtures ; their aſſociation 
muſt be ſeparated from the wicked , they 
maſt be- an unleavened lump, pure and en- 
tire of themſelves, Saints muſt noe do as the 
wicked do, they have learned betrer things 


profeſs to walk by another os: 
4 hou Ce Lb gon Ke our 
tains walking in the midſt of ac 
Woolves, wouldeſt choa not c Cer- 
tainly this Lamb will ſhortly become 2 prey 
— _— even © when thou artin the 


wit thy all Olumnomiarhemidl 


of Wookes, rently I thall be z prey te 
them and their fin, hots Wookes may 
fawne upon the Lamb, noc out of any love 
ode nur nn > upon 
ly, yer the righrcous is abomination 
wicked, and he ſeekerh to infnare, in- 
cap, and circumvent him every mo*+ 


"Then confider and know that Godis 
with the wicked every day,and that it 


fall down on their head, when 21. **+ 


thou art preſent with them , thou mult look 


ro pantake of the ſame common jugdment ©- p,1 
ven with them; CR O——_ God zz. - 


(ball cun ſnares, fire runſtone, and an hor- 
rible rempeſt (hall be theic cup. 
Secondly, 


—-— +> — ——— J_ — — —_— 


— 
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Secondly , The, wicked -warcheth © the 
Ver. 12. ES 6s him, yea the 
the Juſt, and gnafheth 


— 
op nic ill, yea and 
the more dangerous ; {© the wicked 


may carry themiclves Saint- yer they | 
are wicked men {tl and the more dange- 
| rous is it for Saints to have to do with | 
| them. | 
God preſerweth the right cans and deloocrerh 
hams owt af the band of the Wyehed + whan harh 
God dehivered you, why are bis Samrs ont 
0 the ſnare of the wighcd, fo that your foul 
| hath <fcaped # 2 bird our of the fare, and 
| will yow-r120 into them again ? O cake heed 
of abwhng fo preat 2 mercy,as © revurn war 
to that world our of which the Loud bath 
once choſen you, left bb vererby groves you 
over invethr'r hands xgan. 
4; The Saints ſhould be fo far from making 
| Mr notre woe = 
> ſhould aotknow's wicked perios ; 
Palins beprofidiicth; warm mrs Kaos 


4:7 wes 00088 via ds þ Fee; threm be: wall not know 


—— A. Ca, 


J+ 
P{ 97.10, 
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a wicked perſon, chars, ke wilt nog beac- 


qaiatc4ady.vogodiy men. 
5. Por ether: cafe, thar a Prioce (houls have 
many  m—_— = tus Kingdom 
which 
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which he was ſhortly toþcing to Judgment» 
for their rebellions yoke him, Lay pu 
forth a Ptoclamation, that his faithful lwb- 
jets ſhould not keep company with theſe 
traitors, yet after this being made known, 
ſome of his own Family take ſome of theſe 
men for their companions, ard enter into 
familiarity with them: do you think that the 
Prince would take this well at their hands > 
ſurely no, know then that Jeſus Chriſt is a 
great Prince , the King of Kings, and all 
wicked. men he hath made known to be 
traitors and rebels to his Crown and Digni- - 
ty ; and he hath commanded his fubjeAs 
( his Saints ) not to keep company with 
them ; O then conſider with your ſelves, 
how ill Chriſt will take this at your hands, 
who dare to keep company with wicked 
and ungodly men, with craitors and rebels, 
for ſo is every profane perſon, every 
ſwearer , drunkard, fabbath-breaker, and 
company-keeper that doth ordinarily fre- 
quent Taverns and Alchouſes to abule the 
creatures and themſelves z. yea Chriſt calls 
them dogs and ſwine ; what,, yaythat pro- 
fes your ſelves to be waſhed from your 
filchincks in the blood of Jeſus ; will 


you defile your with fuch com- 
pany 1 theſe? what the blood of Cl 


ag -_ 
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had in no bigher eſteem if your eyes, ther 
thus to be trampled wnder fret in the com- 

any of Chriſts cnemes. 

Again, Confider you profths that you are 
going towards heaven ; cheſe men by their 
covrſes profeſs thar they arc'going towards 
hell, an infinite diſtance in yout joutneys, 
and the end much different ; then why will 

ou be joyned rogtrher as ſervants of one 
Lotd as the children of one Farker, when 
your profeſſions are ſo contrary? Q, itivn 
diſhonor to gb = Chriſt, iq b. 
keep company with” his enermes, 

devit ſervants; and remember that theſe 
ment will do what they cati to hinder you 
if your journy ; your duty is to rub, that 
you may Obtain, bur foch company 4s theſe 
wilt be at Etrers eo your fret, and ro 
your heck in your way; and certainly if 
thou arr 2 living Chrifttan, chou wilt finde 
hmderances enough in thy ff, yea too 
many, for rhey even preſs chee down, as thy 
_ mbred corruption, and thy infirmi- 
ties of off forts, wherewith chou art incur. 
bred -- =P ow] _ needeſt none without 
to pult thee ; fuch companions as theſe 
will labor eo perfwade rhee from ſtrinek 
of life im the Wayres of God, 
thee that thou BerdePſ?t nor to be fo preciſe ; 
all 


 —— 
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all chat you can hope for is but heaven, 
whach they look to enjoy as well as you, 
without any ſuch [irifinels ; fo that they will 
endeavorio turn thee out of the good way, 
that leadeth unco life and glory, that thou 
mailt walk with chem in the way to wo and 
malery ; and remember that God may jultly 
leave thee to their ſage and net, to be in- 
tangled by them, which if be do, thou wile 
hade it will coſt thee dear to recover thy 
ſelf again, yea it may be many s tear, many 4 
groan, many 2 (igh, and heart-aking : ©, 
know that God may jultly hide his face 
trom thee, aud give cher over to the counte! 
of the ungodly, for thy apoſtacy from him, 
and the wayes of his commandmencs ; O 
thou that halt let out thy heart co vanity, 
remember 4s not in thy power to call it 
home again at thy plealure : O rememoes 
that Peter had been quite loſt by being in 
evil company , had noc Chriſt cecovered 
him by a look ; you know the ſtory, how he 
went among that curicd rabble thas car- 
ned Chriſt away to the high Prieits Hall, 
and there he bejng a«ked of Chriſt, in- 
tangled himiclf among that curied crew and 
falls co denying of Chriſt, the firſt, ſecond, 
and third time, yea, to curic, and to lweas 
that he knew him not, who but a lietle be- 


Q 2 tore 
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would dic with him, now when Chriſt look- 
ed back on him, its ſaid, That be went out 
and wept bitterly ; O it colt him many a bir- 
rer tear, and made him cautious of his com- 
pany for ever after ; and know that if Perer 
who was ſo ſtrengthned with grace were (0 
dangerouſly overcome with wicked com- 
pany ; what then dolt thou think will be 
thy condition? 

Again all that Saines do, it ro tend 
co their edification : now tell let thy 
conſcience ſpeak, what halt chou'tver gain- 
ed as to help thee forward nal any 
knowledg, or dury ro God orto men, by 
being in the company of ungodly men? did 
they ever make thee the fitter for a holy du- 
ty in thy family in thy cloſer, or elſwhere?let 
thy conſcience have freedom to ſpeak, 1 
know it will fay No ; but on the contrary 
it hath made thee unfit tor dury, and hath 
bin an hinderance to thee in thy approaches 
and drawing nigh unco God ; for the com- 
miſſion of one tin doth but fir a man for a- 
nother,as one Iron whetrteth another ; thus 
I fay that company kcep:ng may make 2 man 
negleRt duty, and fo the neglect of one dury 
may cauſc a man to negleR another; for to 
this day never was any man heted for duty 
dy regleR of duty : which all men arc wo- 

fully 
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fully guiley of, thar keep company and arc 
famuliar with ungodly men, eſpecially in | 
their Tavern and Alchouſe meetings. | 

Laſtly, again remember Chriſt faith, 
Bleſſcd hall char fervant be whom his Lord 
ſhall inde well doing at his coming : now 
tell me, Couldit thou be contented that | | 
Chriſt Chould come and fhnde thee in 2 | 
* Tavern or Ale-houſe, carouling, and drink- 
ing, in the company of ungodly men ? may 
not Chriſt ſay to thee, What doſt thou here? 
is this thy courſe of life ? is this thy way | 
to heaven 7 what reply canſt chou re- | 
turn unto Chriſt? will nor thy conſcience 
fly in thy face, and tye up thy tongue? I | 
fear that fad and grievous will be thy condi- 
tion, and horror and amazement will cake | 
hold on thy fonl. 

But ſome may (ay, that the Scripture fairh, Objett, 
It unbehever bid thee to a frat, thou 
mayelt go ; then it an unbelicver defire me , ©. 
to go with him to drink at che Tavern or ,, © 
Ale houſe, its no more,if ſo much, as to feaſt 
with an unbehever. 

| anſwer that ics lawful for him that is a be= An/w, 
liever to go and cat in acivil way with an un- | 
believer irs left unco thy liberty , if thoa arr 
diſpoſcd to go,thou mayelt go ; and fo up- 

Q.3 oa 
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on ſome juſt occaſion —_—_ go and 
drink with an ondelever, and yer not in- 
fringe our pofirion + The point that we in- 
( upon is, that thou make not prophane an- 
believers thy affociates , thy familiar, thy 
companion, that thou ſhouldeſt not make a 
common cuſtom ro drink and miſpend thy 
tifne in luch companics, to the diſhonoring 
of God, and woending,thine own confer- 
ence. 1 rdl thee rhon mayet go ro feaſt with 
an nbelicver, and not diſhonor God, thou 
maydt drink with » friend and not fin a+ 
painft Chriſt, bur it mult be upon importance 
vorahon ; bar chis muſt not be done ord:- 
natily, nor frequently, nor any waycslap- 
provmg or conſenting unto their wicked 
whions or deſigns,nor fo far forth as to make 
them lyc in thy boſom : rhat never came 
neer the heart of Chriſt, 

Secondly, we fay we arc not wpen the 
point of cating or drinking with an dabelic- 
ver, but wich ungodly men, that &,wich open 
prophane perions, men that hate the power 
of goGlinels while they profeſs it , which 
every undeliever cannor do ; bor firſt, every 
wmbelrever cannot nor doth not profeſs the 
power of godlinefs ; ſerondly every mm- 
behever, though ies true he is 2 wicked man, 
yer he is not an open prophanc man, for 

you 
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you know that there ave many moral men 
which hate vice and prophancnets, as the ail 
* honeſt man, and many of the Heathens, as 
Plats, Socrates, Fabritias, Cato, with 0- 
thers, &c. 

Again, thoſe men that have taken up a 
form of godlineks as « cloke of maliciout- 
nels, nd under that, oppoſe and perſccuce 
the power of godlincis, & all that do protels 
it : now theſe are the men with whom thou 
mult not keep company , whoſe preſence 
thou mult avoid and tlic from, us coemics to 
Jeſus Chrilt , and to all that fear and love 
him , which indeed every unbechever s, 
though not in that degree as theſe men 
are, 

Lf chis be ſo chat I mult not keep company 
with wicked and ungodly men , then 1 mult 
not come unto publike meetings in parithes, 
ſecing all choſe congregations arc 4 mir 
people, and for the moſt part prophane and 
ungodly men and women. 

To this I anſwer, Firlt, if thou hereby 
meanelt thy coming unto, and thy joyning 
with ſuch perſons in the participation of the 
Lords Supper , then thou oughtelt not to 
come 42 their £ , for what fellow- 
(hip can there be berween light and dark- 
nels ? Chriſt and Zellal? as ] have formerly 
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ſhewed 'you in this Treatiſe, and need 
not now ſpeak any more of it in this 


But ſecondly, if you fpeak concern» 
ing the word preached,znd thy mixing with 
ſach in the adminiſtration thereof ; thou 
muſt know that che preaching of the word 
is a general duty , and irs the right of all 
men to come thirker both good and bad ; 
and therefore the commiſſion is, Go, and 
preach the word to every creature, yea 
thoſe who are calt our of the Church have a 
common right to it ; and it were cruelty to 
keep them from it, for its the means of 
converſion, and the power of God to 
ſalvation to all men that believe ; and faith 
comes by hearing the word preached, and if 
thou come there never fo ofren into and 
among ſuch company, thou mayeſt plead 
Chriſts own commiſſion for thy warrant ; 
And this 1 fay further, that for all Ordi- 
'nances, fo long as men may enjoy them 
in publike , in their power, paricy and 
glory, its their duty there ro partake 
of them, and not to ſeparate from them ; 
tor God will be praiſed in the great Con- 
gregation : / will praife thee among much 
poopie (faith Devid, ) Certainly you cannot 

© @aceive its that which will bring more 


glory 
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ploy to God, then to meer where there zre 
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t few ; therefore all the males of 7/rael Deur. 16, 
were bound to meer the Lord in the place ** 


that be (hall chuſe three times every yeer, 

though they lived never fo many hand- 
Fs ker dtegce , which muſt needs make 
z very great Congregation wherein God did 
delight to dwell, and you know it was 
Chriſts own praftice ro go publikely into 
the temple + bur I chink chis poine is Gciees 
nd granted of all, that we need not uſe 
any further arguments to perſwade any to 
it ; always provided that men may there 
meet ſo 2s to receive and partake t for if a 
man ſhall think he is bound to come to a 

hike Congregation, it being ſo great that 

can no wayes partake of what is deliver» 
ed, then he muſt, yea ought to po where he 
can. I pur this caution in, for that ſome men 
live in ſuch places where they can no wayes 
come nect to hear what is delivered. 

This alſo ſerves for reproof to many men; 
who profets they arc Saints, and ſtand for 
God and are members of Jeſus Chriſt, & yer 
you (hall abvayes fhinde them among the de - 
vils broode,yea that can keep company with 
drunkards, forcerers, and prophane perſons, 
yea xt Table, Cards, Dice many hours toge-+ 
ther,yea till midnight, night after night;Oler 

not 
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ot men deceive themiclves, for certainly 
they are fuck ascheir company is, 4 man 
may read thais mens Religion by their com- 
— J ” em lay you ace Saints, 

un thing it # for youto be 
the companions of deviſes; © lol fix that 
the members of Chailt ſhould be joyned 
with the members of Satan ? O how do ſuch 
perſons diſhanor Jeſus Chit, and d 
that profeſſion they make of the 
eg —_— men hare mud be 

the compeny of the god! 
have been upoa their death RT 
have ben poorer deed bat nor 
the wicked at that cime. 

Let this then be an kxhomation to all you 
that would be accounted Saints : 1 fay to 
you, live as you would dic, keep fuch 
company in your health, as you would 
have in your ſickneſs ; in your life, as 
would have in your death; O keep loch 
company on carth as you look tor in heaven, 
and remember that there is no uagicaa thing 
ſhall cnter therein, 

Ficlt, Conſider, Its the duty of Saints to 
redeem the time, for the dayes arc evil, but 
thoſe that keep company with wicked and 
ungodly mea, miſpend their time, for they 


arc evil, 
Thoſc 
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Thott that profes themſelves to be 
Saints, (hould, yea, they ought to give good 
examples ro others . T beoy lg be bould 
fo ſhone before men, that they [reing ther good 
works, might plaviſie their father Which 1s in 
heaven ; but m keeping company with evil 
men, they give evil cxamples, aud iv harden 
others in their (10s. 

Conſider, its = Rumbling block to weak 
Chriſtians, to fee thee who art an old Pro- 
feflor of the Golpe! of Cheilt, to encertain 
fellowihip wich men, who arc known 
ro be wicked and ungodly ; yea, it may cauſe 
them ro call the ways of God into 100; 
Q. may not they lay among themiclves, it 
the ways of God were (o tri, and the path 
ſo narrow, and the gate {0 (trut ad- 
eth unto crernal kfc, #s many men (aÞ, nay, 
as the Scri ſpeakerh of, then certain- 
ty fach fach men would not live fo 
lnokly , and keep foch profanc com- 

any ? 

Laſthy Confider, whether thoſe hours that 
thou (peadett wn 1avernsor Alchoulcs, with 
company ſfacable ro fuch places, would not 
be berrer = m prayer ; reading the 
Scripeures, felf-cxamination, godly confe- 
rence, and other holy duties, would it not 
briag more glory ro God, and peace to = 

ou! 
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ſoul when thou comeſt to dic ; do but make 
trial one week in ſpending thy time in holy 
duties, and then compare that with the 
hours ſpent in profane company, and if thou 
haſt any ſpark of grace glowing in thee, to 
thy own apprehenſion, or any working of 
conſcience remaining, then fee and judg 
impartially which time is belt ſpent ; thou 
wilt certainly conclude, and fay with David, 
Ove day inthy Conrts, uu better then a thou» 
ſand in the tents of the wngodly ; one hoars 
communion with Chriſt in pablike, in fami- 
ly,or in cloſer duties,is berter ſpent then cen 
thouſand hours in any other places, though 
ic may ſeem to the fleſh ro be never fo 
fieable, or never ſo pleaſurable. Now that 
God that dwels in heaven, fo rule in, and 
dwell upon the ſpirits of all his Saints on 
carth, and make them ſo wiſe, that they 
may keep ſuch company on carth as arc 
he tor heaven, or at leafk chat look heaven» 
ward. 

Now one word or two to thoſe which no 
man {that hath any ſpark of ſpirituality } 
dares calls Saints, who fay, that they would 
not kcep company with profane men,nor lic 
at the Tavern or Alchouilc as they do, could 
they well avoid it; it is notthe greedy de- 
lire of the wine or the beer, but the com- 
pany 
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pany that is there that cauſerth them to 
come to thoſe houſes, and when they are 
called by fuch company they cannot with- 
ſtand it. 

Let theſe men know, and take notice, that 
they read this Text backward, for the Text 
faith, From ſuch turn away ; but they read 
it, But to ſuch We will wn; O its n feartul 
thing to Gally with the Almighty, - and to 
fall into the hands of the living God, who 
is a conſuming fire; O, dare you provoke 
God to his facc,and by your praftice plainly 
cell him you will not obey thus Word ? 1 fay 
ro all ſuch, that the time is at hand, that 
God will make you know that his Word 
ſhall not return unto him voide, bur it ſhall 
accompliſh that whereunto he ſent ir:O thou 
bold finner, doft thou dare thus co affront 
the great God of heaven and earth, before 
whom thou mult ſhortly come to give an 
account of things done m the fleſh ? 1 fay, 
think with thy ſelf how thou (halt be able 
to anſwer theſe Scriptures, O read them, 
and lay them to hearr. 


And it hall be When be beareth the words Dew. 19, 
of this oath that be bleſs binoſelf in bus beart, "9: 3: 


laying, 1 fall have peace thewgh I walk in 
the invaginAtions of my beart to 4 the drwnk - 
en ts the thirſty : the Lord will not ſpare him, 

but 


_ 
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but then the anger of the Lord, ay | 


fie ſpall ſmoak, againſt that man, and every 
eur(e that ur Writtes un thu boot /oall lye wpon 
him, and the Lord will blot out bus name from 
wnder the beavers : do but read the former 

part of this Chapter, and conſider what « 

condition is, and remember that this cu 
doth evrend to every breach of the Law of 
God, for carſed « be that contimweth not tn 
every point of the Law, to de it , Or in all 
things of the Law to dothem ; © you that 
imagine to your felves peace, and proſperi- 
ty in a way of eyil, in your wayes of compa- 
ny keeping ; the {baidee renders fuck imagy- 
nation but a conceit and thats all thats in it 
you do cither concext that God doth not re- 
gard your finful courſe of hife,or that Scrip- 
ruce-probibutions are bur conceits ; bur the 
time us coming wherein you (hall know that 
theſe concrits of yours do but add your 
drunkennes to your thirſt ; that ts, your (1s 
of ignorance, ro your ſins of prefumprion; 
O know, that if you refuſe, and be rebelli- 
0us;you ſhall be deſtroyed, for the mouth of 
the Lord hath (poken it, /aiah 1.30, 
Secondly, That of [ſaiah 66.4. T bey have 
Choſen ther own 1, and their ſanls de. 
lieht im their own nations, 1 alſo will 
thoſe their delwfonr, and will bring their 
fea 
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fears upon thei, becanſt when I called, none 
would anſwer, when I paky they did not bear 
but they did evil before mine eyes, and choſt 
that Wherein I delighted not ; Ofinners, you 
will chuſe your own co lons, £ 

the Lord hath ihe rhacp ny yea, hore 
he calls upon you to furs away from 
them; now you have your choice, 
now you have that which your foul 
delighteth in; the next thing unto you, 
is, Thar God will make xz choice for 

alſo,bur it (hall be for your wo and miſery. 


Thirdly, Sut you have ſet at naught all Pro.1.25. 


my Connſel;, and would none of my reproof ; 
I alſo will langh at your deftrnition, and mock. 
When your fear cometh wpon 
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Bur ſome will ſay, That God is merciful, Ob;e{7. 


and if we can bur ſay at the laſt, The Lor 
have mercy upon us, we need care for no 
more. 


To this I anſwer, That all the mercy in A»/v. 


heaven is not ſufficient to fave fuch z fin- 
her as thou that continuelt in this condi- 
tion ; what, for a man wiltully ro fin, that 
wn grace may _—— thou bold 
inner, wilt thou obe thy inaqui 

Gods Mercy? doſt thon dare: to think 
that God will endure this? O know that 


lenity provoked, will curn to fury, ns 
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God is as juſt as merciful, that he is a re+ 
paicr of the wicked, as well as a pardoner, 
and know further , that if ever chou haſt 
thy fins forgiven thee, thy ———_ muſt be as 
well ſcaled in the Court of Juſtice, as in the 
Court of Mercy, as thou haſt ſinned, fo 
know that Juſtice muſt be fartighed, yea, 
and that for thee if eyer thou art pardoned : 
Burt for you that think to go to heaven 
with Lord heave mercy upon you in your 
mouths; Do bur well conſider the fad 
ſtory chat I ſhall fclate : There was a man 
that was a notorious Swearer, a wicked 
Company- keeper, and being oft-rimes re- 

oved for his fin, His anſwer always was, 

uſh, God is merciful ; Upon a time (as 
the Rory relates) he being on horſeback, 
riding over a Bridg that croſſed an arm of 
the Thames, part of the bridg fell in, and as 
he was going,he was heard co fay, Horſe and 
man and all to the Devil, as his Compani- 
ons teſtified : O here you ſee, though he 
miphr have gone to hell with Lord have 
mercy me in his mouth, yer God would 
not ſuffer him ſo much as ro take his Name 
into his mouth, O then let this one example 
make ungodly ſinners rremble, and not 
to dare to harbor a thought or conceir 
within chem, chat ſo many words at the 
laſt 
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laſt hour (hall do them any good, or redeem 
their fouls from eternal burmings, and carry 
them into the A CODE 
admit were fure to have Loyd _ 
on me \N mouths at che laſt gaſp, yer it 
may be juſt with God to give them a denial : 
O know that every one that faith, Lord, Lord, 
ſhall not enter its the Kingdow of God, bur 
es I Tu Ks ys 96 
iniquity, [ hnow you not ; and remember w 
ma ia prey tore wy RO 
{how to do ts taky my Word into thy month, and 16. 
hateft to be reformed ? 

Fourthly, See, and read that dreadinl Scrip» + 

rure againſt ignorant and rebellious finners, 

2 Theſ.1.5,8,9. When the Lord Jeſus ſhall be * *t 
revealed from beaves = bu _ Angel; 1.7.4.8 
n flaming fire, taking on then that 
watt nnd Do ehias cdoGetifefer 
Lord Joſre ("brift, ho ball be prnifbed with 
go_—_ deftruttion from the  _ the 

1 and from the glory of bus power. 

Reta ok bed peures, fer. 3.7 the 7.24. 
the 9. 14. the rr. LOC 063 16.12. the 18. 12. the 
23.17. Heb,12.25, 2 Pet.3.10,11,13. Reved. 
20.12. the 22.15, ce, O lay cheſe Scriptures 
to heart, and then conſider how thy eſtate 
ſtands with God, and what rhou thalt be able 
co lay anocher day, when God (hal call thee 
RE —— 

ous 
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| rious view of theſe Scriptures, and haſt con * 
| ſidered of what hath been formerly faid x” 
| —_— > and thy diſobe” 
| 

| 


tence, certainly if cthy natural conſcience hath 
bar its cycs opened, thou wilt confeſs thy 
eſtate to be very fad. 

Obje?, Bur ſome may lay, Its true, Iam convinced 
that its very bad to —_—_— I would 
leave it, but I cannot di with the many 
occaſions that draw me to it, but 1 hope I (hal 

leave it ere it be long, 
' Anſw. Alas poor wretch, art thou convinced of the 
evil of thy company- ? then know, 
that every time thou keepelt evil c 1 
that thou ſinneſt againlt Cotinadins 
| that one fin againſt Conſcience is . worſe 
| + then ten thouſand ſins of ignorance; For if thy 
| + Gn, Conſcience condemn thee, God is | nn—_——_— 
| TW ke thy conſcience, and he will thee ; 
' knew, Conſcience is Gods Vicegerent here on carth, 
but did its all in a natural man that takes Gods uu ; 
, O doth thy conſcience fie in thy face here? 
' Dan. 5, What doſt chou think it will do hereafter, when 
| 83. thou ſhall ſtand at the Bar of Jeſu Chrift, 
when it (hall bring all its /renvs before God 
thece regiltred againſt chee? As 
liem, Yach a day ſo many hours ſpent in foch 
an Alchouſe, ſo many bours ſpent in fuch a , 
Tavern. /rem, So much wine ſpent that mighe 
have becn well ſpared, and given £0 the neceſ- 
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fity of the Saints. Jrews, Such a day ſpent fo 
much in fuch a place, when thy wife and chil- 
dren were in want at home. 7rem, Such a day 
thou wert the occaſion of fuch and fuch a mans 
keeping company,wherein ſo many oaths were 
ſworn againſt God, and both Families negle- 
Qed, both for ſoul and body ; O bow ever 
thou thinkeſt of it now, let me tell chee, that 
when thou (halt come to give anſwer to theſe 
Items, it will be 2 diſmall and woful time un- 
to thee, thou wile wiſh the mountains to fall 
on thee, and the hills cocover thee, to tude 
thee from the face of the Lamb,and his wrath. 

Whereas thou faiſt chat thou hopeſt to leave 
it before it be long. 

E .. this I anſwer according to the Proverb, 

bowgh true Repenntace be never too late, yet 
re repentance is ſeldom irne; Oitsad 
rous thing for a man to defer and put off his 
returning from the evil of his wayes. 

Thou that dolt now delay thy retarning 
from a courſe of (in, ſaying, thou wilt return 
a year hence, or (ix moneths hence ; know that 
it = - - thy power, to repent when thou 

cr and curning from (in 
4 che gift of _ "I 

The longer a man ſtaies, and procraſtinates 
his Repenrance,the more fin lies upon his foul; 
you know if a man go to a yong tree that 
bath been planted but z year or rwo, and cn- 

R 2 deavory 


1 Pit oyorge Poway, 243 | 
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, deavors £6 platk it up bur cannot, and faich, 
that he will ſtay ew6 or thiee years longer 
before he will atrempr ro root it up again 3 
certainly all men will judg this man to be void 
of Reaſon, ro artempe the harder, and ler 
_ wilt thou hnde it in the caſe of (in 
ow that thou haſt 50 aſſurance of vi 
time of thy life, thou maſt be rut off chis 
| might, as the rich Glatton was in the Goſpel, 
| who faid, Sow! rake thy caſe, there ive goods laill 


- ot 
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wp for thee for many yrars, bur with what an 

anſwer did he mere withall? The 

| ſhall thy ſowl be rakyn from this, and then 

OE id Has wife $f Onhis ey be the 

| caſe, and know that Erernity depetnds apon | 

| this ſhort momenc of rime im this wotld; if | 

| thou return not row, thou (halt never returt ; 

| O, its juſt with God, that that man which abu- 

| ſerh his time, (hould be deprived of time, and 
cut ſhort of tus hopes. 

| 4 Know, that there ns a time in which God 

hath appormred men to returnto him; if chey 

rerurn 007 in char time they (hail never re» 

rurn : © Jeruſalem, ſcrufalem, if chow badf 

[ known in thus thy day, theſe things that 14 be+ 

| long to thy peace, but now _ tho 

eyes ; he hangs forth a flag of mercy to 

the fons of men, in Which cime 15 there day, if 

b im thar timethey come in and return to him 

| and make therr Prace, them ihe exorable, and 
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ir yt y rhe 11ers 
ed the red Flag of his Juſtice, which is 
day ; Ochen thy day is gone, Gods Diy is 
come 1nd thovatandooe for ever and who 
EC ——— 
this very eight? and par ris thy Een 
on how mad chen & thar man that wi 

che pirafures of fin for « ſeaſon, chough 
be loſe his fool for ever Mem lay, — 
with rage Tools, bur this is the 

in the for a man to dally with 
rap-/ptradeor puter of x Jewel for the 

of a Pebbir ; (bould God call unco 
thee this very hour, and fay, What proviſion 
baſt chow made for Ecernity ? now art thou 
inco that Occan ; how is thy foul 
4 and riim'd for thar V ? arc thy 
Sails full blown with the the ſpurir of 
Grace ? then maiſtrhou fafcly ſail anco char 
Haven of erernal Life and Reft : O bow many 
men would che confiderarion of this ſtoniſh? 
and yet no man knowshow neeer that hour is, 
and yer regards it not + Ocarn you from your 
evil ways, by wif you dir, O hbenſe of Uracl? 
will you dic exernatly ye ſons of men? 
know, thou that wile rake no warning oy 
Gods calling vo ther, and 
Judgmem agaralt thee, bur wile (till 
thy rebelthons, and in the 


+ of 
thine own heart, that God will not alwayes ' 
R Wait 
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| wairupon thee, as he ecſtifies, my fpirir (hal noe 
, always (trive with man, for that he is fleſh: no 
| God may come in an hoar when thou thi 

not of ir, and cut thee off in a moment, in the 
midſtof thy ſecurity, & then thou ſhalr receive 
the fruit of thy own doings ; O conſider this 
all you thar forget God, that walk, and will 
walk in the by-pathes of fin, leſthe rear you 
in picces.and there be none to deliver you out 
of bis hand,” but you muſt undergo his wrath 
to all crernity. 1 have now 2 word” or two 
mare to you , that will (till —__— 
wicked, and ly company, and (hall 
be by way of advice and counſel, 

r. kndcavor to break off thy courſe of life, 
take hold of all advantages to refrain their ſo- 
ciery, thou knowelt not what a bleſſing God 

| may give in to thy endexvors. 

| Fir }, medicare Ecernity in the mor- 

| ning when chou doſt awake after this maner ; 
Lord, i am now one day neerer to Erernit 
then | was yeſterday, O how ſtands the 
with my ſoul ? am | a day neerer heaven, or a 
day neerer hell > Conſcence ſpeak ; am I che 
fame man walking in my finful courſes as for- 
mecly I have been O then certainly I am 
neerer deſtruRion, neerer the ſtroke of divine 
Juſtice chen 1 was yeſterday,neerer my comi 
ro give an account far my (in and wicked 
then ever 1 was ; my glals 1s necrer run, my 


fouls neerer leaving chi alul body chen ever 
it VEE NE GTILI 

pon ſuch thoughts as theſe, yea, ſay to 
thy foul, C O remember Ecerniry. 

When thou art going our of thy doors, think 
with thy ſelf, whether am I now going? every 
ſtep I rake this day is toward Ecernity : whar, 
am I going to my companions to the T avern 
or Ale ? O certainly theſe paths lead to 
the chambers of death > what am 1 going to 
— = ſoul yer _ and more, to bring 

upon my ſpirit, to wound my con- 
Mm yer —_— is not the way to take 
off that guilr that lies upon my ſpirit, this is nor 
the way to give thanks to God who hath kept 
me this night from danger, who hath yet ſaved 
my ſoul from hell; O far natural men may 
calily go, who have not one dram of ; 
then covenant with thy ſelf, and fay, Well, 1s 
it ſo ? 1 will not keep this day, 
I am reſolved to gainfay all occaſions to 
draw me to it ; This reſolution being taken 
and kepe for two dayes, then for three 
dayes, for a week, then for a moneth, ſo by 
Jegrees thou mailt ger the vitory. Then at 
night cxamine thy A t;Have I more peace now 
| keep not theſe (inful ſocieties or no? certain- 
ly if thy conſcience be not dead, and if the de- 
vil hath not blinded thy judgmene, tho 
wilt fay thou haſt more peace in turn» 


ing 
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; ing from a way of fin, then in walking in it : 


thus I ſay compare a day ſpent in the compeny 
of (inful men in 8 way of with a 
day wherein thou doſt and caſt off 
ſuch ſtyl companions, and I am confident 
thou wilt have in the one, bur none in 
the other : fee chat, Roma. 2.14, 15, 16,c. For 
When the &emeles miuc b have not the Law do by 


 natvre the things contained by the Law, theſe 


having not the are a Leto uno themſelves, 
which ſbewes the Late werittes in their hearts, 
their conſcience; alſs bearing witneſs, and their 
thoughts the mean whilt, accuſing, or ſe exew- 
ſing. ane another © fo by this thou mayeſt ſee if 
thou artnocr. wocde then a Heathen, and if 
thy canicience be not ſeared with an hot ron, 
i will do its ofhce in exculing thee when thou 
doſt well, and acculing thee when thou doſt 
enil.. 1 wiſh thee well, and my defire is that 
chourmghteſt rhink of rheſc chings, and what 
ever cle may do thee good, and follow and 
embrace them,that lo thou mayeſt be one not 
having a form of godlineſs, and denying the 
—_—_ but having the power of god- 
incls, protefliag and evidencing the fame in 
thy life and converſation ; turning thy back 
wpon the counſels and fellowſkip of the 
ungodly; and churſting after, and delightiog 
m the iaw of the Lord, and in the company 
of the Saints. 28 IF OO 
FINIS 


